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BY JULE HUBBARD
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Wilkes County remained in the fore-
front of a COVID-19 surge this week 
after being included early last week on 
a list of 10 North Carolina counties with 
“critical community spread” of the virus.

Wilkes and the other nine coun-
ties were singled out for having high 
COVID-19 transmission levels in a new 

‘Critical community spread’
Wilkes among 10 

counties singled out in 
COVID-19 alert system

Map courtesy of N�C� Department of Health and Human Services

Wilkes was among 10 counties (colored red) identified as having “critical communi-
ty spread” of COVID-19 in the first installment of a new statewide alert system 
announced Nov. 17.

BY STAFF REPORT

Wilkes Community College 
officials are working on ways 
to address an anticipated $1 
million-plus reduction in reve-
nue next fall due to decreased 
enrollment this semester, said 
Dr. Jeff Cox, WCC president.

The funding loss will likely 
make WCC staf f cuts neces-
sary, said Cox during a Nov. 
14 Wilkes Economic Develop-
ment Corp. board meeting.

WCC’s enrollment is down 
about 9% from the same time 
last year, he said.
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BY STAFF REPORT

EDITOR’S NOTE: A complete 

obituary for Dr� Essie Norris Hayes is 

on the inside�

Dr. Essie Norris Hayes, a 
longtime educator and educa-
tion leader in Wilkes County, 
died Saturday 
night at Rose 
G l e n  M a n o r 
in Wilkesboro 
after a period 
o f  d e c l i n i n g 
health. She had 
turned 93 less 
than a month 
earlier.

Hayes taught 
in the Wilkes County Schools 
and at Wilkes Community Col-
lege, both for many years. She 
served on the Wilkes County 
Board of Education from 1996-
2000.

Hayes was school board 
chairman when Wilkes voters 
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education 
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Construction of the Wil-
kes County Landfill’s fifth 
lined cell off N.C. 268 East 
in Roaring River is well 
underway.

Despite periods of exces-
sive rain, Greensboro-based 
D.H. Grif fin Construction 
Co. is only about three 
weeks behind and should 
complete the $2.5 million 
project in Januar y, said 
Wilkes County Solid Waste 
Director Anderia Byrd. The 
current landfill cell has 
ample space for garbage to 
accommodate more delays, 
she added.

Construction on the 5 
½-acre landfill cell, about 

the same size as the four 
prior cells, star ted in the 
spring. Like the earlier four, 
it will have multiple liners 
and a leachate collection 
system designed to keep 
leachate from seeping into 
groundwater. Leachate is 
water in garbage and pre-
cipitation that is contam-
inated when it percolates 
through garbage.

The liner system begins 
with low-permeable, red 
clay soil hauled in from on 
site and spread over the bot-
tom and sides of the cell. 
Enough red clay is used 
to make this layer two-feet 
thick after compaction.

Next, huge sheets of 
high-density polyethylene 

(HDPE), 60 millimeters 
(1/16th of an inch) thick, 
are unrolled by workers 
over the red clay to cover 
the entire base of the cell. 
These plastic sheets are 
connected by fusion weld-
ing, which uses heat to melt 
them together where they 
overlap.

“An electronic leak detec-
tion test is per formed to 
find and repair any and all 
holes even as small as a pin 
head” in the polyethylene 
liner, said Byrd.

Above the red clay and 
HDPE layers, a system of 
perforated pipes is installed 
with a layer of  gravel 
around it at the lowest point 
in the cell. These perforat-

ed pipes collect leachate 
and drain it to a solid pipe 
leading to a leachate pond 
below the cell.

Contents of the leach-
ate pond are pumped into 
tanker trucks and hauled 
to the Wilkesboro Waste-
water Treatment Plant for 
treatment and release into 
the Yadkin River with other 
wastewater treated at the 
plant. Subtitle D of the fed-
eral Resource Conservation 
and Recover y Act, which 
regulates public landfills, 
requires that public land-
fills be built with liner and 
leachate collection systems.

D e s p i t e  o r g a n i z e d 

5th landfill cell under construction

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

High-density polyethylene (HDPE) liner is placed over a layer of compacted red clay soil at the base of a new 5 1/2-acre cell at 
the Wilkes County Landfill in Roaring River earlier this month.
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We offer a basic wash package starting at $5.
Our top wash package is $10 and offers a “desalt” application and finish sealant with dryer.

Our top 3 wash packages offer underbody flush to keep the rust off.
Every automatic wash has an optional free vacuum token.

offers a Touchless automatic carwash experience like no other.

580 Independence Ave
in Midtown Plaza

708 River St
across from Tyson


