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Marc Hauser was elect-
ed North Wilkesboro’s new 
mayor on Nov. 2 with 309 
votes, a strong 50% of votes 
cast in the race.

Michael Cooper received 
230 votes (37.22%) in the 
mayoral race, followed by 

incumbent Rober t John-
son with 49 votes (7.93%) 
and William Hamby with 
30 votes (4.85%). Hauser, 
Cooper and Hamby were all 
first-time candidates.

Winning the two North 
Wilkesboro commission-
er seats on the ballot were 
Otis Church with 339 votes 

(32.91%) and incumbent 
Angela Day with 291 votes 
(28.25%).

Voters  retur ned two 
incumbents to Wilkesboro 
Town Council seats. Russ 
Ferree finished with 302 
votes (44.15%) and Nellie 
Archibald with 290 votes 
(42.40%). Newcomer Lee 

Taylor received 83 votes 
(12.13). There were nine 
write-in votes.

North Wilkesboro had a 
26% voter turnout, with 622 
ballots cast. Wilkesboro 
had a 16.6% turnout, with 
379 ballots cast. Combined, 

Hauser is elected new 
North Wilkesboro mayor
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A new report listing Wilkes 
Medical Center with the largest 
profit margin among the state’s 
103 hospitals in 2019 says many 
of these hospitals don’t provide 
enough charity care to justify 
their tax exemptions.

The report, released Oct. 27, 
is based on a study by research-
ers at John Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health and 
North Carolina’s State Health 
Plan. It showed Wilkes Medical 
Center (WRMC Hospital Oper-
ating Corp.) with a 37.21% profit 
margin and 3.79% of its expens-
es on charity care in 2019.

N.C. Treasurer Dale Folwell, 
who oversees the State Health 
Plan, requested the report and 
analysis. Current and retired 
state employees, teachers and 
legislators par ticipate in the 
plan, making it the largest 
buyer of medical and pharma-
ceutical services and supplies in 
the state.

Under Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) rules, nonprofit hos-
pitals are expected to provide 
charity care and other commu-
nity benefits in exchange for 
exemptions from federal, state 
and local taxes; to receive 
tax-deductible charitable dona-
tions; and for tax-exempt bonds.

The report said there are no 
minimum amounts of charitable 
care required for hospitals to 
keep nonprofit status and tax 
exemptions and no public entity 
determines if they fulfill their 
mission to provide charitable 
care. It said lawmakers need 
to know that tax exemptions 
aren’t achieving their intended 
purpose and that policymakers 
could consider requiring that 
nonprofit hospitals provide cer-
tain levels of charity care spend-
ing.

N.C. Healthcare Association 
(NCHA) spokesman Stepha-
nie Strickland said the report 
“paints an inaccurate and mis-
leading picture of North Car-
olina hospitals’ community 
investments and charity care 
spending.” She said the IRS 
audits required reports of char-
ity care spending and hospitals 
can lose tax-exempt status due 
to non-compliance.

Strickland faulted the report 
for having data inaccuracies; 
inconsistencies such as switch-
ing back and for th between 
hospita l -speci f ic  and sys-
tem-wide data and using the 

Report: 
Nonprofit 
hospital 

charity care 
lacking

Wilkes Medical 
Center listed with 

largest profit margin
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The Wilkes County commissioners 
unanimously approved a “resolution 
for life” at their Nov. 2 meeting, draw-
ing applause from a standing-room-on-
ly crowd of about 230 people.

The 1 ½-page resolution said the 
commissioners urged Wilkes citizens 
“to promote and defend the unalien-
able right to life and the inherent dig-

nity of all human beings, including 
the unborn, from conception or fertil-
ization through all stages of develop-
ment.”

The document said the county 
board also “resolves to use all means 
within its power to support the sanctity 
of human life in accordance with its 
God-given responsibilities as the peo-
ple’s elected governing body.” Later 

in an interview, County Attorney Tony 
Triplett said the commissioners “don’t 
have authority to enact laws with 
respect to abortion, but they do have 
authority to express their collective 
opinion in the form of a resolution, 
which is what they did” Nov. 2.

The resolution and a request for 

Right to life resolution passes
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About 230 people were present when the Wilkes County commissioners approved a 1 1/2-page “Resolution for Life” in their 
Nov. 2 meeting. It was held at the Wilkes Agricultural Center due to the large crowd.
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V
eterans Day is always 
doubly special for 
Warren Harding Brown 

of Fairplains Road, North 
Wilkesboro, due to his 
service in World War II and 
because it’s his birthday, 
but the significance is even 
greater this year.

Brown is preparing 
to celebrate his 100th 
birthday, which is 
Thursday, Nov. 11.

He was born to James 
Robert and Catherine 

Player Brown in 1921. His 
namesake, an advocate of 
full civil rights for Blacks, 
was sworn in as nation’s 
president that same year.

Brown was born in 
New York City, where his 

father (originally from 
Greensboro) had gotten 
a job driving a mail truck 
between New York and 
Philadelphia. His mother 
was originally from 
Alabama.

Brown was a young child 
when the family moved 
back to McDowell County, 
W.Va., after Brown’s father 
decided to return to work in 
a U.S. Steel coal mine. He 
had first moved there after 
leaving North Carolina.

Brown was class 
valedictorian when he 
graduated from Gary 
District High School in 
McDowell County in 
1939. He was working as a 
plumber’s helper for U.S. 
Steel when he was drafted 
into the Army in late 1941, 
soon after the U.S. entered 
WWII.

Brown was inducted 
into the Army in Virginia 
and sent to Fresno, Calif., 
where he became part of 
the 445th Signal Battalion, 

Celebrating a very special Veterans Day
Man who served 

in WWII turns 
100 Thursday
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The importance of family to Warren Brown is reflected in 
the number of photos of relatives on walls of his home in 
Fairplains.
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