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The N.C. Forest Ser vice 
announced a burning ban 
Monday, the same day fire-
fighters wrapped up respons-
es to wildfires in Wilkes and 

Watauga counties and with a 
fire in Pilot Mountain State 
Park still not controlled.

The statewide ban on open 
burning 100 or more feet 
from any occupied dwell-
ing began at 5 p.m. Monday. 

Tuesday morning, the Wilkes 
fire marshal’s office instituted 
a burning ban on areas with-
in 100 feet of occupied dwell-
ings.

Open burning refers to 
burning leaves, branches 
or other plant material. Out-
side burning of trash, lum-
ber, tires, plastics or other 

non-vegetative material at any 
time is illegal in North Caro-
lina.

Previously-issued burning 
permits were canceled and 
no new burning permits are 
being issued until the forest 
service ban is lifted. Burning 
ban violations can result in 
a $100 fine and $183 court 

costs, plus liability for expens-
es from extinguishing a fire.

The burning bans, in effect 
until fur ther notice, come 
amid dr y and windy con-
ditions with low humidity. 
Another factor is newly-fall-
en leaves, dr y and highly 

Burning bans issued amid wildfires
Conditions ripe for more blazes

BY STAFF REPORT

The annual Wilkes County 
Christmas Parade is Saturday 
in North Wilkesboro and Wil-
kesboro.

The parade had over 70 
entries (listed below), includ-
ing over 20 floats and all four 
Wilkes high school marching 
bands, as of Monday.

A spokesman for the Wil-
kes Chamber of Commerce, 
which organizes the parade, 
said entries will be accepted 
through Saturday. The theme 
is, “A Patriotic Christmas.”

Parade entry fees are $50 per 
vehicle for commercial entries; 
$5 per vehicle for personal 
entries; and $5 per horse, ATV, 
lawnmower or motorcycle.

School-affiliated entries and 
other non-profit float entries are 
admitted free.

Parade entry applications are 
available at the chamber office 
or on the chamber website at 
h t tps ://www.wi lkescham-
ber.com/community-events. 
Entries will line up on the Cen-
tral Business District Loop as 
usual.

The parade will follow the 
same route it has taken in 
recent years through Nor th 
Wilkesboro and Wilkesboro, 
starting at the eastern end of 
the Central Business District 
Loop in North Wilkesboro and 
going west on Main Street.

It will go on other North Wil-
kesboro streets before cross-
ing the Yadkin River bridge 
between the Wilkesboros and 
going west on that town’s Main 
Street, ending near the inter-
section of Curtis Bridge Road 
and River Street (Main Street).

Parade entries as of Monday 
were:

Aaron Parker Life Aquat-
ic Pool & Spa Services, Blue 
Ridge Ranch, Crossroads Har-
ley Davidson, Peek-A-Boo’s 
Mobi le  Grooming,  Pr ui t t 
Health Hospice, Southern Den-
tal Associates, Steppin’ Out Stu-
dio, Studio 68 for Dance and 
Performing Arts, Trucksmart 
Insurance, Villages of Wil-
kes, Ted’s Kickin’ Chicken, 

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Randy Marion Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram in Wilkesboro left a giant white oak standing on property it purchased for expand-
ing the dealership. The tree, about 17 feet around at chest high, stands near Winkler Mill Road. White oaks are known to live 
600 years, but the average lifespan is 200-300.

N A T U R A L  B E A U T Y Over 70 
entries by 
Monday 

for parade

BY STAFF REPORT

The vaccination rate for Wilkes 
County’s total population on Monday 
remained 44%, among the lowest in 
the state and unchanged for about six 
weeks.

In adjoining counties Monday, the 
overall rates were: Watauga, 54%; 
Ashe, 51%; Caldwell, 45%; Iredell, 49%; 
Yadkin, 47%; Surry, 49%; and Allegha-
ny, 55%.

The vaccination rate for North Car-
olina’s total population was 57% on 
Monday. It was 68% for people 18 and 
older.

Wilkes Health Department Direc-
tor Rachel Willard said that out of 
about 5,000 children ages 5-12 in 
Wilkes, about 6% have received at 
least one dose of the vaccine. People 
in this age group have been eligible 
since early November.

Willard said about 27% of people 
ages 12-17 in Wilkes have received at 
least one dose of the vaccine.

Wilkes was among about 40 North 
Carolina counties still in the red for 
COVID-19 transmission on Monday. 
Being in the red indicates at least 

100 new cases in a seven-day period, 
which in this case is Nov. 21-27.

Wilkes had a 10.54% positivity rate 
on COVID-19 tests for the seven days 
ending Nov. 25, which was 1.49% 
more than the prior seven days. The 
target rate of state and national public 
health officials is 5%.

As of Monday, 11,075 Wilkes resi-
dents had tested positive for COVID-
19 since the pandemic began, up 
from 10,987 on Nov. 24 (when the last 
updated data was available.)

Wilkes had 152 active COVID-19 
cases as of Monday, with nine of 
those hospitalized. On Nov. 22, Wil-
kes had 252 active cases out of 10,965 
who had tested positive since the pan-
demic began, with 12 hospitalized.

The N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services listed Wilkes 
with 188 confirmed COVID-19-related 
deaths as of Monday, with no addi-
tional deaths reported since Nov. 17.

The website said appointments for 
people who qualify for first, second 
and additional vaccine doses and 
booster doses are available by calling 
336-990-9950 or 336-651-7450.

BY STAFF REPORT

A man charged in a Wil-
kesboro road rage case that 

o c c u r r e d  t w o 
years ago was 
s e n t e n c e d  t o 
b e t w e e n  f i v e 
and seven years 
in prison in Wil-
k e s  S u p e r i o r 
Court earlier this 
month.

Alphonso Sala-
din Jones, 53, of 

Abington Court, Wilkesboro, 
was sentenced after he pleaded 
guilty to discharging a weapon 
into a moving vehicle and pos-
session of a firearm by a con-
victed felon.

Judge John O. Craig gave 
Jones credit for nearly two 
years (697 days) he spent in 
the Wilkes County Jail after he 
was arrested in early Decem-
ber 2019, about a week after the 
incident occurred.

Vaccination rate for 
Wilkes County still 44%

Prison time 
given in road 

rage case

Alphonso 
Saladin Jones
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