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Isom: Hotel industry will emerge stronger
EDITOR’S NOTE: This 

fi rst installment in a se-
ries on how the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed 
businesses in Wilkes 
County is a question and 
answer article with Dale 
Isom, president of Wil-
kesboro-based Spectrum 
Hospitality Management 
LLC, which owns the Hol-
iday Inn Express and 
Hampton Inn in Wilkes-
boro and other hotels 
elsewhere.

WJP: Have you had any 
guests with the COVID 
-19 virus in your hotels?

Dale Isom: “To our 
knowledge, we have not 
had a guest or associate 
with COVID-19 in any of 
our hotels, here in Wilkes 
or at our other locations. 
If that should happen, we 
would assist them in get-
ting to a doctor or hospital 

where they could receive 
proper care.

“We are providing hous-
ing, as are all hotels for 
frontline workers that 
need a place to stay while 
they serve their communi-
ties. We value these folks 
and appreciate their ser-
vice and want to care for 
them while they are away 
from home caring for us. 
They deserve the very best 
as they are our heroes!” 
(The Wilkes Journal Pa-
triot previously incorrectly 

Drive-through testingWilkes ups 
its Census 
standing
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DRIVE-THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING in the Walmart parking lot Wilkesboro began Thursday morning with Wilkesboro police and other 

emergency personnel being tested.

By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Wilkes County continues to rise 
in the ranking of North Carolina 
counties for 2020 Census response 
rates, according to data released 
Monday by the U.S. Census Bureau.

As of Monday, Wilkes ranked 
44th out of North Carolina’s 100 
counties in level of response to 
the census so far. Wilkes was 59th 
on April 27 and 67th on March 30.

The census count began in early 
March and National Census Day 
was April 1. Self-response—when 
households respond by internet 
(www.my2020Census.gov), mail, 
or phone (844-330-2020)—occurs 
through Oct. 31. Census takers will 
interview nonresponding house-
holds in person from Aug. 11 to 
Oct. 31.

The latest data show that 52.9% 
of households in Wilkes and 54.5% 
of households statewide had fi lled 
out the census questionnaire for 
household occupancy as of April 
1. That gap of 1.6% between Wilkes 
and the state was as low as it’s 
been since data was fi rst released 
on March 23.

North Carolina’s 54.5% response 
ranks 35th among the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia for 
census response so far, its highest 
ranking since reporting began two 
months ago. The response rate gap 
between the state and nation has 
declined seven-tenths of a percent-
age point over the last two weeks. 
The national average is 58.5% of 
households.

North Carolina has now passed 
two southeastern states with pre-
viously higher self-response rates 
(Arkansas and Mississippi), but is 
lagging behind Virginia (63.5%), 
Kentucky (62.2%), Tennessee 
(58.3%), Alabama (56.5%) and 
Florida (56.1%).

In Wilkes, 36.9% of households 

Self-given nasal swab tests offered at Walmart
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Drive-through COVID-19 
testing will start for eligible 
people from 7-9 a.m. Friday in 
the Walmart Supercenter park-
ing lot in Wilkesboro and con-
tinue with the same hours every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
until further notice.

The federally-funded test-
ing here and at certain oth-
er Walmart stores nationwide 
is offered at no cost to those 
tested.

Appointments for testing 
must be made by going to an 
eTrueNorth portal at https://
www.doineedacovid19test.

com/. eTrueNorth is a phar-
macy-based, clinical services 
network.

The testing in the local 
Walmart parking lot, which is 
off U.S. 421 West, actually be-
gan Thursday morning with 
local emergency response per-
sonnel being tested, said Steve 
Penland, manager of Walmart 
in Wilkesboro. Penland said 
this helped prepare for the of-
fi cial start of testing on Friday.

In accordance with federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidelines, the 
testing is available to anyone 
exhibiting what may be COV-
ID-19 symptoms. It also is avail-

able to all health care workers 
and fi rst responders, whether 
or not they’re exhibiting sus-
pected symptoms. A referral 
from a physician isn’t needed.

People being tested are 
asked to arrive about 10 min-
utes before their testing times.

The testing site is using self-
administered nasal swab tests 
that allow those tested to swab 
their own noses while remain-
ing in their vehicles, observed 
by Walmart pharmacy staff 
to ensure samples are taken 
correctly.

Those being tested will drop 
the sealed samples into a con-
tainer on their way out of the 

drive-through site. No samples 
will be taken inside Walmart or 
from people who walk up rather 
than drive through. Masks are 
required.

People tested will receive 
email notifi cations when re-
sults are available, which will 
be within three to fi ve days. 
Upon receiving the email, they 
will return to the eTrueNorth 
portal, log on, view and print 
lab reports.

Drive-through testing in 
Walmart parking lots nation-
wide resulted from a partner-
ship between Walmart, eTrue-
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TRAILS 

ASSOCIATION

HIKERS 
MAKE THEIR 
WAY UP 
WELLS KNOB, 
a promi-
nent peak 
below the 
Blue Ridge 
Mountain in 
northeastern 
Wilkes Coun-
ty. A three-
mile section 
of trail has 
been complet-
ed on 
Wells Knob.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sixth 
in a series of articles on 
the trails of northwest 
North Carolina.

By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

In a period of less than 
10 years, an ambitious 
group of trail enthusiasts 
completed over 18 miles 
of trail in a 26-mile-long 
designated trail corridor 
between Elkin and Stone 
Mountain State Park.

In the process, the El-

kin-based Elkin Valley 
Trails Association (EVTA) 
has become a catalyst for 
economic development, 
recreational opportuni-
ties, conservation and oth-
er benefi ts associated with 
establishment of trails.
This 26-mile trail corridor, 
mostly in northeastern 

Wilkes County, will even-
tually encompass a por-
tion of the Mountains to 
the Sea Trail (MST). This 
starts on the north where 
the MST now ends inside 
Stone Mountain State Park 
after coming down from 
the Blue Ridge Parkway 
in Wilkes County.

It remains in Wilkes 
most of the way before 
entering Elkin Municipal 
Park and downtown Elkin, 

New MST segment pieced 
together in northeast Wilkes
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PLEXIGLASS 
SHIELD was 
recently in-

stalled at 
the check-in 
desk of the 

Hampton Inn 
in Wilkes-

boro, which 
recently 
received 

the Conrad 
Achievement 

Award. See ISOM, Page E3

See TESTING, Page E3See CENSUS, Page E3

See TRAIL, Page E2
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Saturday
Chance of storms

High 83 Low 60

Sunday
Mostly sunny

High 83 Low 61

Monday
Showers likely

High 79 Low 56

Tuesday
Chance of showers

High 70 Low 53

Tyson temporarily idling part of processing complex, scaling back another portion. Page E2


