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BY JULE HUBBARD

WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A campaign has been 
launched to tell owners of the 
North Wilkesboro Speedway 
that Wilkes Countians want to 
see the track reopened.

It began late last week with 
a banner that says, “We want 
you back,” being hung across 
the front of the Wilkes Cham-
ber of Commerce building 
on Main Street, North Wil-
kesboro. North Wilkesboro 
Speedway logos are on either 

side of “We want you back.”
“We want you back” yard 

signs with the speedway 
logo were also put up along 
the sidewalk in front of the B 
Street Park on Main Street, 
North Wilkesboro.

“We want to assure Marcus 
Smith and Speedway Motor-
sports Inc. that Wilkes Coun-
tians would like to see some-
thing happen with the speed-
way,” said Wilkes Chamber 
of Commerce President Linda 
Cheek on Friday.

Marcus G. Smith is pres-
ident, chief operating of fi-
cer and director of Con-
cord-based Speedway Motor-
ports Inc. (SMI), which owns 
the North Wilkesboro Speed-
way. He is the son of Bruton 

‘We want you back’
Campaign goal is ‘showing love’ to 

North Wilkesboro Speedway owners

North Wilkesboro Commis-
sioner Andrew Palmer helps 
put up a “We want you back” 

banner the front of the Wilkes 
Chamber of Commerce build-

ing along Main Street, North 
Wilkesboro on Thursday.

Photo courtesy of Terri Parsons
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Funeral services for two 
Watauga County Sherif f ’s 
Of fice deputies who were 
fatally shot in an incident 
on April 28 are scheduled 
Thursday at Appalachian 
State University’s Holmes 
Convocation Center in 
Boone.

Services for Sgt. Christo-
pher “Chris” Ward, 36, and 
K-9 Deputy Logan Fox, 25, 
start at 3 p.m., with doors 
to the public opening at 
1 p.m. According to a funer-
al announcement, people 
attending are asked to wear 
masks.

A procession of  law 
enforcement officers at least 
two miles long accompanied 
the two bodies when they 
were transported from Win-
ston-Salem, where autopsies 
were per formed, back to 
Boone on April 30.

Hundreds of people lined 
up along U.S. 421 in Wilkes 
County to pay tribute. Fire 
trucks were parked on over-
pass bridges, with firefight-
ers and other emergency 

Tribute paid to slain deputies as 
procession passes through Wilkes

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Hundreds of people were along U.S. 421 and on overpass bridges in Wilkes County to honor 
two Watauga Sheriff’s Office deputies who gave their lives in the line of duty.
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The Wilkes County com-
missioners are again con-
sidering withdrawing from 
a regional librar y system 
that also includes Ashe and 
Watauga counties.

“Notice to withdraw from 
the Appalachian Regional 
Library system” (ARL) was 
an action item on the agenda 
for the county commission-
ers’ meeting Tuesday night.

The meeting was after the 
deadline for the May 5 print 
edition of the newspaper, 
but Eddie Settle, chairman 
of the commissioners, said 
Monday that he expected 
a motion tabling withdraw-
al and instead establishing 
a committee of 10-12 Wil-
kes residents to study the  
matter.

Settle said the committee 
would make recommenda-
tions to the commissioners 
on how to provide librar y 
services for all Wilkes res-
idents. He said he expect-
ed the committee to include 
three members of the Wil-
kes County Library Adviso-
r y Board, including Com-
missioner Casey Joe John-
son as committee chairman.

Settle had the withdrawal 
notice included on the agen-
da and said early last week 
that he expected commis-
sioners to vote on it at the 
May 4 meeting. He also said 
he favored leaving the ARL 
and operating the library as 
a county government depart-
ment due to the Wilkes 
Librar y Advisor y Board’s 
lack of authority.

Leaving 
regional 
library 
system 

eyed again

BY STAFF REPORT

The N.C. Department of Transpor-
tation hopes to have the Oakwoods 
Road bridge over Cub Creek in Wil-
kesboro reopened to traf fic by Fri-
day, said a DOT spokesman Monday.

DOT engineers in Raleigh decided 
the bridge could be safely reopened 
with the simpler of  two repair 
options, added Andrew P. Glas-
co, transpor tation super visor II in 
bridge maintenance for the DOT’s 
Wilkes and Caldwell county districts.

The other option would mean 
keeping the bridge closed for anoth-

er three weeks, said Glasco. It’s 
been closed since April 15, when 
a routine bridge inspection found 
repairs were needed.

Completing work in time to open 
the two-lane bridge to traffic Friday 
depends on the weather this week, 
he added.

“As of now, we’re going to replace 
three post-tensioning cables and 
make minor repairs to the concrete 
channel legs” starting Tuesday.

The concrete channel legs are the 
bridge deck’s 12 precast slabs of 
concrete that run the length of the 

bridge (on its underside) over Cub 
Creek. Some of the 12 have deteri-
orated to the point where pieces of 
concrete are broken off.

Post-tensioning cables are steel 
cables running horizontally through 
the concrete slabs to hold them 
tightly together with steel hardware 
on ends of each cable on either side 
of the bridge.

The inspection found that three of 
these horizontal steel cables holding 
the bridge deck’s 12 precast slabs of 

Cub Creek bridge could reopen by Friday
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