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Pay hike added, cuts stay in budget
Public hearing comments 
must be in written form

Publ ic hear ings on 
Wilkes County govern-
ment’s proposed fiscal 
2020-21 budget and a pro-
posed increase in the Mill-
ers Creek Fire District 
tax rate are scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 2.

The hearing on the coun-
ty budget is at 6 p.m. and 
the hearing on the fi re tax 
rate hike is at 5:45 p.m.

The Millers Creek Fire 
Department is seeking 

commissioner approval 
of a 3-cent increase in the 
Millers Creek Fire Dis-
trict tax rate, making it 10 
cents per $100 of property 
valuation.

The proposed 2020-21 
budget is on the coun-
ty government website 
at www.wilkescounty.net. 
To view it, select “Govern-
ment” link and then “Fi-

By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

A 2% across the board cost of liv-
ing pay increase for Wilkes County 
government employees was added 
to the county’s draft fi scal 2020-21 
budget Tuesday night.

The county commissioners 
unanimously approved the pay 
hike by consensus in their fi rst 
and possibly only work session 
for the budget for the fi scal year 
starting July 1.

County Manager John Yates in-
cluded no pay increases when he 
presented the draft budget. Yates 
said a 2% pay hike would cost the 
county $471,977 in the new budget. 
The fi scal 2019-20 budget had a 2% 
across the board pay raise.

The draft budget leaves the tax 

rate unchanged at 66 cents per 
$100 of property valuation. One 
cent of the tax rate generates about 
$550,000.

Commissioner Keith Elmore 
raised the salary subject Tuesday 
night, saying he would vote for a 
1.6% or 2% pay hike. He noted that 
a 1.6% increase in Social Security 
payments was planned for retir-
ees this year.

“I know they have job security 
and their jobs haven’t been cut, but 
I feel a little bit like we need to re-
ward them for working.”

He said he knows people in oth-
er fi elds lost their jobs, “but they’ve 
actually been compensated pretty 
good if you consider the extra $600 
the feds put in—and they’re sit-
ting at home.” He was referring to 

additional weekly unemployment 
benefi ts provided by the federal 
government.

“You’ve got your county employ-
ees coming in and working. I’m not 
sure I feel right not giving them 
something… for stepping up.”

He said county employees man-
aged to cut their department bud-
gets 10-14% when asked to do so 
in response to the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on county 
government fi nances.

Elmore said the $471,977 for the 
pay increase would come from the 
county’s undesignated fund bal-
ance. The draft budget already 
uses $3.3 million of the undesig-
nated fund balance, leaving about 

Wilkes has 
6th death 
from virus
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SEVERAL HUNDRED DUKE ENERGY CUSTOMERS south of Wilkesboro lost electricity for several hours early Thurs-
day morning when a tree fell on power lines, causing a utility pole to snap. The scene is along Country Club Road, 
near Brushy Mountain Road.

Latest rain brings May total to 
over 10 inches; outages reported

Rainfall amounts ranging from a 
little over 2½ to nearly 3 inches were 
recorded in Wilkes County Wednesday 
and early Thursday morning .

The Cotton Mill Road low water 
bridge over Roaring River was fl ooded 
early Thursday morning, as were Falls 
Road near Moravian Falls Campground 
and other fl ood-prone areas of Wilkes.

The rain gauge at W. Kerr Scott Dam 
recorded 2.90 inches of rain in the 24-
hour period ending at 8 a.m. Thursday. 
For all of May, about 9.6 inches of rain 
have been recorded at the dam.

Orchardist Ty Lowe said he has re-
corded 10 1/2 inches of rain this month 

near his home in the Pores Knob com-
munity. Over 10 inches of rain have 
been reported in other parts of Wilkes 
this May. The average for this month 
in Wilkes is a little less than 5 inches.

The peak level of W. Kerr Scott Res-
ervoir this month is just shy of 1,052 
feet above sea level on May 23. The nor-
mal level is 1,030 and the record level 
of 1,061.2 feet above sea level was set 
on June 11, 2019.

There were also reports of trees on 
roadways and power lines in scattered 
areas of Wilkes overnight, which was 
related to the saturated ground.

About 980 Duke Energy customers in 

an area south of Wilkesboro lost elec-
tricity for several hours late Wednes-
day night and early Thursday morning.

Duke Energy reported that an out-
age in the Oakwoods and Country Club 
areas resulted from a tree falling on 
power lines and causing a utility pole 
to snap along Country Club Road near 
Brushy Mountain Road just before mid-
night. Power was restored by around 7 
a.m. Thursday.

The Mulberry-Fairplains Fire De-
partment was dispatched to remove a 
fallen tree from Reynolds Avenue late 
Wednesday night. This also resulted in 
downed utility lines.

Wilkes County’s fi fth and sixth deaths re-
lated to COVID-19 were reported Thursday 
by the Wilkes County Health Department.

The fi fth death, a Wilkes resident in his/
her 70s, died from complications associat-
ed with the virus on Wednesday at a hospi-
tal in Guilford County, said Wilkes Health 
Department Director Rachel Willard. The 
person had underlying health conditions, 
she added.

Willard said the sixth death was a hos-
pitalized person in his/her 60s. The person 
died Thursday.

She said that to protect privacy of fami-
lies of people who die from COVID-19, no 
further information will be provided.

“These unfortunate situations are a re-
minder that we should continue to follow 
social distancing to protect ourselves and 
those around us, especially those who are 
at an increased risk, and who are most vul-
nerable, she added.

Three of Wilkes County’s fi ve deaths oc-
curred last week and the fi rst one occurred 
on March 31.

The county’s confi rmed COVID-19 case 
total was 486 as of Thursday afternoon, 
with 459 of those people considered re-
covered. Wilkes now has 21 active COV-
ID-19 cases, based on 459 being recovered 
and six deaths. Six of those 20 people are 
hospitalized.

Hospitalizations due to COVID-19 in-

Memorial Park fi reworks dropped
Permit applications for other displays needed by June 3
The annual July 4 fi reworks display 

at North Wilkesboro’s Memorial Park 
won’t be held this year due to public 
safety concerns related to the corona-
virus pandemic, said a spokesman for 
the Wilkes Law Enforcement Offi cers 
Association (WLEOA), which organiz-
es the event.

WLEOA members decided this week 
that the situation with COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the coronavirus, 
likely won’t have improved enough by 
early July to allow having thousands 
of people gather in the Wilkesboros for 
the fi reworks display, said Capt. Jason 
Delbert, WLEOA president.

Delbert said it also is still unclear 
if Gov. Roy Cooper’s COVID-19-relat-
ed restrictions will have been relaxed 
enough by then to permit that large a 
crowd to gather.

Cancellation of other July 4 fire-
works displays across the state were 
announced this week. Delbert said 
this is related to the fact that it’s get-
ting close to deadlines for making com-
mitments with companies that provide 
fi reworks and set them off.

In addition, the Wilkes Firefi ghters 
Association voted this week to not have 
the annual Wilkes County Fire Truck 
Parade through the Wilkesboros this 

year. The parade, with fi re trucks and 
other emergency vehicles from local 
and area fi re departments, is always 
held on the same day as the July 4 fi re-
works display in Memorial Park.

Fireworks permit deadline
Similarly, Wilkes Fire Marshal Niki 

Hamby said this week that any organi-
zation or individual planning a July 4 
fi reworks display needs to submit an 
application to his offi ce for a fi reworks 
permit by June 3 for it to be considered 
and acted on by the Wilkes County com-
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Three people at the Wilkes Correction-
al Center in North Wilkesboro have test-
ed positive for COVID-19, reported the 
Wilkes County Health Departmen t Thurs-
day afternoon.

The three are two inmates and one staff per-
son at the prison, said Jared Belk, health ed-
ucator supervisor at the health department.

Also Thursday afternoon, the health 
department reported that a sixth Wilkes 
County resident has died from causes as-
sociated with COVID-19. The person, in 
his/her 60s, died Thursday at a hospital in 
Winston-Salem.

A health department press release said 
the two inmates and one staff person at 
the Wilkes Correctional Center are in self-
isolation. It also said prison inmates or 
prison staff are tested when symptomatic 
and transferred to another facility where 
they can be medically managed if they test 
positive.

The Wilkes Correctional Center, on 
Statesville Road, is a minimum custody 
state prison housing up to 262 adult males. 
There have been 1,188 positive COVID-19 

Offi cer, 2 inmates 
have COVID-19
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Saturday
Chance of showers

High 79 Low 56

Sunday
Sunny and mild

High 75 Low 50

Monday
Sunny and mild

High 72 Low 50

Tuesday
Sunny, warmer

High 75 Low 57

Pollinator-friendly planting in Wilkesboro is demonstration. Page E3


