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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A petition drive launched 
after two North Wilkesboro 
residents died in a hit and run 
on the Curtis Bridge Road 
bridge over the Yadkin River 
in Wilkesboro seeks a safer 
way for pedestrians there to 
cross the river.

The Rev. Phillip Boyce initi-
ated the online petition drive 
and posted it June 9, with a 
goal of 300 signatures. It had 
359 by Monday.

On June 8, soon after learn-
ing about the hit-and-run with 
two deaths on the bridge, 
Boyce saw a man with a day 
pack and walking stick cross-

ing it on foot.
“It just broke my heart and 

I realized something need-
ed to be done,” said Boyce, 
pastor of Stony Hill Baptist 
Church in Purlear and a peer 
navigator for people with sub-
stance abuse disorders at the 

Safer river crossing  
for pedestrians sought
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An adult and child make their way across the Yadkin River on the 
edge of the guardrail of the Curtis Bridge Road bridge at a time 
with heavy traffic. People frequently walk across the bridge, 
which has no sidewalk.

BY JULE HUBBARD
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A woman remains in the 
Wilkes County Jail after 
being charged in the hit-
and-run deaths of two peo-
ple whose bodies were 
found June 6 near the Curtis 
Bridge Road bridge over the 
Yadkin River in Wilkesboro.

Arrested on the evening 
of June 8 was Kelly Diane 
Snapp, 43, of Wilkesboro, 
said Wilkesboro Police 
Chief Craig Garris. She has 
a $500,000 bond.

Police initially charged 
Snapp with two counts of 
felonious hit-and-run result-
ing in death in connection 
with the deaths of Stepha-
nie Lynn Chahoy, 40, and 
Chase Eugene Crawford, 35, 
both of North Wilkesboro.

The next day, they also 
charged Snapp with two 
counts of felony death by 
vehicle after consulting with 
the district attorney’s office.

Garris said police took 
Snapp in for questioning 
June 8 after finding the vehi-
cle believed to have been 
involved in the hit and run 
at her residence.

He said key evidence was 
located during crime scene 
processing by a crash recon-
struction team comprised 
of officers from the Wilkes-
boro and North Wilkesboro 
police departments, led by 
Capt. Jason Delbert of the 
Wilkesboro department.

Garris cited the “continu-
ous investigative approach 

and information from a con-
cerned public” in the case, 
as well as the assistance 
from the State Bureau of 
Investigation and the N.C. 
Division of Motor Vehicles.

He said Crawford and 
Chahoy were headed north 

on foot across the bridge 
when they were hit from 
behind by a motor vehicle.

Misti Jo Volpe of Wil-
kesboro, Crawford’s sis-
ter, said that based on her 
conversation with a con-
venience store employee, 

she believes the two were 
struck on the bridge about 
1:30 or 2 a.m. June 6 after 
they had been fishing.

Volpe  sa id  the  bod -
ies were discovered and 

Arrest made in hit and run with 2 deaths
Victims recalled 

as free spirits who 
lived off the grid
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Photo of Chase Crawford, left, and Stephanie Chahoy, who police say died after being hit by a 
car on the Curtis Bridge Road bridge, is shared in a memorial service for them on the bridge.
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Donna Cotton, chief academic offi-
cer for the Wilkes County Schools, 
voiced mixed reactions as she 
shared preliminary local 2020-21 end 
of grade (EOG) and end of course 
(EOC) test scores with the Wilkes 
Board of Education June 7.

The result indicated that “we had 
a good number of students who 
learned this year” despite all of the 
challenges related to COVID-19, she 
said.

Cotton said high school math 
scores are low. “Overall, I’m not 
real excited about the high schools 
scores, but it’s not devastating to me 

either. We’ve had low math scores in 
the past and know what we need to 
work on.”

Cotton said she urged Wilkes 
school principals to “own our data, 
look at it and determine what we 
need to do about it.” The important 

Local test scores give mixed learning indicators

BY STAFF REPORT

The apparent shooting 
death of an easter n Wil-
kes County man is being 
investigated as a murder, 
said Wilkes County Sherif f 
Chris Shew.

Shew said Wilkes Sher-
if f ’s Of fice deputies found 
James Leroy Conley, 53, 
lying on the ground and 
deceased from an apparent 
gunshot wound outside his 
home at 425 L & L Road in 
the Pleasant Hill communi-
ty Sunday morning.

S h e w  s a i d  d e p u t i e s 
went to the residence in 
response to a phone call 
made to the Wilkes Com-
m u n i c a t i o n s  C e n t e r  a t 
8:44 a.m. Sunday. He said 
no motive has been estab-
l ished yet but there are 
persons of interest and the 
investigation is continuing.

The Elkin Police Depart-
ment responded to help 
secur e  the  scene ,  sa id 
Shew, adding that the State 
Bureau of Investigation is 
assisting with the investi-
gation

Wilkes Emergency Med-
ical Ser vices Director Tim 
Pennington said a Wilkes 
EMS crew was dispatched 
and found the subject of the 
call deceased.

S h e w  a n d  o t h e r  l a w 
enforcement of ficials were 
on the scene much of Sun-
day. He said he couldn’t 
release any more details at 
this point.

The home where Con-
ley lived is in a residential 
area near the end of L & 
L Road, about a half mile 
from the Surry County line. 
The other end of the road 
intersects with C.B. Eller 
School Road about a half 
mile from C.B. Eller Ele-
mentary School.
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