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The Wilkes County Schools 
ranked 18th out of 116 dis-
tricts statewide in percentage 
of students who scored either 
grade level proficient or 
career/college ready on stan-
dardized math, reading, sci-

ence and ACT tests combined 
in the 2020-21 school year.

According to a report from 
Jeffrey Johnson, director of 
testing and accountability for 
the Wilkes schools, 53.6% of 
Wilkes students scored grade 
level proficient or career/col-
lege ready on end of grade 

(EOG) and end of course 
(EOC) test results combined 
last year. That compares to 
45.4% statewide.

Speaking at the Sept. 23 
Wilkes school board meeting, 
Johnson also said the Wilkes 
schools ranked 26th in 2020-
21 in percentage of students 

with scores indicating career 
or college readiness alone. 
This doesn’t include the 
lower grade level proficient 
scores.

Wilkes School Superinten-
dent Mark Byrd said results 
of the 2021-22 tests in the 
Wilkes schools “reflect the 

exceptional ef for ts of our 
students and staff during an 
extremely challenging year.”

When the tests were given 
in 2018-19, 61% of Wilkes stu-
dents and 59% of students 
statewide scored grade level 

Wilkes 2020-21 test scores rank high
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A Wilkesboro man who has 
been publicized for his moon-
shine exper tise 
is charged in a 
federal  indict -
ment with being 
par t of a con-
spiracy that pro-
duced and sold 
over 9,000 gal-
lons of untaxed 
l i q u o r  w i t h i n 
about 2 ½ years.

Roger “Buck” Nance, 75, and 
four other men are charged in 
connection with multiple loads 
of moonshine transpor ted 
from a still in Roaring River to 
near Richmond, Va., and sold 
between April 19, 2018, and 
Sept. 23, 2020.

Nance was “master distiller 
of legally produced and taxed 
liquor for a licensed distiller in 
North Wilkesboro” during this 
period, according to the fed-
eral indictment. He has been 
described in online profiles as 
a moonshine “folk hero,” “leg-
end” and “true artisan.”

The indictment said over 
$100,000 in federal, North Car-
olina and Virginia excise taxes 
should have but wasn’t paid on 
the 9,000-plus gallons of liquor.

Clifton Ray Anderson Jr., 47, 
of Boomer and Huie Kenneth 
Nicholson, 74, of Hamptonville 
are charged in the same indict-
ment, filed Aug. 17 in the Char-
lotte office of the Western Dis-
trict of U.S. District Court.

Gar y Matthew Ray, 53, of 
Roaring River and James Patter-
son, 71, of Dinwiddie, Va., are 
also charged with being part 
of the conspiracy in separate 
bills of information filed Sept. 
10 in the Statesville office of the 
Western District.

The indictment said Ander-
son established and he and 
Nance operated an illegal still in 
a barn on a Roaring River farm. 
It said the still produced hun-
dreds of gallons of moonshine 
per week and had capacity for 
18,000 gallons a year.

Wilkes 
moonshine 

‘legend’ 
among 5 
charged

Roger 
“Buck” Nance
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After cancellation of one 
MerleFest and a six-month 
delay of another due to 
COVID-19, delight over 
the return of this premier 
Americana music festival 
was clear on faces of fans 
and in comments of artists 
on stage this weekend.

“We’re so thankful that 
we can play music here 
and congregate again,” 
said MerleFest mainstay 
Sam Bush during his set on 
the Watson stage Saturday 
night.

Bush and other perform-
ers throughout the four-day 
festival indicated a deep-
er appreciation of playing 
music for a live audience 
after enduring the restric-
tions of a pandemic.

B e f o r e  l a u n c h i n g  a 
mind-spinning jam, Bush 
also payed homage to the 
festival’s namesake and his 
father: “Don’t forget that 
Doc and Merle Watson are 
the reasons we are here.”

This May, it will be nine 
years since MerleFest 
co-founder Doc Watson 
died. His son and musical 
par tner, Merle Watson, 
died in October 1985.

Doc Watson’s influence is 
recognized for making Mer-
leFest an event where the 
music is paramount, unlike 
many festivals where it has 
to compete with partying.

Although best known to 
many as a traditional South-
ern Appalachian picker and 
singer, Watson had diverse 
musical tastes and this is 
reflected in artists at Merle-
Fest each year.

This latest edition began 
Thursday with the raucous 
Po’ Ramblin’ Boys set on 

the Doc & Merle Watson 
Stage.

Next were MerleFest 
favorites Peter Rowan and 
Scythian. Rowan came with 

the latest version of his 
Free Mexican Airforce, the 
Los Texmaniacs.

Closing out the night 
on the Watson Stage were 

arguably the reigning 
queen and king of out-
law country, Margo Price 

MerleFest makes grand return

Staff Photo — Marty McGee

Melissa Etheridge closed out MerleFest 2021 on Sunday afternoon with a rockin’ set on the 
Watson Stage.
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A FEMA-funded monoclonal anti-
body clinic opened in North Wilkes-
boro early last week and is treating 
people with COVID-19, as well as peo-
ple at high risk due to pre-existing 
health conditions.

The location is 1901 West Park 
Drive in the West Park medical com-
plex. Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven 
days a week for the clinic, which is 

expected to remain open at least six 
to eight weeks.

It opened through a joint effort of 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency), N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS), 
Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist, 
the Health Foundation and the Wil-
kes County Health Department. The 
treatments are free.

“FEMA designated us (Wilkes 
County) a monoclonal desert” due 

to the lack of this treatment option 
within the county, said Chad Brown, 
president of Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist Wilkes Medical Center. It 
also was tied to the high number of 
COVID-19 cases and low vaccination 
rate in Wilkes, he added.

A DHHS spokesman said FEMA 
opened a monoclonal antibody site 
Wednesday in Johnston County and 

Monoclonal antibody clinic is open

SEE TEST/PAGE A2

SEE CLINIC/PAGE A2 SEE LEGEND/PAGE A2

SEE RETURN/PAGE A3


