
Pickup of caps and gowns being made special
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Drive-in church services allowed in towns
The chairman of the Wilkes 

County commissioners and 
mayors of the county’s three 
towns on Thursday approved 
amendments to a declaration 
of emergency in place for their 
jurisdictions.

Wilkesboro Mayor Mike In-
score, North Wilkesboro Robert 
Johnson and Ronda Mayor Vic-
tor Varela signed an amendment 
stating that drive-in church ser-
vices are allowed under certain 
conditions starting Friday.

The three town governments 
previously viewed drive-in 

church services with more than 
10 people participating as a pro-
hibited activity, stated a press 
release from North Wilkesboro 
Town Manager Wilson Hooper.

The press release was issued 
Thursday to announce the lat-
est amendment. Drive-in church 
services were viewed as a pro-
hibited activity under an earlier 
amendment to the declaration 
approved by the mayors but not 
Eddie Settle, chairman of the 
county commissioners.

Also on Thursday, Settle 
signed an amendment extend-

ing the declaration of emergen-
cy as it applies to areas outside 
municipalities in Wilkes until 
May 8 with one exception.

Settle excluded the second 
amendment to the declaration 
he signed from the extension, 
which means this amendment 
expired Thursday. It prohibited 
hotels and other places of lodg-
ing from renting to out-of-town 
and out-of-state guests, with 
certain exceptions.

Last week, Gov. Roy Cooper 
extended his statewide “stay at 
home” order to May 8.

The local declaration of emer-
gency was also originally set 
to expire in the three towns on 
Thursday, but Inscore, Johnson 
and Varela extended it to May 
15 when they met remotely on 
April 14.

The press release from Hoop-
er said the amendment allowing 
drive-in church services aligns 
the towns’ interpretation of per-
mitted gatherings more closely 
with that of Cooper, who said in 
early April that drive-in church 
services “appear to be accept-
able as long as individuals re-

main in their vehicles and avoid 
contact.”

Inscore, Johnson and Varela 
“agreed to the change as an ac-
knowledgement of the impor-
tance of religious communion 
to area residents trying to ride 
out the coronavirus,” the release 
stated.

The amendment allowing 
drive-in worship services in the 
towns requires that organizers 
of the services take the follow-
ing measures to ensure social-
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POND MOUN-
TAIN, in the 
northwest 
corner of 
Ashe Coun-
ty, is known 
for its expan-
sive views 
and the doz-
en or so small 
ponds on top of 
mountain.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Fifth in a 
series of articles on the trails of 
northwest North Carolina.

By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

While surveying the line be-
tween the colonies of North Car-
olina and Virginia in the late 1740s, 
Peter Jefferson trekked across a 
peak he named Pond Mountain and 
wrote in his journal that it was “as 
far in the wilderness as any white 
man will ever go.”

The surveyor, who was the fa-
ther of Thomas Jefferson, report-
edly gave the mountain its name 
because he was so impressed by 

Uniqueness of Pond 
Mtn. long recognized
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LACEY CHURCH smiles for a school photographer Thursday after receiving her cap and gown at West 
Wilkes High School in Millers Creek.

Most of 56 
cases tied 
to Tyson
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Wilkes County’s COV-
ID-19 case total was 56 by 
noon Thursday afternoon, 
up from 49 Wednesday 
evening and 37 Wednesday 
morning.

The majority of the 56 
cases are linked to an out-
break at the Tyson Foods 
Inc. chicken processing 
complex in Wilkesboro, said 
Wilkes Health Department 
Director Rachel Willard.

Willard also said fewer  
than half of all of the COV-
ID-19 cases confi rmed at the 
Tyson complex in Wilkes-
boro are Wilkes residents.

She said she couldn’t 
state the total number of 
confi rmed cases tied to the 
Tyson complex or the to-
tal number of Wilkes cases 
alone tied to the complex.

County Manager John 
Yates said Wednesday that 
the rapid increase in con-

firmed Wilkes cases this 
week was partly due to in-
creased testing. Yates said 
Wilkes may continue to see 
a rise in lab-confi rmed CO-
VID-19 cases in the next few 
weeks due to this.

“With the increase in 
availability of testing and as 
part of the governor’s plan 
to stay ahead of the curve 
and reopen North Carolina, 
he has established testing as 
a priority,” he said.

Willard said the criteria 
for testing hasn’t changed 
in Wilkes, but testing is 
available at more locations. 
Based on N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices guidance, the policy is 
to not test people with mild 
COVID-19 symptoms to help 
limit use of personal pro-
tection equipment. Unless 
hospitalized, anyone with 
COVID-19 symptoms is sup-

PRINCIPAL AMANDA PRUITT of West Wilkes High 
School shares a laugh with the Struttin’ Hawk 
school mascot Thursday during the senior cap 
and gown drive-through.

Outpouring of 
senior support
By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Seniors at West Wilkes 
High School received their 
graduation caps and gowns 
amid great fanfare Thurs-
day, thanks to an outpour-
ing of support from school 
staff and the Millers Creek 
community.

As seniors arrived on 
campus, their names were 
announced over the foot-
ball fi eld’s public address 
system and they were 
greeted with honking 
horns, music and cheer-
ing spectators. Seniors 
then accepted their cer-
emonial supplies from 
staff through rolled-down 
windows as they drove 
through the school’s reg-

ular car line.
West Wilkes Principal 

Amanda Pruitt called it a 
bittersweet day.

“While this is not ideal, 
we hope that our seniors 
know just how much we 
miss them and care for 
them. The outpouring of 
love and support of this 
school community never 
ceases to amaze me as a 
school administrator. We 
love the Class of 2020 and 
today was a great remind-
er of what it means to be a 
Blackhawk.”

Pruitt said school staff 
created banners, signs and 
decorated balloons to hon-
or the seniors. They also 

Eighty-two people who 
work at a fi ber cement sid-
ing manufacturing opera-
tion in Roaring River were 
placed on furlough on April 
8, according to a WARN Act 
notice filed with the N.C. 
Department of Commerce.

The WARN Act notice, fi led 
April 27 by Plycem USA, do-
ing business as Allura, said 
“all affected employees were 
or will be placed on furlough 

beginning on April 8, 2020, 
and continuing to June 1, 
2020. This action will affect 
82 employees at that time.”

“We expect to be back in 
full operation and recall-
ing our employees in July 
2020, but are providing this 
notice in the unlikely event 
we are forced to extend this 
time period,” stated the no-

82 Allura employees 
temporarily laid off
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Saturday
Sunny and mild

High 73 Low 52
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Mostly sunny, warm

High 81 Low 61
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Chance of rain early

High 74 Low 51

Tuesday
Chance of showers

High 74 Low 54

Tyson doubles bonuses, ups short-term disability coverage for workers. Page E5


