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BY JULE HUBBARD
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Wilkes Medical Center 
employees started receiving 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccina-
tions in a conference room 
on the hospital’s main floor 
by mid-morning Monday after 
the first shipment arrived 
about 7:30 that morning.

The doses were brought to 
the North Wilkesboro hos-
pital from Wake Forest Bap-
tist Medical Center in Win-
ston-Salem, which received 

its initial shipment of 2,925 
doses of  Pf izer vaccine 
around 7:30 a.m. Dec. 14.

Dozens of hospital employ-
ees awaiting their turns to be 
vaccinated were lined up in 
the hallway from the confer-
ence room entrance to the 
main hospital lobby Mon-
day mor ning. After each 
received a shot, he or she 
was directed to a seat in the 
conference room and told to 
wait 15 minutes before leav-
ing as a precaution in case a  

reaction occurred.
Dr. Mira Boone, hospital-

ist at Wilkes Medical Center, 
was among those vaccinat-
ed Monday. Boone said later 
Monday, “Taking the vaccine 
is just the right thing to do. 
It’s right for my patients, it’s 
right for myself and for my 
family, for my kids and my 
husband, and for all the peo-
ple I love. And it’s right for 
the community.”

She added, “We all want 
our life back from this plague. 
And the only way out of it 
anytime soon is by everyone 
getting this vaccine.”

Vaccinations of 
hospital staff start
Dr. Boone: ‘Taking the vaccine 

is just the right thing to do’

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Dr. Mira Boone, hospitalist at Wilkes Medical Center, receives her 
first of a two-part Pfizer vaccination Monday morning from 
Shawn Hopkins, registered medical assistant. She’ll be given the 
second dose in three weeks.

Submitted photo

The Christmas tree on Wilkes Heritage Museum lawn drew a group of local children 
playing in the nearby commons area for a closer view on Dec. 12. Jamella Garrett, 
Amy Johnson, Lora Walker and Alanna Fleming organized the gathering.

IN DOWNTOWN 
WILKESBORO

BY STAFF REPORT

Wilkes County churches are 
planning special worship ser-
vices and musical programs 
this week, some of which are 
in-person and some virtual in 
an effort to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

Cokie Bristol, the pastor at 
Millers Creek United Meth-
odist Church, said on the 
church’s Facebook page that 
the vir tual holy communion 
planned for today (Wednes-
day) from 7-8 p.m. can be 
accessed via Zoom, Facebook 
Live or YouTube.

“In planning for this ser-
vice, we felt that most have 
full plates Christmas Eve and 
day with scheduling around 
this pandemic,” said Bristol. 
“We wanted to lighten the load 

Churches 
plan 
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The Wilkes Sheriff’s Office’s 
latest round of felony drug 
arrests reflects the increased 
prevalence of imported meth-
amphetamine in Wilkes Coun-
ty, said Capt. Craig Dancy, who 
heads the agency’s narcotics 
unit.

“Everything has gone to 
meth now,” said Dancy when 
he announced these latest 
cases Friday. Charges against 
all but four of 35 defendants in 
the latest round include meth 
offenses.

“And they’re not making it 
here anymore because it can’t 
compete” with meth produced 
by drug cartels in Mexico, 
said Dancy. “We haven’t found 
a meth lab (in Wilkes) in two 
years.”

He said laws requiring retail-
ers to keep records of people 
who buy household ingredients 
used in simple “one-pot” meth 
labs, once prevalent across 
Appalachia, are also a factor.

Dancy said other new laws 
and greater awareness have 
made it harder to get prescrip-
tion pain pills for illegal purpos-
es. “Doctors around here have 
done a great job” with this, he 
said.

He said people addicted to 
opioids from taking pain pills 
in many cases are now using 
meth, while fear of ingredients 
in heroin is still making it less 
popular locally.

Drug  
busts reflect 
dominance 
of imported 

meth
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Owners of residences and commer-
cial buildings in at least parts of five 
Wilkes County fire districts can expect 
to soon pay less for homeowner’s 
insurance.

The N.C. Department of Insurance 
announced earlier this month that it 
reduced fire suppression ratings for 
the Knotville, Broadway, Moravian 
Falls, Mountain View and Mulber-

ry-Fairplains fire districts, ef fective 
April 1, 2021.

The private Insurance Ser vices 
Office (ISO) inspects fire departments 
and rates them based on a Fire Sup-
pression Rating Schedule from the 
N.C. Department of Insurance. Nine 
Wilkes fire departments were inspect-
ed in October.

This schedule considers emergen-
cy communications, fire department 

(including equipment and firefighter 
training hours) and available water 
supply. It also recognizes efforts fire 
prevention, public fire safety education 
and fire investigation efforts.

ISO rates fire depar tments on a 
scale of one to 10, with one being the 
best. These ratings, typically in effect 
for about five years, are provided to 

Improved ratings mean lower insurance premiums
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