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The county commissioners have 
initiated a process for constructing 
an emergency services center and a 
new Wilkes County Office Building, as 
well as renovating the current County 
Office Building and moving the Wil-
kes Health Department there.

In their March 16 meeting, the 
Wilkes commissioners unanimously 
approved a resolution that outlines 
under taking the three projects in 
phases with the “design-build” con-
struction method.

As authorized by state law, design-
build means a single company is 
responsible for all architectural, engi-

neering and construction work under 
a contract with a state or local govern-
ment entity. Design-build proponents 
say it helps design and construction 
professionals work together better.

The commissioners also approved a 
reimbursement resolution saying the 

Process for new, renovated 
county buildings started

BY STAFF REPORT

Former Vice President 
Mike Pence and former Sec-
ond Lady Karen Pence toured 
Samaritan’s Purse’s facilities 
on N.C. 268 East in North Wil-
kesboro on March 24.

Franklin Graham, presi-
dent and CEO of the inter-
national Christian relief 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w a l k e d 
the Pences through the 
202,000-square-foot ware-
house facility where Samar-

itan’s Purse pre-positions 
emergency relief supplies 
to quickly respond to crises.

“We are here to volun-
teer with Samaritan’s Purse 
because we believe in this 
ministr y,” Pence told the 

organization’s staf f and 
board members. “I hope 
you all know the dif fer-
ence that Samaritan’s Purse 
has made in the life of this 

Pences tour Samaritan’s Purse 

facilities in North Wilkesboro

Photo courtesy of Allysa Benson/Samaritan’s Purse

Former Vice President Mike Pence, third from left, and former Second Lady Karen Pence, second from left, listen as Franklin 
Graham, fourth from left, talks about the work of Samaritan’s Purse inside an emergency hospital set up at the ministry’s ware-
house facilities in North Wilkesboro.
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There is a diverse mixture of 
in-person and streaming Easter 
Sunday services this year in Wil-
kes County churches.

Wilkesboro United Method-
ist Church will have in-person 
worship outdoors,  weather 
permitting, on Easter Sunday 
at 10 a.m. at the Carolina West 
Wireless Community Commons 
in downtown Wilkesboro. The 
service will also be livestreamed 
on Facebook and YouTube. The 

Rev. Karen Roberts will deliver 
the sermon and Dr. Jim Brooks 
will lead the singing.

Goshen Baptist Church, of f 
N.C. 268 West, Wilkesboro, will 
hold a sunrise service at 7 a.m., 
Sunday school at 8:30 a.m. and 
preaching at 9 a.m., led by the 
Rev. Brian Miller. The services 
can be attended in-person, in the 
church parking lot or on Face-
book Live.

Cornerstone Church of Wil-
kesboro will conduct an in-per-

son Easter Sunday ser vice at 
10 a.m. with its children’s ser-
vice at the same time. Pastor 
Mark Workman will give the ser-
mon, which will also be streamed 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Wilkesboro will be having its 
first indoor ser vice since the 
pandemic began at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday with reservations. Con-
tact the church office to reserve 

Easter services planned in Wilkes
North Wilkesboro 
Presbyterian 
Church members 
have a tradition of 
decorating a cross 
outside the church 
with flowers on 
Easter morning. 
The church will 
have its first in-per-
son worship ser-
vice since the pan-
demic began at 
11 a.m. Sunday. It 
will be held on the 
church grounds.
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An N.C. Depar tment of 
Transportation of ficial dis-
cussed a reduction and other 
changes in state-funded road-
side litter removal during 
the March 16 Wilkes County 
commissioners meeting.

“Due to budget constraints, 
we had to reduce and scale 
back significantly and mainly 
concentrate on safety-related 
efforts,” said Wayne Atkins, 
project development engineer 
with North Wilkesboro-based 
DOT Division 11.

He said cost reductions 
included less DOT-funded 
roadside trash pickup work 
by private contractors during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Officials said in the meet-
ing that this coincided with a 
decrease in volunteer road-
side cleanup due to crowd 
size limits and people avoid-
ing gatherings. Officials also 
said a rise in take-out and 
drive-through meal orders 
during the pandemic meant 
more trash tossed out vehicle 
windows.

The led to a surge in com-
plaints from the public about 
litter along Wilkes roads — 
and to Atkins being invited to 
discuss the matter with com-
missioners.

“I don’t know that anyone 
has the answer or what the 
solution is…. I know you are 
covered up with calls. We are 
too,” said Atkins, participat-
ing in the meeting remotely 
by video.

Commissioner David Gam-
bill said, “You can’t drive any-
where without seeing tons of 
trash.”

Atkins said the DOT began 
using private contractors 

Decrease 
in litter 
cleanup 

explained
Drop coincides with 
less volunteer work, 

more food-related trash
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