
www.journalpatriot.com Blazing the trail of progress in the State of Wilkes for over 114 years 28 Pages • 50¢

Wilkes

Journal-Patriot
Wednesday

June 24, 2020

Published

Wednesday

North Wilkesboro, N.C.

Volume 114, No. 22

U.S.P.S. 285-700

See GRANTS, Page A3

Recipients of this year’s en-
trepreneurial grants from the 
Wilkes Economic Development 
Corp. are engaged in agricul-
ture, food service, recreation 
and/or retail.

They are Brushy Mountain 
Granola Co., $2,000 for a tent 
and more for festival booths; 
Cook’s Outfi tters, $2,000 for 
equipment for renting and re-
pairing bikes and more; Hanna 
Vista Farms, $4,000 for a freeze 
dryer for preserving wet  hops; 

Northwest N.C. Batting Facil-
ity, $2,000 for cooling equip-
ment and more; Stardust Cel-
lars, $2,500 for bottles and la-
bels for a new line of mead; and 
Vintage Work Shoppe, $1,000 for 
equipment for online furniture 
painting tutorials.

“It’s very exciting that in the 
middle of the COVID, that we 
still have all these businesses 
with plans to expand and look 
out to the future,” said EDC 
President LeeAnn Nixon.

Fourteen local businesses 
applied for grants in the seventh 
annual competition. The six 
chosen—three new and three 
existing—received a total of 
$13,500. They have one year to 
use the funds.

Brushy Mountain Granola Co.
Seeds for Brushy Mountain 

Granola Co. were planted when 
Angela Reynolds began mak-

Ag, food service, recreation and 
retail businesses get EDC grants

BRUSHY MOUN-
TAIN GRANOLA 
CO. received a 
$2,000 entrepre-
neurial grant from 
the Wilkes Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment Corp for a 
tent and more for 
booths at festi-
vals. Angela Reyn-
olds, right, start-
ed the business 
and is assisted 
by her daughter, 
Eiryn Reynolds. 
Her husband, 
Andy Anderson , 
not in the photo, 
also helps.

MARTY McGEE/STAFF PHOTOS

JUNETEENTH MARCH proceeds west on the Main Street of Wilkesboro after starting late Friday afternoon at 
Memorial Park in North Wilkesboro.

By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The long-delayed widening of N.C. 
268 East in and near North Wilkes-
boro is now scheduled for completion 
in mid-December, said Trent Beaver, 
N.C. Department of Transportation 
Division 11 construction engineer.

Beaver shared this information in 
an update on the 3.6-mile project at 
the June 16 Wilkes County commis-

sioners meeting.
“I wish I could tell you the project 

is almost complete, which it should 
be. It is about 90% complete,” said 
Beaver, speaking from his offi ce on 
video in the remote meeting.

“We have not been pleased with 
progress on the project and have dis-
cussed this with the contractor on 
multiple occasions in the last few 
years.”

The contractor is Burnsville-based 
Young & McQueen Grading Co., which 
started work in the spring of 2015. The 
company’s successful bid for the job 
was $25.9 million.

Work has been underway on the en-
tire length simultaneously, from the 
N.C. 18 intersection in North Wilkes-
boro to the Airport Road intersection.

Rain, COVID-19 delay N.C. 268 work

A man was killed in a single-vehicle accident 
early Saturday afternoon on Mathis Mill Road in 
the Clingman community, according to Troop-
er S.R. Hargrove of the N.C. Highway Patrol.

Fred Elton Driver, 61, of Ronda, operator of a 
1999 Dodge Durango sport/utility vehicle, died 
at the scene, Hargrove said.

Around 12:15 p.m., Driver was traveling east 
when he went off on the right, overcorrected, 
and went off on the left, the trooper said. The 
vehicle hit an embankment, overturned and 
hit a tree. Driver was ejected from the vehicle.

The wreck happened in the Ronda Fire Dis-
trict about a mile and a half west of the intersec-
tion of Mathis Mill Road and Clingman Road.

First responders and fi remen from the Ron-
da Fire Department provided assistance at the 
scene. Wilkes Emergency Medical Services per-
sonnel also were at the scene.

Hargrove listed damage to the vehicle at 
$8,000.

VIDAL GARRETT was one of two main 
speakers Friday during the Juneteenth 
rally at the Carolina West Wireless 
Community Commons in Wilkesboro. 
He and his wife, Jamella Garrett, or-
ganized the march and rally. 

‘A change is gonna come’
Unity, equality emphasized at Juneteenth event

By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

An event in the Wilkesboros late 
Friday afternoon commemorating 
the abolishment of slavery in the U.S. 
during the Civil War and celebrating 
unity drew hundreds of people.

Organizer Jamella Garrett of North 
Wilkesboro said she wanted the June-
teenth Day observance to be peace-
ful and it turned out to be just that. 
She was assisted by her husband, 
Vidal Garrett.

Despite chatter on social media 
earlier this week warning otherwise, 
there was no indication of “outsiders” 
causing problems at the “Community 
Walk and Peaceful Rally.”

Like a similar event led by the Gar-
retts on May 31 in North Wilkesboro, 
a roughly equal number of blacks 
and whites participated. There was 
a broad age range of people and sev-
eral brought their dogs.

Between a third and half of the 

people were wearing face masks to 
help prevent spread of the coronavi-
rus. Police had a strong presence in 
both towns.

Before the walk began at North 
Wilkesboro’s Memorial Park, Vidal 
Garrett asked that everything dur-
ing the event be done for the glory 
of God.

Signs carried by walkers indicat-
ed their reasons for participating: 
“White silence is violence;” “Black 

Virus levels 
off locally
Numbers still increasing 
statewide; 3rd phase nears

Man dies when his 
SUV fl ips, hits tree

By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Wilkes County’s COVID-19 case count has lev-
eled off, with only a slight or no increase each 
day for nearly two weeks.

As of Tuesday, 557 Wilkes residents had test-
ed positive since the fi rst cases in March, and 
508 of those were recovered. That left 49 “active 
cases” in Wilkes. A COVID-19 patient who was 
hospitalized is considered recovered after at 
least 28 days pass since he tested positive. If not 
hospitalized, it’s 14 days since testing positive.

The last time the daily case total increased 
by more than three in Wilkes was when it rose 
from 528 on June 12 to 542 on June 13 due to an 
outbreak at the Wilkes Correctional Center in 
North Wilkesboro. In the outbreak at the prison, 
25 people had tested positive as of last week.

All of the county’s cases since and includ-
ing the outbreak at the prison have been “close 
contact” cases, said Wilkes Health Department 
Director Rachel Willard. This means health de-
partment offi cials identifi ed the people with CO-
VID-19 cases or the situations that resulted in 
these latest cases. When this isn’t determined, 
these are called “community spread” cases.

Willard said Wilkes Medical Center is seeing 
an increased number of patients with non-CO-
VID-like symptoms and is doing more surgical 
procedures. The hospital hasn’t had more than 
one COVID-19 patient admitted at a time all this 
week. It went 11 days without admitting a CO-
VID-19 patient before reporting one on June 19.

“We really did well fl attening the curve” in 
Wilkes, she said. This refers to slowing the in-
crease of COVID-19 cases to avoid overwhelm-
ing hospitals and other health care facilities.

Wilkes Medical Center had as many as nine 
COVID-19  patients at a time in May, largely due 
to a COVID-19 “cluster” of about 600 cases at 
the Tyson Foods Inc. chicken processing in 
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“We have to start supporting 

each other—of all races, of 

all colors, of all creeds, of all 

religions—because without 

every last one of you, history 

would not be made today.”

—Vidal Garrett
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Blackhawks vs. Bulldogs
West Wilkes beat Dixon in three games to win the 
2010 1A state baseball championship. Page B1

Indoor church services 
resume with precautions

See Page A6


