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BY JULE HUBBARD
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Wilkes County Manager 
John Yates proposed a fiscal 
2021-22 county budget with 
10 new full-time positions 
and over $3 million in capi-
tal expenditures at the May 4 
commissioners’ meeting.

Yates identified other capi-
tal projects to be funded with 
$5.9 million of $13.6 million 
the county is earmarked to 
get from the federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan. He said they 
impact but aren’t in the fiscal 
2021-22 budget. (See sidebar 
story.)

The draf t  budget  has 
$700,686 for a 3% across the 
board pay increase for full-
t ime county employees. 
Self-insured Blue Cross Blue 
Shield employee health insur-
ance premiums are going 
up by 4%, costing the county 
$208,800 in fiscal 2021-22.

The draft plan includes a 
general fund budget of $86.6 
million, slightly less than 
the amended 2020-21 gener-
al fund budget. Before being 
amended to reflect reve-
nue exceeding expectations 
(mostly $5.2 million more in 
sale tax proceeds than pro-
jected), the 2020-21 general 
fund budget was about $77 
million due to cuts in antic-

ipation of pandemic-related 
revenue losses. In 2019-20, 
the county had an $85 million 
general fund budget.

The pr oposed budget 
leaves the county proper-
ty tax rate unchanged at 
66 cents per $100 of prop-
er ty valuation. It projects 
$39.3 million in proper ty 

Draft county budget has 10 new positions
Over $3 million on capital needs, not counting ARP projects
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The Wilkes County commission-
ers created a committee to study and 
make recommendations on librar y 
services instead of initiating a with-
drawal from the Appalachian Regional 
Library System during their May 4 
meeting.

Applications are being accepted 
from people interested in serving on 
the committee. Forms for applying 
are at https://wilkescounty.formstack.
com/forms/board_application.

Commission Chairman Eddie Set-
tle said the commissioners will vote 
on the library research committee’s 
members at their May 18 meeting.

The May 4 meeting was the board’s 
first in its normal room in the County 
Office Building and also the largest in 
attendance since the pandemic began. 
They’ve been meeting at the County 
Ag Center to allow more distancing.

Most of the 30 or so people in the 

Library committee formed; no 
action on ‘notice to withdraw’

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Micah Newby of Wilkesboro was in the children’s section of the Wilkes County Library on Friday afternoon looking for books 
on tennis.

BY STAFF REPORT

The Wilkesboro Police 
Department is investigat-
ing the death of a man 
whose body was found in 
a large dumpster behind 
his residence Thursday, 
said Police Chief Craig 
Garris Friday afternoon.

G a r r i s  s a i d  t h e 
deceased man was iden-

tified as Anthony Garrett 
Absher, 31, of 409 South 
Cherr y Street, Wilkes-
boro.

Wilkesboro of ficers 
went to the residence 
at 409 South Cher r y 
Street Thursday after a 
man reported finding a 
deceased adult male in 
what Garris described as 

a construction dumpster 
behind the brick home at 
that address. Garris said 
the man found the body 
while checking for the 
source of a foul odor.

“We began our inves-
tigation and requested 
the assistance of the N.C. 

Public’s help sought in death 
investigation after body found

Wilkesboro 
Police 

Department 
is investigat-

ing the 
death of a 

man whose 
body was 

found in the 
dumpster 

immediately 
behind the 

home where 
he lived.

Staff Photo — 
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Housing, water and devel-
oping an outdoor economy 
were among topics raised 
when town managers of Wil-
kesboro and North Wilkes-
boro gave updates in a Wil-
kes Chamber of Commerce 
government affairs program 
Thursday.

Nor th Wilkesboro Town 
Manager Wilson Hooper and 
Wilkesboro Town Manager 
Ken Noland both said parts of 
federal American Rescue Plan 
funds their municipalities 
receive will be set aside to 
help address housing needs.

Noland said $100,000 of 
W i lkesbor o ’ s  Amer ican 
Recovery Plan (ARP) funds 
will be set aside for this pur-
pose. He said this is about 
10% of the town’s ARP funds.

Hooper said he proposed 
using about $120,000 of 
North Wilkesboro’s federal 

Town 
managers 
provide 

updates on 
key issues
Working together 
on housing, water, 
outdoor economy 

efforts cited
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