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The Wilkes Sherif f ’s 
Office on Friday announced 
felony drug charges filed 
against 30 people following 
investigations conducted 
within the last four months.

Capt. Craig Dancy, who 
heads the sheriff’s office’s 
narcotics unit, said metham-
phetamine originating out of 

the U.S. is still the dominate 
illegal drug in Wilkes.

Seized in these most 
recent investigations were 
1,148 grams of meth with 
a street value of about 
$41,000; 31 grams of hero-
in worth about $3,000; 19 
grams of cocaine wor th 
about $1,500; and 7,836 
grams of marijuana worth 
$20,000.

Also seized were 170 
pills, which Dancy said 
mostly was fentanyl made 
to look like Oxycontin or 
Palexia painkiller pills.

He said many of the 

investigations resulted 
from citizens reporting see-
ing apparent illegal drug 
activities.

30 charged in latest drug cases

Marijuana, products with marijuana (including Stoneo 
cookies, center), other drugs, firearms and cash were 

seized when five men were arrested in Wilkesboro in August.

Photo courtesy of Wilkes Sheriff’s Office
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Severa l  W i lkes  County 
Republicans have announced 
plans to run for elected office 
in 2022.

The filing period for next 
year’s election is Dec. 6-17. 
Party primaries are March 8, 
2022. The general election is 
Nov. 8, 2022.

Up for election in 2022 are 
Wilkes sheriff, Wilkes clerk of 
Superior Court, district attor-
ney, three District Court judges 
and one Superior Court judge 
for the 23rd Judicial District, 
two Wilkes County commis-
sioners, two Wilkes Soil and 
Water Conser vation super vi-
sors, state and federal House 
and Senate representatives, 
N.C. Court of Appeals judges 
and N.C. Supreme Court jus-
tices.

Two Wilkes Board of Educa-
tion members will be elected 
when party primaries are held.

Wilkes Democratic Par ty 
Kathryn Charles said Monday 
that she wasn’t aware of any 
Wilkes Democrats publicly 
announcing candidacies at this 
point.

Several 
tell 2022 
election 

plans

BY STAFF REPORT

Candidates for North Wil-
kesboro mayor, two North 
Wilkesboro commission-
er seats and two Wilkes-
boro Town Council seats 
introduced themselves and 
shared their views on a vari-
ety of topics during an event 
Thursday evening.

Attendance at the three-
hour question and answer 
forum at North Wilkesboro’s 
Yadkin Valley Marketplace 
peaked at about 50 people 
during the session for the 
four mayoral candidates — 
Michael Cooper, William 
Hamby, Marc Hauser and 
Robert Johnson.

The first session was for 
Wilkesboro Town Council 
candidates Nellie Archibald, 
Russ Ferree and Lee Tay-
lor. North Wilkesboro com-
missioner candidates Otis 
Church, Angela Day and Joe 
Johnston spoke in the last 
session.

Each candidate made 
opening and closing state-

ments and responded to 
questions asked by Dane 
Mastin, moderator and Wil-
kes County sheriff from 1990 
to 2020 and now interim 
Jonesville police chief. L.B. 
Prevette, a local leader who 
is active in national organi-
zations that address social 
issues, was timekeeper.

The forum was organized 
by the Wilkes Journal-Patri-
ot. Questions were prepared 
by the news staf f of the 
newspaper, with question 
suggestions requested and 
received from the public.

Questions varied among 
the three sessions, but sev-
eral dealt with the same top-
ics. Shared topics included 
economic development and 
combining Wilkesboro and 
North Wilkesboro services/
merging the two towns.

Both Wilkesboro Town 
Council and North Wilkes-
boro commissioner candi-
dates answered a question 
concerning a study that iden-
tified a lack of rental and for-
sale housing in Wilkes.

Portions of the respons-
es of candidates to these 

questions and their closing 
statements will be published 
in the next two issues of the 
Wilkes Journal-Patriot.

Early, one-stop voting 
for the three town races is 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 
14-29 weekdays only and 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 30 at the Wilkes 
Board of Elections office on 
the third floor of the Wilkes 
County Office Building in 
Wilkesboro. A person can 
register to vote and vote at 
the same time and location in 
early, one-stop voting.

Election Day is Nov. 2, 
with municipal polling plac-
es open from 6:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. The deadline is 
5 p.m. for returning absen-
tee ballots in person and 
7:30 p.m. to return military/
overseas ballots electronical-
ly.

Opening statements of 
municipal candidates during 
the forum were:

Municipal candidates speak out in forum

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Forum moderator Dane Mastin, standing, shares forum ground North Wilkesboro mayoral candidates, from left, Mike Coo-
per, William Hamby, Marc Hauser and Robert Johnson.

Early, one-stop voting in the races for North Wilkesboro 

mayor, two North Wilkesboro commissioner seats and two 

Wilkesboro Town Council seats is Thursday through Oct� 30� 

Election Day is Nov� 2� The early, one-stop polling place is the 

Wilkes Board of Elections office in Wilkesboro�

The link for a video of Thursday night’s question and 

answer forum for candidates in the three municipal races is 

https://youtu�be/5lGArZdd4YU� The video is posted on the 

Wilkes Journal-Patriot website�

EARLY, ONE-STOP VOTING STARTING
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COVID-19-related safe-
t y  p r o t o c o l  h a s  b e e n 
announced for 2021-22 sea-
son shows at Wilkes Com-
munity College’s John A. 
Walker Community Center 
in Wilkesboro.

Precautions for the 2021-
22 season resulted from 
consultation with the Wilkes 
County Health Department 
and staf f of similar venues, 

said Tabitha Hudler, Walker 
Center director as of Oct. 1.

Hudler and Ted Hagaman, 
Walker Center director the 
prior 21 years, discussed 
sa fe ty  pr o toco l  for  the 
2021-22 season in a recent 
interview. Hagaman is retir-
ing next fall, allowing him 
to remain at WCC to assist 
with the transition.

Except when seated for 
dining in the Lakey Ball-

room, masks be worn at all 
times in the Walker Center 
in accordance with WCC’s 
campus-wide policy requir-
ing masks while indoors.

Masks must also be worn 
while riding a Walker Cen-
ter shuttle bus to and from 
parking.

Hand sanitizer stations 
will be at ever y entrance 
door in the Walker Cen-
ter, including auditorium 

entrance doors. “Ever yone 
should sanitize their hands 
before entering the auditori-
um or the Lakey Ballroom,” 
said Hudler.

Hudler said all volunteers 
handing out programs and 
scanning tickets must wear 
gloves, in addition to masks. 
All tickets for Walker Center 
events will be scanned.

“We will not of fer a meet 
and greet with ar tists after 

the shows and we ask that 
attendees exit the facility 
as soon as an event is over 
to reduce congestion,” she 
said.

Fresh air flow into the 
Walker Center has been 
ramped up and the audito-
rium and ballroom will be 
sanitized after ever y large 
gathering.

John A. Walker Community Center safety protocol announced
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