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People now running for 
elected of fice in Wilkes-
boro and North Wilkesboro 
shared varied views on 
combining the two munic-
ipalities during an Oct. 7 
question and answer forum 

at the Yadkin Valley Mar-
ketplace in North Wilkes-
boro.

Regardless of their per-
sonal feelings on merging, 
they all agreed that it’s a 
matter that should be left 
for people of the two towns 
to decide by voting.

The majority of the can-
didates indicated support 
for commissioning a study 
on advantages and disad-
vantages of merging. They 
all spoke in favor of Wil-
kesboro and North Wilkes-
boro working together to 
address each other’s needs.

Candidates for North Wil-
kesboro mayor are Michael 
Cooper, William Hamby, 
Marc R. Hauser, and Rob-
ert L. Johnson. Johnson is 
the incumbent.

Candidates for two North 

Views on merging and 
sharing town resources told
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One of four people running 
for North Wilkesboro mayor 
f i led  paper work showing 
$18,534 in contributions in the 
first three campaign finance 
reporting periods combined.

The records show Michael 
Cooper also spent $13,283 in 
these three reporting periods, 
with the most recent period 
ending Sept. 21.

Wilkes Board of Elections 
Director Kim Caudill said she 
wasn’t aware of any candidate 
for North Wilkesboro mayor 
ever receiving or spending 
more than the amounts Cooper 
reported.

A candidate receiving $1,000 
or more in an election cycle, 
including from the candidate, 
must file campaign finance 
reports with the county board 
of elections.

If campaign finance reports 
are required, the source of each 
contribution exceeding $50 
must be included.

Cooper listed nearly 50 con-
tributions exceeding the $50 
threshold, including about 20 
from people with addresses 
in Wilkes and about 10 with 
addresses outside North Caro-
lina. They’re people in various 
professions.

Cooper said his donors 
include relatives, longtime 
friends who no longer live 
in Wilkes and friends from a 
church mission trip. He said 
they include professional peo-
ple from around the nation he 
developed relationships with 
in leadership programs, both 
Republicans and Democrats.

“Ever ywhere I go I talk 
about how much I love North 
Wilkesboro and why I want to 
serve the community. People 
are inspired by that and want to 
support the campaign.”

Cooper’s campaign expenses 
include fundraising fees, logo 
design, website development, 
video production, billboards, 
campaign literature, bumper 
stickers, T-shir ts, banners, 
business cards, food for events, 
yard signs and radio and news-
paper advertising.

Marc Hauser, also a candi-
date for Nor th Wilkesboro 
mayor, repor ted receiving 
$3,829.18 and spending the 
same amount in the first three 
reporting periods combined.

Contributions Hauser report-
ed receiving include $1,650 
from Samantha Lockton of 
Cherr y Hills Village, Colo., 
which he used to purchase a 
billboard adver tisement on 
Aug. 9. Hauser said Lockton is 
his daughter.

The remaining $2,179 of 

1 mayoral 
candidate 

raises 
$18,534 
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A leader in environmental steward-
ship in farming is the latest induct-
ee in the Wilkes County Agricultural 
Hall of Fame.

Gar y N. Blake of the Somers 
community in southeastern Wilkes 
became the 19th inductee a year later 
than planned due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Dr. Bill Davis, chairman of the Wil-
kes Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict Board of Supervisors, presented 
Blake with a plaque with his image in 
a brief ceremony on the Blake farm 
along Hunting Creek Road on Oct. 12.

A duplicate plaque hangs with 18 
others in the Wilkes Agricultural Cen-
ter in Wilkesboro.

The farm that Gar y and Lorene 
Oakley Blake started over 40 years 

ago at the base of Ring Fire Knob 
now encompasses 650 acres and sup-
ports three generations of the Blake 
family. “If this isn’t a family farm, 
there isn’t one,” said Davis.

The farm became a contract pullet 
producer for Holly Farms in 1980, 
and now is a contract broiler produc-
er with Holly’s predecessor, Tyson 

Ag honoree known for ability to change

Photo courtesy of Wilkes Soil and Water Conservation District

Taking a break while harvesting corn on the Blake farm in southeastern Wilkes County are Tyler Blake, who is Gary Blake’s 
grandson, and two of his great-grandsons.

BY STAFF REPORT

A two-mile section of N.C. 
268 East in North Wilkes-
boro is now publicly identi-
fied with signs as “Conley 
Call Highway” in memory 
of the longtime govern-
ment, business, church and 
civic leader here.

Immediate family mem-
bers of Call  and town 
and N.C. Depar tment of 
Transpor tation of ficials 

met Thursday to dedicate 
the highway, from Second 
Street to the town limits, in 
memory of Call.

The N.C. Board of Trans-
por tat ion unanimously 
approved the designation in 
December 2018. The North 
Wilkesboro commissioners 
endorsed this in October 
2017, and it was requested 
by Call’s immediate fami-
ly in late August 2017. Call 

was 86 when he died in 
early December 2017.

“I want to thank every-
one for their contributions 
to make this happen,” said 
Gracie Call.

“Conley Call Highway” 
signs weren’t put up until 
widening of 3.7 miles of 
N.C. 268, from Second 
Street to Airpor t Road, 
was completed earlier this 
year. Contractor Young 

& McQueen Grading Co. 
started work on the project 
in the spring of 2015.

Call served two four-year 
terms as North Wilkesboro 
mayor, star ting in 1993. 
After becoming a Nor th 
Wilkesboro firefighter in 
1956, he served in that fire 
department as lieutenant, 
captain, assistant fire chief 

‘Conley Call Highway’ signs go up

SEE SIGNS/PAGE A2 SEE CANDIDATE/PAGE A2

SEE VIEWS/PAGE A3

SEE HONOREE/PAGE A3


