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An election like no other
It’s not over yet
BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

Consistent with the times, this
year’s general election has been like
no other.
Wilkes County voters produced a
record 80% turnout, with more than
half of those who voted doing so
before Election Day (Nov. 3).

There were 10,960 ballots cast on
Election Day in Wilkes, and before that
20,109 cast at the county’s two onestop, early voting sites and at least
4,428 through absentee, by-mail voting. Driven by COVID-19 concerns
and intense interest in the presidential race, it was the most votes cast yet
before Election Day in a Wilkes County
election.
With Democrats accounting for only
about 18% of the registered voters

in Wilkes, the huge turnout favored
Republicans. GOP candidates finished
farther ahead of Democrats than normal in most cases locally.
A record 5,814 absentee ballots were
requested from the Wilkes Board of
Elections office. Those remaining must
be postmarked on or before Nov. 3 and
arrive at the Wilkes elections office on
or before Thursday to be counted.
SEE ELECTION/PAGE A3

Remote
learning
obstacles
tackled at
meeting
21% failing more
than 1 class at end
of grading period

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

Lack of student engagement during COVID-19-related remote lear ning, an
issue nationwide and locally,
was addressed in the Wilkes
County Board of Education
meeting Monday night.
Twenty-one percent (1,842) of
students in the Wilkes schools
were failing more than one class
at the end of this year’s first
nine-week grading period and
1,210 of them weren’t considered engaged, said Dr. Donna
Cotton, the school district’s
chief academic officer.
She said these 1,842 students included 538 (20%) in
SEE LEARNING/PAGE A2
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The annual Veterans Day ceremony on the Wilkes County Courthouse lawn, held Sunday, was shorter and drew fewer people
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ivy Cooper is at the podium singing the national anthem. Boy Scouts in Troop 301 presented
the colors. Wilkes Veterans Service Officer Allison Huffman, in rear at left, organized the event.

Wilkesboro, Ronda put on notice for
delinquent town audits in 2018, 2019
BY MARTY MCGEE
AND JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The N.C. Local Government Commission (LGC)
voted T uesday to issue
notices of war nings to
the towns of Wilkesboro
and Ronda for not submitting annual financial audit
reports for 2018 and 2019.
State statutes require that

Record
number of
COVID-19
patients
hospitalized
BY STAFF REPORT

The Wilkes County Health
Department reported Friday
that 19 Wilkes residents were
hospitalized with COVID-19,
the most yet for the county.
Also on Friday, the 42nd
COVID-19-related death of
a Wilkes resident occurred.
The person, in his/her 70s,
was a patient at Wake Forest Baptist Health — Wilkes
Medical Center in Nor th
Wilkesboro when the death
occurred.
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