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Nor th W ilkesboro is 
among places in Nor th 
Carolina chosen by the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
for a monoclonal antibody 
treatment center for people 

with COVID-19.
Heather Murphy, execu-

tive director of The Health 
Foundation, said Thursday 
that the treatment center 
is planned at 1901 West 
Park Drive, a vacant office 
owned and renovated by 
the Health Foundation for 

non-profit organizations to 
use as a meeting space.

In a recent email to repre-
sentatives of other non-prof-
its in Wilkes, Murphy said 
the 1901 West Park Drive 
facility won’t be available 
for the foreseeable future 
for that reason because it 

will be used for the mono-
clonal antibody treatment 
center.

“With amazing support 
from Atrium Health Wake 
Forest Baptist and Wilkes 

Wilkes picked for FEMA-funded 
monoclonal antibody treatment
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Wilkesboro was one of two 
finalists for a project with an 
investment of several hundred 
million dollars and hundreds of 
new jobs before the company 
planning this chose the other 
site, which is in another state, 
less than a month ago.

The five-month economic 
development effort, called Proj-
ect Flow locally, involved the 
Wilkes Economic Development 
Corp. (EDC), Economic Devel-
opment Par tnership of N.C. 
(EDPNC) and governments of 
Wilkesboro and Wilkes County.

A couple of government offi-
cials here said in inter views 
last week that they had been 
optimistic about the Wilkesboro 
site being chosen because Wil-
kes County was such a good fit 
for the company’s plans.

The Wilkesboro and Wil-
kes County governing bodies 
scheduled public hearings in 
mid-May, early July, early 
August and early September to 
consider incentives for the com-
pany based on what it planned 
to invest and jobs it planned to 
create.

When the first three hearings 
scheduled by the two local gov-
erning bodies were postponed, 
local officials said the company 
needed more time.

At the Sept. 7 meeting of the 
Wilkes County commissioners, 
Chairman Eddie Settle simply 
said the hearing was canceled.

As part of the ef fort, elect-
ed and other Wilkesboro and 
county government and Wilkes 
EDC of ficials agreed to sign 
non-disclosure agreements with 
the EDC and EDPNC. Local 
officials said this legally bound 
them to not publicly reveal the 
company’s name.

Government officials in Wil-
kes had never before signed a 
non-disclosure agreement as 
part of an economic develop-
ment ef for t. Inter views with 
Wilkesboro and county officials 
last week indicated uncertainty 
and differing views on how long 
the agreement is binding.

Wilkes EDC President Lee-
Ann Nixon, who represented 
the Wilkesboro and county gov-
ernments in dealings with the 
company, said non-disclosure 
agreements have become stan-
dard in economic development.

“We were able to get in the 
game by signing the NDA 
(non-disclosure agreement) 
and respecting (the company’s) 
need for privacy up until the 
public hearing process.”

Nixon said the name of the 
company, its plans and details of 
economic incentives from Wil-
kesboro and the county would 

Other site 
chosen 
instead 

of Wilkes

BY JULE HUBBARD

WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A special section in this issue includes 

MerleFest artist biographies and festival 

details�

MerleFest, called “the gold stan-
dard for bluegrass” music by “Roll-
ing Stone” magazine, is Thursday 
through Sunday at Wilkes Communi-
ty College.

The year’s festival again features 
much of the best in bluegrass and 
other genres under the broad umbrel-
la of Americana or roots music.

Headliners among the nearly 100 
acts on a dozen stages during the four 
days include Sturgill Simpson, Melis-

sa Etheridge, LeAnn Rimes, Mavis 
Staples, Tedeschi Trucks and Margo 
Price.

Regional favorites include Balsam 
Range, Darin & Brook Aldridge, Ash-
ley Heath and Her Heathens, the Kru-
ger Brothers and the Chatham Rab-
bits. Joining them are jam bands like 
Scythian, the Waybacks and Donna 
the Buffalo.

And then there are MerleFest main-
stays, including Sam Bush, Peter 
Rowan, Jim Lauderdale John Cowen, 
Pete & Joan Wernick and T. Michael 
Coleman.

And the list goes on.
MerleFest Director Ted Hagaman 

said the festival is unique for its fam-
ily atmosphere (alcohol and drugs 

prohibited) and the fact that it is put 
on by a community college as a huge 
fundraiser for educational programs, 
scholarships and local non-profit orga-
nizations.

Hagaman said musicians know 
the festival for the close attention of 
attendees as they perform. It also is a 
reunion of sorts for many artists.

When held during its normal time 
slot in late April, MerleFest kicks off 
the music festival season. It’s being 
held in September due to this past 
April’s festival being canceled amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

It’s being held now with many safe-
ty precautions, based on input from 

MerleFest returns, but with precautions

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Three members of Southbound 77, featured on MerleFest’s Little Pickers Stage, belt out “I’ll Fly Away” at the T.R. Bryan 
Memorial Celebration on Sunday at Wilkes Community College. The Wilkes Acoustic Society hosted this pre-MerleFest event.

BY STAFF REPORT

The Brushy Mountain 
Ruritan Club issued a press 
release Monday evening stat-
ing “with deep regret” that 
the Brushy Mountain Apple 
Festival has been canceled 
for the second year in a row 
to avoid health risks posed 
by COVID-19.

The event was scheduled 
Oct. 2 in downtown North 
Wilkesboro, where the 
Brushy Mountain Ruritan 
Club has held it every year 
since the second festival in 
1979, except in 2020 and now 
2021.

“This decision has not 
been made lightly or in a 

vacuum. We have had input 
from many places, includ-
ing members of the Ruritan 
club, the Town of North Wil-
kesboro and data from the 
N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services,” the 
release stated.

“This decision was made 
solely by the Brushy Moun-
tain Ruritan Club and we are 
the only ones responsible for 
this decision. We sincerely 
hope that folks will under-
stand and support us in this 
decision.”

The release said the recent 
marked increase in COVID-
19 cases locally helped push 
the issue to the forefront.

“As the festival is outside 
and in a downtown setting 
with many ways for the 
public to access the event, 
we do not feel we have ade-
quate control to provide 
even the most basic precau-
tions to monitor the crowd,” 
it continued.

The release said that due 
to staf fing shortages, the 
task of putting on the festi-
val has become even larger.

“If we were to have the 
apple festival and it were to 
become a ‘super spreader’ 
event, we would risk the 
lives of anyone in atten-
dance and, possibly, the 
entire future of the apple fes-

tival. None of that is some-
thing we wish to claim for 
the apple festival.”

The release said the club 
realizes that canceling the 
apple festival will negative-
ly impact many people and 
that some non-profits in Wil-
kes County, already suffer-
ing from cancellation of last 
year’s festival, will have an 
even harder time now.

“We are truly sorry for 
that. However, considering 
what is at stake in this time 
of COVID, particularly con-
sidering the recent surge in 
cases locally and the severity 
of those cases, we felt that 
we had no other choice.”

No apple festival again due to COVID-19
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