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Schools closed through May 15
Gov. Roy Cooper announced 

Monday that he was extending 
the closing of public schools for 
in-person instruction through 
May 15 to help slow the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Cooper also ordered addition-
al categories of public places 
closed and lowered the limit for 
the number of people at gather-
ings to 50.

No confi rmed cases of COV-
ID-19, the disease caused by the 
coronavirus, had been reported 
for Wilkes County as of Monday 
afternoon. Wilkes Health Di-

rector Rachel Willard said then 
that of 26 nasal swabs submit-
ted by the Wilkes Health Depart-
ment for testing, results weren’t 
back for 13. These numbers don’t 
include samples submitted by 
Wilkes Medical Center and pri-
vate physicians.

At 11 a.m. Monday, the N.C. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services announced that 
the state had 297 confi rmed cas-
es of COVID-19 in 46 counties 
out of 8,438 completed tests of 
samples. There were no deaths 
in N.C. Nationwide, there were 

15,219 confi rmed COVID-19 cas-
es and 201 deaths.

Byrd: ‘We’ll start planning’
After learning Cooper’s an-

nouncement about schools Mon-
day, Wilkes School Superinten-
dent Mark Byrd said, “I was a bit 
surprised by the length of this 
closure and we will start plan-
ning for what this means moving 
forward immediately.”

Byrd added, “We will continue 
to make efforts to provide the 
best of everything for our stu-
dents and staff both during this 

closure and beyond.”
Cooper initially announced a 

two-week closure of the state’s 
public schools starting March 
16.  He announced the longer 
closure period and other new 
measures as part of continued 
efforts to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus in a press confer-
ence at 1 p.m. Monday.

Cooper said he’s asked the 
State Board of Education to 
come up with a plan for paying 
all of the state’s public school 
employees during the closure, 
but also said it’s up to what 

state lawmakers provided in 
the budget.

The State Board of Education 
voted Monday to request a fed-
eral waiver from giving the state 
end-of-grade and end-of-course 
exams. The state board will also 
ask the General Assembly to 
waive testing requirements for 
schools.

Other action Monday
Effective Monday, gatherings 

of more than 50 people in North 

Wilkes fi rms 
join fi ght to 
stop COVID-19
By JULE HUBBARD
and MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

Some Wilkes County manufacturers are 
making changes to help fi ght the coronavirus 
pandemic.

They include textile manufacturers produc-
ing personal protective equipment and liquor 
distillers making hand sanitizer.

Hinson & Hale
Hinson & Hale Medical Technologies Inc. 

on Industrial Park Road in Wilkesboro shifted 
nearly its entire operation to producing reus-
able face masks and reusable barrier isolation 
gowns for hospital personnel and others in pro-
fessions facing increased risk of exposure to the 
coronavirus, said Brian Owen, the company’s 
director of sales and marketing. Like the hospi-
tal bed sheets, towels, scrubs (medical person-
nel clothing) and patient gowns Hinson & Hale 
normally produces, the face masks and barrier 
isolation gowns are made with the company’s 
proprietary Infused Transformed Polyester. 
This Food and Drug Administration-approved 
material, made with carbon fi ber, can be safely 
washed with chlorine bleach and reused.

Owen said that unlike cotton material, In-
fused Transformed Polyester is inorganic so it 
doesn’t allow bacteria to thrive. It also has an-
ti-static qualities, doesn’t pick and is fade and 
stain resistant, he said.

The outer layer of the triple-layered facemask, 
available in small/medium and large/extra-large, 
is made of Infused Transformed Polyester. The 
second layer is a fi lter fabric, consisting of 75% 
polyester staple and 25% rayon staple. The in-
ner layer is 100% polyester. The ear loops are 
latex-free elastic.

The barrier isolation gowns are made with a 
medical barrier fabric consisting of 99.5% high-
density polyester and 0.5% carbon threading that 
repels fl uid, which Owen said is critical due to 
droplet precautions with the coronavirus. He 
added, “Our gown material is also resistant to 
adherence and retention of pathogens, thus 
preventing the spread of infections promoted 
by traditional health care fabrics.”

All of the components are manufactured in 
the U.S. and the end product is cut and sewn 
at Hinson & Hale’s 43,000-square-foot plant in 
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SIGNS CONCERNING the coronavirus are on most doors of businesses and institutions in Wilkesboro and North 
Wilkesboro. At top left is a message posted on a Wilkes County Offi ce Building door in Wilkesboro. A sign at 
the Wilkesboro Post Offi ce is at bottom left and a sign at PruittHealth Hospice in North Wilkesboro is at right. 

WCC will likely delay graduation
Graduation ceremonies at Wilkes 

Community College scheduled May 
15 likely will have to be postponed 
due to the coronavirus, said Dr. Jeff 
Cox, WCC president.

The college is working to identify 
an alternate date in August. More 
information will be released in com-
ing weeks.

“We’re trying to fi gure out the most 
feasible date” after the completion of 
the summer term and prior to the start 

of the fall term, Cox said.
Availability of the John A, Walker 

Community Center on WCC’s upper 
campus is part of the consideration, 
he noted. Graduation has been held 
in the Walker Center for the past sev-
eral years. 

Beginning Monday, WCC converted 
all courses to online instruction with 
the exception of programs directly 
connected to meeting public health 
and public safety needs.

This includes students enrolled in 
the Career and College Promise pro-
gram and Early College High School 
students.

Areas exempted from online teach-
ing restrictions include basic law 
enforcement training (BLET), emer-
gency medical and rescue training, 
nursing, certifi ed nursing assistant 
courses and respiratory therapy. Clin-

WILKES NA-
TIVE AIMEE 
CALL spent 
six months 
as dean of 
students 
at Instituto 
Lorenzo de’ 
Medici, a 
study abroad 
university 
in Florence, 
Italy, before 
returning to 
the United 
States on 
Saturday. 

Life with virus in Italy
Call shocked to see no masks upon return to Wilkes
By CAROLINE CZERKAWSKI
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

A Wilkes County native who spent 
the last six months living in Flor-
ence, Italy, working as dean of stu-
dents at Instituto Lorenzo de’ Medi-
cii called coming back to the United 
States on Saturday “shocking.”

Aimee Call said she wondered 
where everyone’s masks were.

Call said in a FaceTime interview 
Monday that residents of Florence 

and the rest of Italy have been on 
“lockdown” or “shelter in place” for 
several weeks. Citizens were con-
fi ned to their homes except for going 
to the market once a week (one per-
son per family) and taking pets out.

When she did go out, Call wore 
an N95 mask and gloves and by law 
traveled with a “self- certifi cation” 
document that indicated she didn’t 
have COVID-19, hadn’t been in con-
tact with anyone with the virus and 

the reason she was out of her apart-
ment.  Violating the order could re-
sult in a fi ne or even prison time. 

In Florence, Call said, people live 
in close proximity to each other, 
mainly in apartments, and shop 
daily. Several generations live un-
der one roof and there is a lot of 
walking around to places and noise 
from motor scooters and cars. When 

See SCHOOLS, Page 2

See FIRMS, Page 3See WCC, Page 2

See ITALY, Page 3

Classifi eds  . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Community Events . . . . . . 10

Editorials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Wednesday
Showers early

High 70 Low 45

Thursday
Sunny, milder

High 72 Low 52

Friday
Partly sunny, warm

High 79 Low 59

Reacting to NCHSAA
Conference commissioner, local ADs support 
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