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BY JULE HUBBARD

WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

Orders declaring states of 
emergency in Wilkesboro and 
North Wilkesboro and requir-
ing wearing masks or other face 
coverings inside most estab-
lishments open to the public in 
the two towns are in effect as of 
5 p.m. Sept. 1.

The COVID-19-related orders 

were issued by Wilkesboro 
Mayor Mike Inscore and North 
Wilkesboro Mayor Robert John-
son, with support of the two town 
governing bodies, stated a press 
release jointly issued Sept. 1 by 
Wilkesboro Town Manager Ken 
Noland and North Wilkesboro 
Town Manager Wilson Hooper. 
The orders say the mask man-
date is in effect for 30 days.

“These actions were taken to 
help battle the spread of the delta 
variant of COVID-19 and mitigate 
the strain on community medical 
resources being caused by the 
virus,” the release stated.

It noted that after improved 
COVID-19 transmission rates 
locally in the spring and early 

Masks required in North 
Wilkesboro, Wilkesboro

Image courtesy of the Town of Wilkesboro

Wilkesboro Town Manager Ken Noland said posters 
asking people to wear masks and a press release 
announcing a mask mandate were delivered to busi-
nesses starting Sept. 1, when it took effect.

BY JULE HUBBARD

WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A  b r o a d  a r r a y  o f 
COVID-19-related precautions 
will be used at MerleFest 2021, 
which is about one week away 
(Sept. 16-19) at Wilkes Commu-
nity College.

Organizers worked closely 
with state and local health offi-
cials to determine and imple-
ment these steps, said MerleF-
est Director Ted Hagaman.

They include requiring that 
people be fully vaccinated for 
COVID-19 or have tested neg-
ative for the virus within 72 
hours of entering the festival.

Upon providing proof of 
meeting one of these require-
ments at the festival entrance, 
a person will be given a “well” 
wristband to wear throughout 
the event. This is in addition to 
wristbands provided with tick-
ets.

Hagaman said the proof can 
be the original or photo copy of 
a vaccination card or negative 
test print, but the entire docu-
ment must be legible. A photo 
ID also is needed. He said 
the negative test requirement 
applies to children of all ages, 
per state health officials.

He said losing or removing a 
well wristband will mean having 
to repeat the process of proving 
eligibility.

“State and local health of fi-
cials and the CDC highly rec-
ommend this step and the live 
music industry is now requiring 
this to make large gatherings of 
people as safe as possible,” said 
Hagaman.

He said testing will be avail-
able onsite, but with limited 
capacity. “We strongly recom-
mend that everyone needing a 
test do so before getting to the 
festival,” he added.

MerleFest 
COVID-19 

precautions 
reviewed

Pre-festival 
testing sites offered

BY STAFF REPORT

Charles “Rob” Thornburg has been 
named North Wilkesboro police chief, 
announced Town Manager Wilson 
Hooper on Aug. 26.

Thornburg was named interim chief 
after Joe Rankin, chief since 2010, 
retired in January. His first day as 

permanent chief was Aug. 27. A date 
for Thornburg to be publicly sworn in 
as chief hasn’t been set. His starting 
annual salary is $79,310.

Hooper said 12 candidates meeting 
the minimum qualifications for the job 
applied, including chiefs from towns in 
Maine, Florida and South Carolina.

He said four were invited to partic-
ipate in a panel interview with him 
and participants from the state’s law 
enforcement and criminal justice com-
munities in July. The four finalists also 
took an “Emotional IQ Assessment” 

Thornburg is new chief; drops interim

Photo courtesy of the Town of North Wilkesboro

Rob Thornburg was named North Wilkesboro police chief.

BY STAFF REPORT

The Wilkes Journal-Patri-
ot is holding a question and 
answer forum on Oct. 7 for 
candidates in the Wilkes-
boro Town Council, North 
Wilkesboro Board of Com-
missioners and North Wil-
kesboro mayoral races.

It will be held at the Yad-
kin Valley Marketplace on 
the CBD Loop in North Wil-

kesboro. This is an outdoor 
venue, which public health 
officials say is safer for gath-
erings during the COVID-19 
pandemic. It of fers a cov-
ered but opened-sided shel-
ter in case of rain, as well as 
restrooms.

Social distancing protocol 
will be followed in spacing 
chairs for candidate and 
audience seating. All can-
didates and people in the 
audience will be strongly 
encouraged to wear masks.

The public is invited to 

submit questions for can-
didates to the Wilkes Jour-
nal-Patriot for inclusion 
among those asked during 
the forum.

Questions can be emailed 
to wjpjule@wilkes.net or be 
mailed to Wilkes Journal-Pa-
triot, P.O. Box 70, North 
Wilkesboro, N.C., 28659.

They can also be placed in 
the metal drop box immedi-
ately to the right of the front 
double glass doors of the 
building with the newspaper 
offices at 711 Main Street, 

North Wilkesboro.
Questions need to be 

received by or on Sept. 17.
When submitting a ques-

tion, indicate if it is for the 
three candidates for two 
Wilkesboro Town Council 
seats, four candidates for 
North Wilkesboro mayor 
or four candidates for two 
North Wilkesboro commis-
sioner seats.

The forum will have three 
sessions, one for each of 

Forum for town candidates is Oct. 7
Public can 

submit questions
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