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Town approval of shelter site sought again
By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The Catherine H. Barber 
Memorial Shelter board is 
again seeking conditional 
use approval from the North 
Wilkesboro Zoning Board of 
Adjustment for a homeless 
shelter site.

The board of adjustment 
will hold a public hearing 
on the request at its Aug. 
26 meeting, which starts at 
6 p.m. at the Yadkin Valley 
Events Center in the Holi-
day Inn Express at 1700 Win-
kler Street, Wilkesboro, to 
allow more space for social 

distancing.
In-person attendance will 

be capped at 120 people and 
masks will be required, but 
participation will also be of-
fered remotely via Zoom. The 
meeting’s Zoom ID is 874 5299 
8979, its call-in number is 
1-312-626-6799 and its web-
link is https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87452998979.

The request for a condi-
tional use permit is for an un-
occupied commercial build-
ing on .23 of an acre at 106 
Elkin Highway (N.C. 268), 
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PROPOSED LOCATION of a new permanent home for the Catherine Barber Memorial Shelter for the 
homeless is the commercial building at 106 Elkin Highway in North Wilkesboro, at left. In the center, 
recessed from N.C. 268 East, is an evangelical church and at right is a multi-tenant commercial building.

5 die in 
Westwood 
outbreak
COVID-19 cluster at 
Tyson offi cially ends
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The Wilkes County Health Department on 
Wednesday reported the COVID-19-related 
deaths of four more people who were residents 
of Westwood Hills Nursing and Rehabilitation 
in Wilkesboro when they contracted the virus.

That made fi ve deaths associated with a CO-
VID-19 outbreak at Westwood Hills. By Wednes-
day, 51 residents and 34 staff members at West-
wood Hills had tested positive for COVID-19 for 
a total of 85 cases.

The four deaths announced Wednesday in-
clude two in his/her 80s, including one who 
died Aug. 4 and the other Aug. 11. Another was 
in his/her 60s and died Aug. 1. The most recent 
death, a person in his/her 70s, died Wednesday. 
Two died at a hospital in Greensboro and two 
died in Wilkes but not in a hospital.

Another COVID-19-related death of a per-
son who was a resident at Westwood Hills was 
reported Monday. This person, in his/her 80s, 
died Aug. 9 at Wilkes Medical Center in North 
Wilkesboro from complications associated 
with the virus.

The outbreak at Westwood Hills was an-
nounced on July 23. The initial report from the 
health department was that 13 residents and 
four staff people there had tested positive.

Wilkes Health Department Director Rachel 
Willard said that after one staff member at West-
wood Hills initially tested positive, 291 people 
(residents and staff) there were tested.

By MICHAEL COOPER
Special to the Wilkes Journal-Patriot

One of the oldest retail 
business in North Wilkes-
boro started in the back of 
a gas station, 163 Service 
and Grocery, near West Jef-
ferson in 1981. 

That’s where sisters Mar-
garet Walters Cooper and 
Shelby Walters Fielder, who 
grew up nearby on a cattle 
farm, started selling books.

“We got the idea from a 
book exchange in Boone,” 
said Cooper. “We bought 
$10 0  wor t h  of  t he i r 
overstock.”

As friends stopped by and 
traded for store credit, their 
inventory grew. In 1982, the 
sisters opened a store in 
downtown West Jefferson. 
It was a room filled with 
wooden shelves and paper-
back romance novels. 

This was their dream, a 
collection of books.

Cooper was the young-
est of nine children - and 
the first to go to college. 
She graduated from Lenoir-
Rhyne College (now univer-
sity) and earned a master’s 
degree from Appalachian 
State University. She was a 
school teacher. 

Cooper moved to North 
Wilkesboro in 1984, after 
marrying a young Wilkes 
County man named Mike 
Cooper who worked for 
Lowe’s Companies Inc.

She taught elementary 
school and opened a sec-
ond Browse About Book 
Exchange and Gifts on Main 
Street, North Wilkesboro. 
Fielder continued operating 
the store in West Jefferson.

Main Street was different 
then, with Northwestern 
Bank, NCNB, Spainhours, 
Brame’s Lunch Counter, 
Carol Kay’s, Darlene’s and 
Steele’s Jewelry. Cassie 
Stone Photography was the 

newest thing in town. 
In 1990, Cooper moved 

the store up Main Street 
from the McElwee Build-
ing to its current location 
near the Liberty Theatre. 
Cooper said she has no idea 
how many times she said, 
“We’re located right beside 
the theatre.” 

Junior Ayers, who runs 
the Liberty Theatre, added, 
“We accept packages for 
one another and look out 
for each other.” Cooper got 
free popcorn in exchange 
for those packages.

Browse About offered 
Western Union service to 

wire money so it was espe-
cially busy on pay day.

Customers browsed thou-
sands of books, used ones 
mostly. Each told a story—
mysteries, suspense, horror, 
classics, westerns—usually 
for half the cover price and 
often for less. 

Margaret taught part-
time and ran the store. 
The Coopers had their fi rst 
child, Megan, then a second, 
Michael. The son was raised 
in the store, fi rst in a carrier 
sitting atop the counter and 
then in a play pen.

“People like Rita Shep-
herd still ask about that 

baby,” said Cooper. She 
asked about their families. 
“We watched their children 
grow up too.”

People often visited the 
store before seeing a mov-
ie at the Liberty Theatre or 
a downtown event. They 
came for “Harry Potter” and 
“Nancy Drew” books and ti-
tles like “Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid,” “Charlotte’s Web” and 
“Where the Wild Things 
Are.” It’s where imagina-
tions were born. 

Students came for sum-
mer reading list books like 

By ZACH COLBURN
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The North Carolina Athletic Association 
Board of Directors agreed on Tuesday night 
to an amended schedule for 
the 2020-21 school year. NCH-
SAA Commissioner Que Tuck-
er made the announcement 
to the public on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Tucker announced that no 
sports practices or tryouts 
would be allowed to begin be-
fore Nov. 4. Regular-season 
games for the 2020-21 school year are now 
scheduled to begin Nov. 16 and conclude June 11.

Schools will be limited to just seven season 
contests for football and 10 apiece for cross 
country, swimming and outdoor track and fi eld.

All the other sports will be limited to 14 regu-

DORIS HUGGINS

EDITOR’S NOTE: Doris Huggins, 
subject of this article, and her sister, 
Phyllis Page, who wrote it, grew up in 
the Elk Creek section of Wilkes County 
and were children of the late Sid and 
Faye Walsh. Both became teachers, mar-
ried and lived in Apoka, Fla. Huggins, 
who died Dec. 30, 2019, taught at Fer-
guson Elementary School, in Boone, 
Florida and elsewhere. She and her 
husband, Bill Huggins, lived in Fergu-
son after retiring. Their two sons are 
Morris Wayne Huggins of Ferguson 
and Marshal Huggins of Orlando, Fla.

By PHYLLIS PAGE
Special to the Wilkes Journal-Patriot

There is a famous children’s book titled 
“The Giving Tree” that teachers love to 
read to their students.

My sister, Doris Walsh Huggins, was 
a wonderful, “giving teacher.” She loved 
teaching so much that she taught at 
Dream Lake Elementary School in Apo-
ka, Fla., for 34 years. After retirement, 
she continued as a substitute teacher 
and taught Sunday school and vacation 

‘The giving teacher’
Huggins donates brain for research
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MARGARET COOPER decided that it’s time to close her store on Main Street, North 
Wilkesboro. Browse About Book Exchange and Gifts was started in downtown in 1984.

Football will 
move to spring 
in NCHSAA plan
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Saturday
Showers and storms

High 81 Low 66

Sunday
Afternoon storms

High 83 Low 66

Monday
Chance of showers

High 83 Low 64

Tuesday
Chance of storms

High 83 Low 63

3 inches of rain in an hour and a half causes fl ooding Thursday. Page E2


