
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 www.journalpatriot.com

Blazing the trail of progress in the State of Wilkes for over 114 years 28 pages • 50 cents

Journal-Patriot
Wilkes

P u b l i s h e d  W e d n e s d a y  •  N o r t h  W i l k e s b o r o ,  N . C .  V o l u m e  114 ,  N o .  6 5  •  U S P S  2 8 5 -7 0 0

BIG INNING PROPELS WEST TO 6-2 WIN PAGE B1 VOLUNTEERS PICK UP LITTER ON WILKES ROADS PAGE A9

TODAY

Sunny

High, 61 | Low, 30

THURSDAY

Sunny

High, 59 | Low, 33 

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny

High, 66 | Low, 43 

Business����������������C4

Classifieds �������B4-7

Comics ������������������C8

Editorials ������������� A4

Farm �����������������������C3

Obituaries �������A6-8

Sports ���������������B1-3

Wilkes Living ������C1

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The Wilkes County School 
District’s plans for summer 
school have been announced.

It’s scheduled June 14 to 

July 29, Monday to Thursday 
each week, with a week of f 
for the July 4 holiday.

“We hope to be able to offer 
summer school at each of 
our 22 schools. The plan is to 

have a regular school day of 
7:45 to 3 for elementary and 
8 to 3:30 for middle and high 
school,” said Dr. Donna Cot-
ton, chief academic officer for 
the Wilkes schools.

“This is all dependent on 
the number of students who 
participate.”

School districts must pro-
v ide  in -person  summer 
school this year under legis-
lation signed into law April 
9 by Gov. Roy Cooper. The 
law doesn’t provide new state 

funding for summer school, 
but districts can use federal 
COVID-19 relief funds to run 
the program.

C o t t o n  s a i d  t h e  l a w 
requires that districts invite 
“at risk” students to summer 

Wilkes K-12 summer school plans told
‘At risk’ students must be invited first to participate
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The Oakwoods Road bridge over 
Cub Creek in Wilkesboro was closed 
to traffic about 1:30 p.m. April 15 “out 
of an abundance of caution” after an 
inspection earlier in the day revealed 
that repairs are needed, stated an 
N.C. Department of Transportation 
press release.

It remains closed while of ficials 
with the DOT bridge section in 
Raleigh conduct analysis to determine 
what is needed to maintain safety, 
said Andrew Glasco, transportation 
supervisor II in bridge maintenance 
for the DOT’s Wilkes and Caldwell 
districts.

Glasco said Tuesday that he is still 
waiting to learn plans for the bridge 
from officials in Raleigh. The bridge’s 
weight limit was already reduced to 
19 tons for single vehicles and 25 tons 
for tractor-trailers some time back.

Oakwoods Road bridge closed 
due to findings in inspection

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Oakwoods Road bridge over Cub Creek was closed on the afternoon of April 15 after an inspection found repairs are needed.

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Steel hardware on the ends of three transverse cables became so deteriorated that 
they no longer maintained tension. A bridge inspector was able to pull the end of 
one of the cables out from the side of the bridge. The transverse cables help hold 
concrete slabs in place.
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The N.C. Supreme Court sus-
pended District Court Judge Wil-
liam F. “Bill” Brooks of Wilkes-
boro from the bench without pay 
for 30 days on Friday for violating 

the N.C. Code of Judicial Conduct.
The court took this action after 

it and the N.C. Judicial Standards 
Commission found that Brooks 
violated the code by serving as 
executor of the estates of a cou-
ple not related to him and by not 

properly reporting nearly $90,000 
he received for this.

The code prohibits judges from 
being executors for estates of 
non-family members. It requires 
that they disclose receiving more 
than $2,000 for activities beyond 

judicial functions in a Judicial 
Income Report and Statement of 
Economic Interest (SEI). They 
also must tell why it was received.

Brooks ser ves in the 23rd 

Supreme Court suspends Judge Brooks for 30 days

Judge 
William F. 

Brooks
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Methamphetamine  has 
become even more dom-
inant among illegal drugs in 
Wilkes County, said Wilkes 
Sherif f Chris Shew when he 
announced the arrest of 20 
people on felony drug charges 
on April 15.

The arrests resulted from 
investigations underway with-
in the last 2 ½ months and all 
but one primarily involved 
meth.

Drug car tels south of the 
U.S.-Mexican border are the 
primar y sources of meth 
sold here and Shew said it’s 
become easier to bring it 
across the border into the U.S. 
under Biden administration 
policies. He said the result is 
more meth here.

Shew said the cartels “are 
getting their operatives here 
(in the U.S.) to do business 
and have more people selling” 
meth. Shew said fentanyl is 
also becoming more common 
in Wilkes, as well as deadlier.

According to news reports, 
federal authorities seized 
record amounts of meth and 
fentanyl on the U.S.-Mexican 
border in 2020. Authorities 
said drug cartels shifted more 
to producing these illegal sub-
stances due to their increased 
profitability.

Capt. Craig Dancy, who 
heads the sherif f ’s of fice’s 

Meth’s 
dominance 
in Wilkes 

grows
Shew: More being 
brought here due 
to border policies
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