
Cause not determined yet, but nothing suspicious

www.journalpatriot.com Blazing the trail of progress in the State of Wilkes for over 114 years 8 Pages 

Wilkes

Journal-Patriot
Friday

June 26, 2020

Published

Wednesday

North Wilkesboro, N.C.

Special

e-Edition

Masks now required; 
phase 2 limits remain
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Face coverings will be manda-
tory in most public places in North 
Carolina to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19 starting at 5 p.m. Friday 
under an order issued Wednesday 
by Gov. Roy Cooper.

Cooper also said he was extend-
ing phase two of “reopening” North 
Carolina until July 17 instead of 
letting phase two expire Friday as 
scheduled and moving to phase 
three.

Cooper’s ful l executive or-
der can be found at https : / /

governor.nc.gov/documents /

executive-order-no-147.

Remaining in phase two means 
most mass gatherings are still lim-
ited to 10 people indoors and 25 
outdoors, on-premises dining at 
restaurants is still limited to about 
50% of capacity and movie theaters, 
museums, public playgrounds, in-
door exercise facilities and gaming 
establishments must remain closed. 
Religious gatherings, funerals and 

weddings are exempt.
The House failed to override Coo-

per’s veto of a bill allowing bars and 
gyms to reopen on Wednesday, so 
they remain closed.

The extension of phase two raises 
questions about Wilkes County high 
school graduation plans. School Su-
perintendent Mark Byrd said in mid-
May that formal graduation obser-
vances would be delayed until the 
weekend of July 17-18, with a goal of 

SIGNS STAT-
ING SUP-
PORT of law 
enforcement 
has gone up 
along road-
sides and 
in yards in 
Wilkes Coun-
ty. This sign 
is near the 
Wilkes Coun-
ty Court-
house in 
Wilkesboro.

Law enforcement offi cers 
receive community support
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Support of law enforcement 
offi cers in Wilkes County has 
been shown in several ways 
recently.

This includes signs with 
“Thank you, law enforce-
ment” written across a badge 
that has appeared along roads 
and in yards in the last few 
weeks. Meals have been pre-
pared for local law enforce-
ment agencies.

“The Wilkes County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce has been overwhelmed 
with community support the 
past several months from resi-

dents of Wilkes County in their 
support of law enforcement, 
this support always been com-
forting and continues to be,” 
said Wilkes Sheriff Chris Shew.

On the afternoon of June 
19, over 250 barbecue chick-
en meals were delivered to 
offi ces of the Wilkesboro and 
North Wilkesboro police de-
partments, N.C. Highway Pa-
trol, sheriff’s offi ce, 911 Com-
munications Center and coun-
ty jail.

This showing of support 
resulted from a casual con-
versation between friends a 
week earlier on June 12, said 

Keith Hutchison of the Windy 
Gap community, who is known 
for cooking barbecue chicken 
and other food for groups and 
events.

“Me and a couple of friends 
were sitting on the porch talk-
ing about all that’s going on,” 
said Hutchison, referring to 
negative media reports about 
law enforcement. “I made the 
comment that I would like to 
cook a meal for them to let 
them know the support they 
have.”

His friends liked that idea 

Analysis: 
Undercount 
is costly here
By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Wilkes County stands to lose an estimated 
$2.76 million per year as a result of the county’s 
population being undercounted in the 2020 Cen-
sus, according to analysis by the N.C. Offi ce of 
Budget and Management (NCOBM).

The potential loss is part of over $417 million 
per year in federal funding that could be lost 
statewide based on the undercounting repre-
sented in the state’s May 31 response rate, ac-
cording to  the NCOBM projection.

State and local offi cials say that’s partly why 
it’s essential that everyone is counted.

The census directly affects the allocation of 
$23.8 billion annually in federal resources to 
the state. It also provides key decision-makers 
with the information needed to ensure govern-
ment resources are directed fairly and strategi-
cally to the state’s communities.

The census ensures that communities are 
appropriately represented in the N.C. House of 
Representatives and in Congress. With an accu-
rate 2020 Census count, North Carolina is pro-
jected to gain one or two seats in the House, in-

WCC commencement 
is planned for Aug. 7

Wilkes Community College’s commencement, 
delayed from its usual date in May because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, will be held Aug. 7, 
WCC President Jeff Cox said Wednesday after-
noon during a college board of trustees meeting.

The meeting, beginning at 1 p.m., was the sec-
ond virtual meeting held by the board since the 
pandemic began,  Cox said.

The nature of the graduation event hasn’t been 
fi nalized. Cox said he is leaning toward having 
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MILLERS CREEK 
LASERWASH on 
N.C. 16 was con-
sidered a total loss 
after a fi re there 
early Thursday 
morning. The fi re 
is believed to have 
started in the end 
of the structure in 
the photo above.

There are no indications of any-
thing suspicious but an investigation 
is continuing to determine the cause 
of a fi re that destroyed a car wash on 
N.C. 16 North in Millers Creek early 
Thursday morning, said Wilkes Fire 
Marshal Niki Hamby.

Firefi ghters were dispatched to the 
fi re at Millers Creek Laserwash about 
2:20 a.m. Thursday after it was re-
ported by passing motorists on N.C. 
16 North.

Millers Creek Fire Chief Robbie Bo-
lin said he lives about half a mile away 

from the car wash and heard explo-
sions from the fi re as he was preparing 
to leave his home in response when 
fi re departments were dispatched. 

Bolin said there were at least fi ve 
or six explosions, which he said likely 
were containers of materials used at 
the car wash and stored in a mechani-
cal room on the end of the structure 
where Hamby said the fi re is believed 
to have started.

He said the fi re apparently began in 
the roof area on this end and burned 
the entire length of the roof, consist-

ing of wooden trusses and an alu-
minum covering. The remainder of 
the structure was made of concrete 
and block.

There were also two automatic car 
wash bays on this end and the rest of 
the structure consisted of fi ve self-
service car wash bays. Hamby said 
he hasn’t ruled out electrical issues 
as the cause.

He said owners Steve Jarvis and 
Mark Jarvis have insurance o n the 

Car wash destroyed by fi re
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Some gyms reopen 
under exceptions

By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Like owners of other local gym and fi tness cen-
ters closed since March 23 under  efforts to prevent 
the coronavirus from spreading, Megan Barnett 
is torn between public safety concerns and fears 
that her business might not survive the pandemic.

“I 100% agree that it isn’t safe to fully open” 
gyms, said Barnett, owner of Hive Fitness Stu-
dio in Wilkesboro on Wednesday after Gov. Roy 
Cooper announced that gyms and bars must re-
main closed for another three weeks as part of a 
continuation of phase two of the “reopening” of 
North Carolina.

“I am also very concerned my business will not 
make it. Our members love us and support us and 
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Saturday
Mostly sunny

High 87 Low 66

Sunday
Chance of storms

High 84 Low 68

Monday
Thunderstorms likely

High 85 Low 67

Tuesday
Thunderstorms likely

High 81 Low 65
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