
Wilkes Literacy complet-
ed the 2020 edition of Sum-
mer Educational Enrich-
ment for Kids (SEEK) in 
July.

The non-profi t organiza-
tion provides literacy pro-
grams for Wilkes County 
children in the summer 
months through SEEK.

SEEK serves children 
ranging from rising kin-
dergarten students to ris-
ing sixth-graders. Young-
er children used a curric-
ulum focused on phonics, 
letter recognition and sight 
words, while older children 
completed group assign-
ments focused on reading 
comprehension, said Wilkes 
Literacy Executive Director 
Jean Hefner.

Hefner said that because 
transportation can be a bar-
rier to children receiving 
services, SEEK is provided 
in neighborhoods of chil-
dren needing summer lit-
eracy support.

This year, Wilkes Litera-
cy partnered with Moravi-
an Falls Elementary School 
to hold SEEK in the Coun-
try Square community near 
N.C. 16-18 in Moravian Falls. 

 “Wilkes Literacy staff 
and lead SEEK teachers 
conducted weeks of plan-
ning to ensure a quality 
learning experience for 
all children who attend-
ed,” said Hefner. Licensed 
teachers Christina Waller 
and Kelly Dancy, who led 
the program, planned cur-
riculum and fun activities 
for children.

“In addition to these 
teachers, Wilkes Literacy 
was pleased to have the 
support of volunteer Adam 
Nguyen, a junior at UNC-
Chapel Hill,” she said. Nguy-
en is a graduate of North 
Wilkes High School.

SEEK Family Night was 
introduced this year to help 
families learn about ongo-
ing Wilkes Literacy pro-
grams. Families received 

information about Wilkes 
Literacy’s free one-on-one 
tutoring for adults and its 
adult health literacy semi-
nar, called “Live Well.” 

A Healthy Futures grant 
from the Health Foundation 
funded the family night in 

support of Wilkes Literacy’s 
Health Literacy program, 
which helps adults under-
stand health information 
so they can make informed 
choices about their health 
care. 

Funding for SEEK this 

month was provided by 
Wilkes County government, 
United Way of Wilkes Coun-
ty, the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs North 
Wilkesboro Woman’s Club 

Wilkes Literacy completes SEEK at Country Square

Summertime learning
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Injured trooper is back on duty
By CHUCK HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Sept. 15, 2019, was another 
normal night in Wilkes County 
for Trooper Jonathan Barnes 
as he drove his marked N.C. 
Highway Patrol Dodge Charger 
south on N.C. 115 in the Broad-
way community.

It was 10:12 p.m., just a cou-
ple of hours before ending his 
shift, and less than a month be-
fore marrying his fi ancé, Kayla 
Adams.

Then the whole world changed 

for the 31-year-old trooper.
The driver of a 2005 Buick La-

crosse sedan, Luis Castillo, 37, 
lost control, went left of center 
and slammed into Barnes. The 
trooper and Castillo both suf-
fered terrible injuries. Barnes 
was trapped in the wreckage.

Castillo was later charged 
with habitual (felony) impaired 
driving, felony aggravated seri-
ous injury by motor vehicle and 
driving while license revoked. 
Before the wreck, he had four 
prior convictions for DWI.

Barnes and Castillo were tak-
en to Wake Forest Baptist Med-
ical Center in Winston-Salem. 
Barnes underwent immediate 
surgery to piece together his 
broken foot and ankle and his 
shoulder, which was broken and 
torn out of its socket.

Since being released from 
Baptist, Castil lo has been 
housed at Central Prison in Ra-
leigh, awaiting trial.

After two weeks, Barnes said 

By CHUCK HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

A required internal audit by the 
state of the Wilkes County Clerk of 
Superior Court’s Offi ce during the 
spring showed no areas where im-
provement is needed.

This is the fi rst time the offi ce has 
had essentially a perfect result since 
audits were instituted, Wilkes Clerk 
of Superior Court Regina Billings said 
in an interview Wednesday afternoon. 
This is the third audit conducted here 

since the practice was instituted state-
wide in 2014.

There are three possible fi ndings 
within the various areas considered 
in the audit: effective, needs some 
improvement and needs major im-
provement. The Wilkes clerk’s offi ce 
scored effective in every area, said 
Billings, who has been in offi ce since 
Dec. 3, 2018.

“It is very diffi cult to achieve what 
we have achieved,” she commented. 
Billings said she wants her employ-

ees to get the credit for the exempla-
ry audit, given their hard work and 
diligence. “They are the ones who did 
this,” she said.

Audits are conducted every three 
years by the N.C. Judicial Branch, 
which is under the N.C. Administra-
tive Offi ce of the Courts. Conducting 
the audit was Jordan Samuel, a Wilkes 
native and graduate of Wilkes Central 
High School who is director of inter-

Clerk of court’s offi ce receives 
top marks in required state audit

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILKES LITERACY

KELLY DANCY, one of two licensed teachers who led Wilkes Literacy’s SEEK this 
summer, works with a young student in the program. Christina Waller was the oth-
er lead teacher.

Variety of 
plans for 
N.C. schools
40% starting year with 
remote learning only
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Forty-six (40%) of North Carolina’s 115 pub-
lic school districts have opted to start the 2020-
21 school year with all students engaged in re-
mote learning, according to tracking by the N.C. 
School Board Association (NCSBA).

The number of districts planning to have stu-
dents engaged entirely in remote learning con-
tinues to grow, said Leanne Winner, NCSBA 
director of governmental relations. The Watau-
ga, Guilford and New Hanover county schools 
switched to this option this week, she said.

Gov. Roy Cooper gave school districts the 
choice of reopening with student attendance 
not exceeding half of a classroom building’s 
capacity (Plan B) or with all students learning 
remotely (Plan C).

Most school districts opening with remote 
learning only are using it for the fi rst nine weeks. 
Remote learning involves using computer tech-
nology and materials sent home by teachers.

Wilkes School Superintendent Mark Byrd 
said earlier this month that the Wilkes County 
Schools will use Plan B. School districts opt-
ing for Plan B must provide remote-only learn-
ing when requested for any student. Applica-
tion forms for remote-only learning are on the 
Wilkes school district website.

For Wilkes and most other districts using Plan 
B, keeping student attendance from exceeding 
50% of capacity means not having the full stu-
dent body on campus by alternating two groups 
of students between in-person (in school) and 
remote learning.

Byrd said that except for those opting for 

Millers Creek Christian School Principal Lau-
ra Sturgill said the school will begin its 2020-
21 academic year on Aug. 10 with in-person 
instruction in all grade levels, but with contin-
gency plans to transition to distance learning 
if necessary.

Gov. Roy Cooper gave all public schools the 
choice of starting the 2020-21 academic year 
with in-person teaching as long as school at-
tendance didn’t exceed half of a classroom 
building’s capacity or with all students learn-
ing remotely.

This didn’t apply to Millers Creek Christian 
and other private schools.

“The MCCS School Board made the decision 
to return with in-person instruction due to the 
current state of health in Wilkes County and 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
social-emotional and academic needs of our 
students,” said Sturgill.

The decision also resulted from the small 
class sizes at Millers Creek Christian and be-

Millers Creek 
Christian plans 
in-person only
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TROOPER 
JONATHAN 
BARNES of 
the N.C. High-
way Patrol is 
back on the 
job after be-
ing serious-
ly injured in 
a wreck on 
Sept. 15, 
2019.
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