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Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist agreed to pay the 
government $754,585 due 
to overpayment caused by 
improper documentation of 
services in Wilkes Medical 
Center’s skilled nursing unit, 
announced U.S. Attorney San-
dra J. Hairston of the Greens-

boro-based Middle District of 
U.S District Court.

A federal investigation 
determined that Wilkes Med-
ical Center submitted Medi-
care claims for physical and 
occupational therapy services 
not supported by documenta-
tion between Jan. 1, 2015 and 
Sept. 30, 2019, stated a Feb. 
28 press release from Hair-

ston’s office.
Wilkes Medical Center is 

operated by Atrium Health 
Wake Forest Baptist under 
a 30-year lease that began in 
2017, three years before Win-
ston-Salem-based Wake For-
est Baptist Medical Center 
merged with Charlotte-based 
Atrium Health. The Town of 
North Wilkesboro owns the 

local hospital, which officially 
was WRMC Hospital Oper-
ating Group before it was 
leased.

Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist issued a state-
ment last week concerning 
the case, “It is our policy and 
practice to follow all laws and 
regulations as we provide 
health care to members of 

our community. The govern-
ment was required to inves-
tigate claims by a former 
employee. Although the gov-
ernment declined to inter-
vene in that case, it believed it 
found certain medical records 
that did not support the ser-
vices billed.”

$754,585 paid due to Medicare overpayment

BY STAFF REPORT

O
ver 120 students 
competed in 
Wilkes County 

Schools inaugural 
elementary, middle and 
high school Quiz Bowl 
tournaments on Feb. 
14, 22 and 28 at the 
Stone Center in North 
Wilkesboro.

Wilkes School 
Superintendent Mark 
Byrd said during Monday 
night’s Wilkes school 
board meeting that he 
challenged Julie Triplett, 
chief technology officer for 
the schools, to make the 
Quiz Bowl a “super bowl” 

and she did just that.
Elementary schools 

had a six-team double 
elimination tournament 
and middle and high 
school tournaments 
used four-team double 
elimination formats.

There was a blend 
of individual and team 
collaboration response to 
questions. Questions were 
from many categories, 
such as language arts, 
math, science, social 
studies, fine arts and 
popular culture. Similar 
to Jeopardy, quick recall 

Quiz Bowl program off to strong start

Photo courtesy of Morgan Mathis/Wilkes County Schools

Central Wilkes Middle School Quiz Bowl team members try to come up with the correct answer during the Quiz Bowl competi-
tion. Pictured, from left, are Cadence Weddington, Luke Hege, William Hefner, Brady Holbrook and Lila Hege. The C.C. Wright 
team won the elementary school tournament.

Roaring River Elementary Quiz Bowl team members Eliza-
beth Wood and Jonah Perkins react to a win. Other team 
members, not pictured, were Jacob Waddell, Bryson Byrd 
and Weston Sparks.
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The number of dropouts in 
the Wilkes County schools 
decreased by 59.5% from 
the 2020-21 to the 2021-22 
school years, according to 
revised data provided to the 
N.C. Department of Public 
Instruction (DPI) by the Wil-
kes schools.

The information, provided 
for DPI’s Consolidated Data 
Report, showed 32 students 
dropped out of Wilkes pub-
lic schools in 2021-22 and 79 
in 2020-21. DPI released the 
annual report on March 1.

“While these numbers 
are still higher than we pre-
fer, they show tremendous 
improvement from the 79 
(dropouts) reported in 2020-
21,” said Wilkes School 
Superintendent Mark Byrd.

“I think this data reflects 
the great work of our teach-
ers, counselors and adminis-
trators in working with stu-
dents to keep them in school 
and discourage dropping 
out. I also think this reflects 
the fact that many of our stu-
dents are making better deci-
sions about their future and 
we hope that this trend will 
continue,” he added.

Befor e  the  data  was 
revised due to a reporting 
error, it showed an even larg-
er decrease in Wilkes drop-
outs 2021-22.

The 32 students who 
dropped out in 2021-22 
included 15 at West Wilkes 
High School, nine at Wilkes 
Central High School, six at 
East Wilkes High School and 
two at North Wilkes High 
School.

The Wilkes school drop-
out rate per 100 students 
decreased from 2.79 in 2020-
21 to 1.20 in 2021-22.

Wilkes was repor ted as 
having a 1.81% dropout rate 

Wilkes 
school 

dropouts 
decline 

by 59.5%

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

Editor’s Note: A full obituary 
for Robert L� Johnson is on page 
A6�

Robert L. Johnson, who 
served the Town of North 
Wilkesboro for 30 years in 
elected office, died Sunday at 
age 79.

Johnson’s years as an 
elected North Wilkesboro 
of ficial began in late 1981 
with the first of three con-
secutive four-year terms as 
a commissioner. He was 38 
when first elected.

After eight years off the 
board in the 1990s, Johnson 
was elected to a four-year 

term as a North Wilkesboro 
commissioner in late 2001 
and then again in late 
2005. He was elected 
mayor in late 2009 
and led North Wil-
kesboro in that capac-
ity until his unsuc-
cessful bid for reelec-
tion in late 2021.

In 2022, Johnson 
said in an interview 
that  accompl ish -
ments he was most proud of 
included securing funds for 
establishing the Yadkin Val-
ley Market Place on the Cen-
tral Business District Loop 
and starting live music con-
certs there.

Also during his tenure 

as commissioner or mayor, 
the town bought several 

hundred acres for 
an industrial park 
on River Road, pur-
chased a former bank 
building at the corner 
of Ninth and Main 
streets and renovat-
ed it for use as town 
hall and entered into 
a 30-year lease of the 
town-owned hospital 

to Wake Forest Baptist Med-
ical Center.

Either as a commissioner 
or mayor, Johnson was on 
the town board the entire 
time Hank Perkins was 
North Wilkesboro town man-
ager.

“I can say that his passing 
brings a real sense of loss 
to me for North Wilkesboro 
and Wilkes County at large. 
He was involved in bringing 
me to the Town of North Wil-
kesboro as town manager 
in 2002 and he worked with 
me on council continuously 
until my departure in 2012,” 
said Perkins, who became 
town manager of Lake Lure 
in 2022 after several years as 
manager of Lewisville.

“I was always astounded 
by Robert’s endless ener-
gy to serve the communi-
ty. What stands out for me 
is what a great ambassador 

Johnson, elected NW leader for 30 years, dies

Robert L. 
Johnson
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