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Millers Creek fi re tax rate 
up by 1 rather than 3 cents
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

By a 3-2 vote Tuesday 
night, the Wilkes County 
commissioners approved 
including a 1-cent increase 
in the Millers Creek Fire Dis-
trict tax rate in the county 
budget for fi scal 2020-21.

Commissioners David 
Gambill, Keith Elmore and 
Gary Blevins voted for the 
1-cent rate hike, while Eddie 
Settle, chairman, and Brian 
Minton voted against it.

The Millers Creek Fire De-
partment board originally 
requested commissioner ap-
proval of a 3-cent fi re tax 
rate increase and this was in-

cluded in a draft budget rec-
ommended by County Man-
ager John Yates in early May.

Settle said the Millers 
Creek board came back 
with a request for a 1-cent 
increase in their fi re district 
tax rate instead of the 3-cent 
increase.

This change occurred af-
ter several residents if the 
Millers Creek district sent 
letters to the commission-
ers opposing the rate in-
crease. These letters were 
sent for a June 2 public hear-
ing on the matter, held by the 
commissioners.

County budget has few 
changes from 1st version
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Except for a 2% across the 
board salary increase and a few 
other changes, Wilkes County’s 
fi scal 2020-21 budget was okayed 
Tuesday night as recommended 
by County Manager John Yates.

The pay raise for all county 
government employees increased 
costs in the budget by $471,977. 
The commissioners unanimous-
ly approved it in their only work 
session on the new budget. The 
fi scal 2019-20 budget also had a 
2% across the board pay raise.

Also added to the draft budget 
presented by Yates were $1,750 
for the Lincoln Heights Recre-

ation Corp., inadvertently omit-
ted initially, and $7,500 for a spay 
and neuter program in the animal 
control department.

The pay raise and the Lincoln 
Heights and spay and neuter ap-
propriations are being funded 
with $481,227 from the coun-
ty’s undesignated general fund 
balance.

As Yates recommended, the 
new budget is balanced by tak-
ing another $3.3 million of the 
undesignated general fund bal-
ance for general fund expendi-
tures. This leaves about $23.5 
million in the undesignated gen-
eral fund balance.

The general fund budget por-

tion is about $76.5 million, down 
11% from $85 million in fi scal 
2019-20.

Expenditures include two 
new ambulance remounts for 
Wilkes Emergency Medical Ser-
vices for $217,000, a local match 
of $445,000 for a taxiway pav-
ing project at the Wilkes County 
Airport and $202,000 as the local 
match for ConnectNC bond funds 
for Wilkes Community College.

One new full-time position—
an additional building inspec-
tor—is included. Yates said this 
is needed to continue providing 
timely service. He explained that 

Juneteenth 
celebration
Walk and ‘Peaceful 
Rally’ in 2 towns today
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

An event celebrating Juneteenth Day, a na-
tionwide commemoration of the abolishment 
of slavery in the U.S., is planned late Friday af-
ternoon in North Wilkesboro and Wilkesboro.

A fl yer for the event called it a “Community 
Walk and Peaceful Rally” to celebrate freedom. 
The fl yer urges participants to practice social 
distancing and wear face masks to help prevent 
spread of the coronavirus.

Spokesmen for governments of the two towns 
said they were told by organizer Jamella Gar-
rett of North Wilkesboro that participants will 
gather at North Wilkesboro’s Memorial Park 
for the walk, which starts at 5 p.m. and will be 
a little over a mile long.

The walk will end at the Carolina West Wire-
less Community Commons and Wilkes Commu-
nications Pavilion stage on Main Street, Wilkes-
boro. Garrett told the Wilkes Journal-Patriot and 
town offi cials that the event at the town-owned 
commons will end about 8 p.m.

Wilkesboro offi cials said Garrett stated that 
there will be a couple of speakers, artwork, 
hot dogs for sale and music at the town-owned 
commons. Wilkesboro Police Chief Craig Gar-
ris said she assured him that it will be peaceful. 
“She said no one to her knowledge from outside 
Wilkes County is coming,” he added.

Garris and North Wilkesboro Police Chief Joe 
Rankin issued permits for the walk to Garrett 
and her husband, Vidal Garrett, Thursday af-
ternoon. The North Wilkesboro permit identi-
fi es them as being with the “Juneteenth Group.”

The walk will go down Wilkesboro Avenue 
from Memorial Park to Wilkesboro Boulevard, 
cross the Yadkin River bridge between the two 
towns on Wilkesboro Boulevard and then go west 
on Main Street, Wilkesboro, to the commons.

A statement posted Thursday on the Wilkesboro 
Police Department’s Facebook page said regular 
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COVID-19 SCREENING started this week at Wilkes Community College in Wilkesboro for anyone entering the 
campus. The screening consists of a contactless thermal temperature check and asking if any known COVID-19 
symptoms are present.  More photos are on Page E2.

Fire destroys home Thursday
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COLOR-CODED 
strips indicate 
where people 
can sit (green 
tape) or can’t 
sit (red tape) 
at Fairplains 
Baptist Church 
to maintain so-
cial distancing. 
Chuck Brinegar 
is in this im-
age from a vid-
eo the church 
posted about 
what to expect 
from in-person 
Sunday morn-
ing worship 
services there.

Services in sanctuaries 
resume with precautions
By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Several churches in Wilkes County 
recently resumed worship services 
in their sanctuaries, while others 
are still holding services online or 
in their parking lots with worship-
ers in vehicles.

Gov. Roy Cooper’s phase two of 
easing COVID-19-related restric-
tions, which began May 22, exempted 
churches from a mass gathering limit 
of 10 people indoors and 25 people 
outdoors. This came a few days after 
a federal judge temporarily blocked 
the part of Cooper’s earlier order lim-

iting indoor gatherings to 10 or few-
er people that applied to churches.

Contactless thermal temperature 
checks, more widely spaced seating, 
alternatives to passing an offering 
plate and even online reservations 
for services are among aspects of 
the new normal for worshipping in-
doors—at least for now.

Mount Pleasant Baptist
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church on 

Champion/Mount Pleasant Road re-
turned to having three in-person ser-

A residence at 435 Old Brickyard 
Road, North Wilkesboro, was lost to 
fi re Thursday afternoon.

The owners and occupants of the 
wood frame home, Terry and Sa-
mantha Mitchell, discovered the fi re 
upon returning from a doctor’s visit 
in Charlotte.

Samantha Mitchell said a ceiling 
fan and a metal box fan were the only 
items left on when they made their 
trip Thursday morning.

She said that she believes the fi re 
was intentionally set. “We think we 

know who did it. I know.” The Mitch-
ells don’t have homeowners’ insur-
ance. “I don’t know what we’re going 
to do,” she added. 

Samantha Mitchell said they had 
lived in the home for six years and 
had paid all they owed from the pur-
chase. She said it was constructed 
in 1936 as an icehouse for a catering 
house next door.

Wilkes Fire Marshal Niki Hamby 
said the cause of the fi re would be 
listed as undetermined. Hamby and 
Assistant Fire Marshal Tim Pardue 

responded.
“We saw it and pulled up about the 

time (the Mitchells) did. As a matter 
of fact, we were eating lunch and saw 
the smoke from it. It was smoking a 
good bit before it was even called in,” 
said Hamby.

The Cricket, North Wilkesboro and 
Millers Creek fi re departments re-
sponded after they were dispatched 
at 1:15 p.m. to the blaze, which was in 
the Cricket Fire District. The Wilkes 
Rescue Squad also was on the scene.

(Photos on Page E2.)
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Saturday
Showers and storms

High 82 Low 62

Sunday
Chance of showers

High 86 Low 65

Monday
Chance of storms

High 86 Low 66

Tuesday
Showers likely

High 86 Low 66

Town of Wilkesboro cancels July concert and movie. Page E8


