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Some churches adjust by having outdoor services
By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The big pivot brought on by 
the coronavirus pandemic has 
affected all ways of life in Wilkes 
County, including the communal 
religious worship experience.

With indoor gatherings of 10 or 
more people banned and church 
doors locked, local pastors have 
had to think outside the box to 
meet the spiritual needs of their 
fl ocks. Many have turned to on-
line-only streaming services, 
and a few have held drive-in or 
parking-lot services while main-

taining social distancing.
Gov. Roy Cooper said in early 

April that drive-in church ser-
vices were acceptable under his 
stay at home order as long as in-
dividuals remained in vehicles 
and avoided contact with others.

Cooper’s May 5 order starting 
the fi rst of three phases easing 
COVID-19-related restrictions 
allows worship services with 
more than 10 people as long as 
they’re held outdoors. The or-
der says “the risk of COVID-19 
spread is much greater in an in-
door setting.”

The May 5 order said worship 
services with more than 10 peo-
ple “shall take place outdoors 
unless impossible.” Due to con-
fusion over what that means, the 
N.C. Sheriff’s Association called 
on Cooper to amend the order 
to allow churches to hold wor-
ship services with more than 
10 people inside, provided they 
meet the same social distancing 
guidelines as businesses. Most 
businesses can be open under 
Cooper’s May 5 order as if they 
limit customer occupancy to 
50% of what the fi re code allows.

A Cooper aid replied Monday 
with a written statement say-
ing the limit doesn’t apply “in 
situations where it is not pos-
sible to conduct worship ser-
vices outdoors or through other 
accommodations.” An example 
is situations in which religious 
beliefs dictate that some or all 
of a religious service be held 
indoors and that more than 10 
persons attend. In those cases, 
the governor’s guidelines call 
for social distancing practices, 
said the aid.

The mayors of Wilkesboro, 

North Wilkesboro and Ronda at 
one point prohibited drive-in wor-
ship services, but later agreed to 
allow them under certain con-
ditions. On May 7, they aligned 
all COVID-19 restrictions in the 
towns with Cooper’s May 5 or-
der, but a press release from the 
three towns still urged residents 
“to stay-at-home to the fullest ex-
tent possible” due to continuing 
health risks posed by the virus. 
Coopers orders also apply in ar-
eas of Wilkes outside the towns. 

DANIEL MARTIN

A man charged with 
murder as a result of the 
fatal shooting of a teenager 
in the State Road commu-
nity Sunday morning re-
mains in the Wilkes Coun-
ty Jail without bond.

Daniel Lee Martin, 56, 
is charged in the death of 
Jonathan Lindbergh Wat-
son, 17. Both lived in the 
State Road community 
and the shooting occurred 
at Martin’s residence at 
1621 Old Hwy. 21, said 
Capt. Logan Kerr of the 
sheriff’s offi ce. The Wilkes 
Communications Center 

received a call about the 
incident about 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday.

Martin and Watson “had 
an altercation that turned 
into deadly violence” after 
having another encounter 
earlier that morning. Upon 
arrival Sunday morning, 
deputies secured the scene 
and found Watson lying in 
front of Martin’s house. 
A press release said that 
upon medical examina-
tion, he was found to be 
deceased.

Murder charged in State Road teen’s death

Mayors urge 
caution as 
rules eased
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

A state of emergency declaration signed by the 
Wilkesboro, North Wilkesboro and Ronda mayors was 
amended on May 7 to align with Gov. Roy’s Cooper’s 
May 5 order starting the fi rst of three phases easing 
COVID-19-related restrictions, but a press release from 
the three towns urged residents “to stay-at-home to 
the fullest extent possible” due to continuing health 
risks posed by the virus.

Meanwhile, Wilkes County’s COVID-19 confi rmed 
case total had risen to 243 by Tuesday, with one death, 
11 people hospitalized and 158 listed as recovered. Lo-
cal offi cials expected the total to increase signifi cant-
ly later in the week when results from testing all em-
ployees at the Tyson Foods Inc. complex are known.

The amended local declarations and Cooper’s order 
took effect at 5 p.m. May 8. Cooper’s order expires at 5 
p.m. May 22, when he has indicated the second phase 
of easing restrictions could start if enough progress 
is made on slowing the spread of the coronavirus.

Shoppers were out in force in the Wilkesboros on 
May 9, the fi rst full day of the fi rst phase under Coo-
per’s plan to ease restrictions. Cooper’s order allows 

Input on three potential high 
school graduation ceremony con-
cepts is being sought from Wilkes 
County’s seniors as part of the plan-
ning process for marking this occa-
sion, said Wilkes School Superinten-
dent Mark Byrd.

Byrd said seniors at the five 
Wilkes high schools are being con-
tacted to indicate in a short survey 
if they prefer virtual ceremonies, 
drive-up or drive-through ceremo-
nies or delaying graduation cere-
monies to a time when attendance 
numbers won’t have to be as limited.

He said that if any members of 
the class of 2020 haven’t been con-
tacted yet by their schools, they will 
be  shortly. Byrd encouraged them 
to provide feedback.

While all of this may look differ-
ent from what has been done before, 
members of the class of 2020 should 
decide what their ceremonies look 
like, said Byrd. “We are there to cel-
ebrate them, so why not let them tell 
us what they feel is best?”

“We want to do everything we can 
to make this a special time for the 
654 members of the class of 2020 in 
Wilkes County, while ensuring their 
safety and well-being,” he added.

“Our hearts go out to these seniors 
for the way their last year of high 
school is ending, but I continue to 
hear stories of how they are dealing 
with adversity. I truly believe the class 
of 2020 may be more resilient than 
many who graduated before them be-
cause of this pandemic,” Byrd stated.

He said Gov. Roy Cooper provid-
ed guidance to superintendents on 
high school graduation ceremonies 
in relation to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic on May 1.

Byrd said social distancing guide-
lines in place when the ceremonies 
are held will have to be followed, as 
well as all guidance from executive 
orders. Local guidelines could be a 
factor as well.

He said information on decisions 
and dates and times of ceremonies 
will be provided as soon as pos-
sible, but all fi ve high schools will 
plan similar ceremonies once all 
this data is gathered and decisions 
are made.
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 SENIOR MEMORIES—Yarmin Contreras Cervantes takes a photo of senior classmate Jessica Lorenzana 
Puebla as Puebla stands beside the banner with her name and photo at Wilkes Central High School. The 
two just had their cap and gown portrait photos made.

Seniors asked to weigh in on 
graduation ceremony options

INVESTI-
GATORS 
are at 
scene 
of fatal 
shooting 
on Old 
Hwy. 21 
in the 
Wilkes 
portion 
of State 
Road on 
Sunday.
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More COVID-19 Coverage

■ Governor’s order starts fi rst phase of easing COV-
ID-19-related restrictions. Page A2.
■ Tyson employee at Wilkesboro complex from High 
Point dies from COVOD-19. Page A3.
■ Plans for drive-through COVID-19 testing at Walmart 
in Wilkesboro. Page A6.
■ Tyson offers free 10-pound boxes of chicken to all 
Wilkes school employees. Page A6.
■ Testing of all Tyson Foods employees at Wilkesboro 
complex and closure of fresh plant there for “deep 
cleaning” and fogging. Page A8.
■ Rose Glen Village in Wilkesboro has COVID-19 out-
break. Page A11.
■ Update on spring semester grading policies. Page 
A11.
■ Opening of portions of state parks, W. Kerr Scott 
Reservoir, Rendezvous. Page B3.
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Thursday
Becoming warmer

High 76 Low 59

Friday
Mostly sunny

High 80 Low 57

Saturday
Mostly sunny

High 82 Low 59

iRacing fi nale
Denny Hamlin wins at North Wilkesboro in 
fi nal event of online racing series. Page B1

Gardens damaged but 
not corn, fruit tree crops

See Page B6


