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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

Candidates for two North 
Wilkesboro commission-
er seats on the ballot this 
year doubled to four and 
a fourth person filed as a 
candidate for mayor of the 
town before the filing peri-
od ended at noon Friday, 

July 16.
There were no addition-

al filings for two Wilkes-
boro councilman seats on 
the ballot beyond the two 
incumbents and one chal-
lenger listed in the July 14 
issue of the Wilkes Jour-
nal-Patriot.

The third and fourth can-

didates for the two North 
Wilkesboro commissioner 
seats are Otis W. Church 
and Jonathan Swift, who 
filed July 13, and July 15, 
respectively.

William Hamby became 
the fourth North Wilkes-
boro mayoral candidate on 
July 16.

Swift, 38, of E Street, is 
seeking elected of fice for 
the first time. He is a Real-
tor with Ward & Ward 
Properties in Wilkesboro. 
Swift said that with more 
people moving to Wilkes 
County due to a variety of 

8 candidates on ballot in North 
Wilkesboro; 3 in Wilkesboro

BY MARTY MCGEE
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Craig Garris has announced 
his retirement as the Wilkes-
boro police chief, 
e f fect ive  Oct . 
1, after ser ving 
as chief since 
December 2015.

His successor 
will likely come 
from within the 
t o w n ’ s  p o l i c e 
d e p a r t m e n t , 
according to Town Manager 
Ken Noland. “I will be posting 
an internal candidate search for 
chief; I don’t expect any need 
to go external,” said Noland 
during a town council work 
session at the Wilkesboro Civic 
Center on July 13.

Noland added, “Council has 
asked for an (internal) succes-
sion in all our departments over 
the years, and we feel confi-
dent we have that in the police 
department, too. There’s three 
guys over there who are high 
up enough to apply” for chief.

Noland a lso announced 
on July 13 that Capt. Tommy 
Rhodes had been promoted to 
major, which means he’s the 
depar tment’s second-in-com-
mand.

Garris, 53, was sworn in 
as Wilkesboro police chief in 
December 2015, replacing the 
retiring Robert Bowlin.

He is a 29-year veteran of the 
Wilkesboro Police Department. 
Prior, he served two years and 
seven months with the North 
Wilkesboro Police Department.

Before being named chief, 
Garris served as interim chief 
for 90 days and as deputy chief 

Garris will 
retire as 

Wilkesboro 
police chief 
on Oct. 1

Craig Garris

BY JULE HUBBARD
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A man charged with murder 
in a fatal shooting in eastern 
Wilkes County early Sunday 
morning was apprehended about 
11 a.m. Monday, the Wilkes 
Sheriff’s Office reported.

Donald Ray Lassiter, 36, was 
taken into custody by of ficers 

from the sherif f ’s office in the 
Ronda Town Park and transport-
ed to the Wilkes County Jail, 
said Chief Deputy James Sum-
mers of the sheriff’s office.

Lassiter was charged with 
murder Sunday in the death of 
Stephanie Nicole Hatton, 25, of 
Kernersville. Summers said the 
sheriff ’s office found Lassiter’s 

vehicle in the Ronda Town Park 
parking lot. Authorities had been 
looking for him since he was 
charged.

Sheriff’s office deputies were 
dispatched to a home at 8521 
Greenhorn Road, which is in 
the Benham community, about 

Murder suspect caught in Ronda park

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Wilkes Sheriff’s Office detectives and State Bureau of Investigation agents are on the scene of a fatal shooting at 8521 Green-
horn Road in the Benham community Sunday.

Donald Ray 
Lassiter
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Wilkesboro’s recycling cen-
ters on School Street and in 
Cub Creek Park will be per-
manently closed after Aug. 31 
due to people using them to 
dispose of non-recyclables, said 
Town Manager Ken Noland.

The Town of North Wilkes-
boro’s only recycling center 
was closed June 1 for the same 
reason. It was in a far end of 
the Memorial Park behind the 
North Wilkesboro ABC Store.

Noland said people are using 
the two Wilkesboro sites to dis-
pose of whatever non-recycla-
ble products and materials they 
can fit through openings of 
bins and piling up larger items 
behind the bins.

Friday afternoon, pillows, 
blankets, carpet, wooden pal-
lets and other non-recyclables 
were piled up behind two rows 
of bins at the recycling center 
in the Wilkesboro Civic Center 
parking lot on School Street.

A sign on the front of one of 
the bins announced the perma-
nent closure of the site after 
Aug. 31. It also said no dump-
ing is allowed in or around the 
recycling bins and warned that 
the “site is under video surveil-
lance and violators will be pros-
ecuted.”

Despite this war ning, a 
wooden headboard was leaning 
against the same bin, immedi-
ately below the sign.

The situation was similar at 
North Wilkesboro’s recycling 

center behind the town’s ABC 
store.

Hooper said closure of the 
Nor th Wilkesboro facility 
resulted from numerous com-
plaints from town citizens 
about its unsightliness “and 
confirmed reports of regular 
trash being placed in the con-
tainers…. Individuals were also 
using the facility to dump large 
furniture and appliances.”

Both towns offer their resi-
dents and businesses curbside 
pickup of recyclables and pro-
vide containers for this.

With that in mind, said 
Noland, “we’re serving people 
outside town with the recy-
cling centers.” He noted that 

Wilkesboro permanently closing recycling centers

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Friday afternoon, a headboard had been left against the 
front of a recycling bin at the Town of Wilkesboro’s recycling 
center on School Street.
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