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The Wilkes County Health 
Department received anoth-
er 200 doses of the Moderna 
vaccine Tuesday for a drive-
through clinic star ting at 
10 a.m. Thursday at a new loca-
tion—Industrial Drive (old air-
port runway) at Lowe’s Park at 
River’s Edge in Wilkesboro.

Wilkes Health Department 
Director Rachel Willard said 
the clinic again is for people 
75 and older (phase 1B, group 
1) and health care staff work-
ing directly with COVID-19 
patients, those cleaning and 
maintaining areas with COVID-
19 patients, those administer-
ing the vaccines, staff and resi-
dents of long-term care facilities 
(phase 1A).

Willard said people wishing 
to be vaccinated need to turn 
from N.C. 268 West onto YMCA 
Boulevard, pass by the Wilkes 
Family YMCA and then turn 

onto Industrial Drive. Staff will 
be there giving directions. She 
expected all 200 doses to be 
administered that day.

Health department staff will 
screen people for eligibility for 
vaccinations as they wait in line 
in vehicles. Each will be given a 
card with a number when found 
eligible and people must have 
these cards to be vaccinated. 
When the number of cards 
given out equals the amount of 
vaccine available that day, no 
more cards are given, she said.

With the 200 doses to be 
given Thursday and those at 

the health department over the 
prior three weeks, about 1,100 
people have now received their 
first dose of the Moderna vac-
cine for COVID-19 in the public 
clinics. A second dose is sup-
posed to be received 28 days 
later.

Willard said next week’s ship-
ment of Moderna is supposed 
to include 400 second doses 
of the vaccine for the first peo-
ple vaccinated in the clinics, in 
addition to a few hundred first 
doses. She said second doses 
will be given on one day and 
first doses on another day next 

week to help make sure they’re 
administered correctly.

Meanwhile, COVID-19-re-
lated deaths are increasing in 
Wilkes at an accelerated pace. 
Nine such deaths were report-
ed in Wilkes in the first 10 days 
of 2021. Willard said the nine 
reflected an increase in deaths 
of people in their 60s and none 
were related to long-term care 
facilities. Nearly half of the 
COVID-19-related deaths in 
Wilkes in 2020 occurred in the 
last two months of the year. The 
death total now is 80.

Next drive-through clinic Thursday at River’s Edge
Second doses to  
be administered 

starting next week
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The Ronda Board of Commis-
sioners has joined the governing 
bodies of Wilkesboro and North 
Wilkesboro in addressing drainage 
issues, including a large sinkhole a 
few feet off N.C. 268 East near the 
Clingman Road intersection.

Ronda Commissioner Sandra 
Simmons raised the subject at a 
Ronda board work session Thurs-

day night, saying the worst drain-
age problems are in the lower end 
of town between the railroad tracks 
and the Yadkin River. Simmons 
lives on Second Street, which is in 
that part of Ronda.

“When we start to lose our prop-
erty, something needs to be done. 
We need an engineer or someone 
to study this and see if grates and 
drainage pipes are where they need 
to be,” said Simmons.

No action was taken on autho-
rizing such a study, but there was 
discussion about who is respon-
sible for addressing the drainage 
problems. The Town of Ronda, 
N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion, private citizens and the Yad-
kin Valley Railroad, which owns the 
train tracks through Ronda, were 
all mentioned.

Ronda board addresses drainage 
issues, including big sinkhole

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Large sinkhole appeared a few feet off N.C. 268 East in Ronda after heavy rain on Nov. 11 and 12.
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The Sparta Police Department has 
charged a Nor th Wilkesboro man 
with murder in the death of a former 
Wilkes County resident.

Joshua Anthony Allen, 34, was 
arrested by Capt. Justin West of the 

Spar ta Police Depar t-
ment for the murder of 
Kadejuia Nichole Ham-
ilton, 26, of Crestview 
Apartments in Sparta.

A l len  r emains  in 
the Alleghany Coun-
ty Jail with no bond, 
with a cour t appear-
ance scheduled Jan. 

12 in Alleghany District Court. His 
current address is 226 Peace Street, 
Nor th Wilkesboro and his former 
address is 1275 North Ridge Road, 
Roaring River.

The Sparta Police Department also 
charged Allen with felony identity 
theft and felony obtaining property 
by false pretense in connection with 
the use of a food stamp card belong-
ing to Hamilton. Warrants for these 
of fenses indicate that the murder 
occurred on Oct. 10 or 11.

Allen was extradited from Horr y 
County, S.C., to Sparta and charged 
with murder on Dec 18. He was in 
the Myr tle Beach Jail after being 
arrested on unrelated charges by the 
Sur fside Beach Police Department 
there on Oct. 17.

Sparta police file 
murder charge in 

former Wilkes 
resident’s death

Joshua Allen

Siblings Benjamin and 
Michaella Anderson had 
just enough snow Friday to 
create a snowman family in 
their yard in Wilkesboro’s 
Woodfield neighborhood. 
Accumulation varied from 
as much as 8 inches at high-
est elevations of the county 
to none in eastern Wilkes.

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Winter 
visitors
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The Wilkes County Schools 
have had 442 confirmed COVID-
19 cases since Sept. 8, when all 
Wilkes elementary, middle and 
high schools transitioned from 
full-time remote learning to option-
al half-time remote and half-time 
in-person learning (A/B plan).

This information was part of an 

update from the Wilkes Health 
Department on COVID-19 in the 
local public schools during a Wil-
kes Board of Education meeting 
Monday night.

Wilkes Health Department 
Director Rachel Willard said she 
believes the Wilkes school sys-
tem is doing everything it can to 
keep students and staff safe.

Wilkes school system gets good 
marks for COVID-19 efforts
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