Graduation

Workouts can resume

Class of 2020 graduates
are recognized. Page C1

NCHSAA gives go-ahead for summer high school sports
activities—with restrictions—in mid-June. Page B1
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500 cases
Milestone reached;
‘recovery’ redefined
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

JULE HUBBARD/STAFF PHOTOS

ROUGHLY AN EQUAL NUMBER of blacks and whites participated in protest march in North Wilkesboro
Sunday evening.

‘No justice, no peace’
Protest march in downtown North Wilkesboro
draws about 200 participants Sunday afternoon
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

About 200 people marched down
Main Street and elsewhere in North
Wilkesboro Sunday evening to protest the death of George Floyd while
in police custody in Minneapolis,
Minn., and similar deaths of black
men in recent years.
It was part of a wave of protest
events held across the nation since
Floyd’s May 25 death, but unlike
some others, it included no property damage.
Jamella Garrett of North Wilkesboro, who organized the protest
march, said it was peaceful except
for when a vehicle appeared to try to
hit several marchers as they walked
across the Central Business District Loop.
Garrett said the marchers jumped
out of the way in time to avoid injury. They included her husband, Vidal
Garrett. She said it was captured
on video, including the vehicle’s license plate, and would be reported. She said the incident occurred
near where the western end of Main
Street intersects with the CBD Loop,
just after a North Wilkesboro police
car had pulled out.
North Wilkesboro Police Chief
Joe Rankin said Tuesday that he
was aware of something like this
being mentioned to a North Wilkesboro officer, but that it wasn’t formally reported to the department.
Rankin said no permit was obtained for the protest march and he
learned around noon Sunday that it
was going to occur. Rankin said he
decided that the best thing to do at
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A man was killed in a
single-vehicle wreck Saturday night on Old U.S. 421
West (Boone Trail) in the
Purlear community, according to Trooper K.J. Oakes
of the N.C. Highway Patrol.
Steven Brian Huffman,
41, of Parsonsville Road,
Purlear, driver of a 2001 Ford
sport/utility vehicle, died at
the scene, Oakes said.

Case spikes due to protests?
In press conferences Tuesday and May 31, Gov. Roy
Cooper voiced concern about potential escalation of
COVID-19 cases as a result of recent protest marches
over the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minn.
“First Amendment protests are exempted under the
executive order. But we want people to be as careful
as we possibly can because we’re continuing to face
greater numbers.” Under Cooper’s Phase 2 COVID19-related restrictions in North Carolina, outdoor
gatherings are otherwise limited to 25 and indoor
gatherings to 10 people.
Dr. Mandy Cohen, N.C. Department of Health and
Human Services secretary, said the state will have to
wait and see if the protests lead to a spike in cases.
It takes up to two weeks to trace data back to one
particular event so the impact of the demonstrations
is still unclear.
The extent to which the outbreak has subsided at
the Tyson Foods Inc. chicken processing complex in
Wilkesboro is unclear, but Wilkes Health Department
Director Rachel Willard said the complex is still within
its 14 days of needing to be without a confi rmed case
for that outbreak to be considered ended.
See COVID-19, Page A2

Ridgecrest residents
are against rezoning
THE TWO-MILE-LONG protest march started and ended in front of the
North Wilkesboro Police Station on Main Street.
that point was to allow the protest
march to proceed and have several
officers out at intersections to help
maintain safety.
Garrett said North Wilkesboro
police officers did a good job blocking traffic at intersections as the
marchers passed and by assisting
in other ways.
The event was announced as a
peaceful march on Facebook Saturday evening and Garrett said she
was surprised by the crowd size
with such short notice. Garrett said
there are plans for another event
this month.

Driver dies Saturday
in Old U.S. 421 wreck
By CHUCK HUBBARD

Wilkes County reached a milestone of 500 confi rmed COVID-19 cases on Monday.
This is the total since testing fi rst began in the
county in March. The Wilkes County Health Department reported that it remained 500 on Tuesday, which
was the fi rst time the county’s COVID-19 total hasn’t
increased from one day to the next since late April.
Wilkes ranked 13th among North Carolina’s 100
counties in COVID-19 case totals on Tuesday.
At least 716 coronavirus patients were in North
Carolina hospitals on Tuesday, up from 650 the day
before and the most hospitalized for COVID-19 yet
statewide.
Tuesday’s count broke the previous record of 708
hospitalizations, recorded May 28. The state was averaging 678 daily hospitalizations over the last seven
days as of Tuesday.
The health department reported that six Wilkes
Countians were hospitalized with the virus Tuesday.

Shortly before 8 p.m.,
Huffman was westbound in a
curve when his vehicle went
off on the left, slid down an
embankment and struck a
tree, the trooper said.
Wilkes Emergency Medical Services, Wilkes Rescue Squad and Champion
Fire and Rescue were at the
scene. Huffman, trapped in
the wreckage, was removed
See DIES, Page A2

By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The march, about two miles
long, began and ended with participants gathering in front of the
North Wilkesboro Police Station.
It concluded with prayer.
There were roughly equal numbers of whites and blacks mostly
in their teens, 20s and 30s. Many
carried signs or wore shirts saying “Black Lives Matter,” “I Can’t
Breathe,” “Justice for Floyd” and the
like. They chanted “I Can’t Breathe,”
“No Justice, No Peace,” “George
Floyd” and other statements.

Opposition to rezoning a 13.4-acre parcel to B2
(general business) near the Ridgecrest subdivision
off U.S. 421 West was voiced Monday evening during
a public hearing on the requested change, held as part
of the Wilkesboro Town Council meeting.
The vacant parcel, now zoned R20 (suburban residential), is in the northeastern corner of the intersection of U.S. 421 and North Holiness Church Road.
It’s adjacent to lots with homes in Ridgewood and is
in the town’s extra-territorial zoning jurisdiction.
The parcel is owned by Indecro Development LLC,
with a Crumpler (in Ashe County) address. Indecro is
managed by David Jolly. The J.C. Faw estate owned
the land when it was auctioned off for $88,500 in December 2019.

See PROTEST, Page A3

See REZONING, Page A2

State prison has 3 COVID-19 cases
No more COVID-19 cases at
the Wilkes Correctional Center
in North Wilkesboro have been
announced since three people
there tested positive last week,
said Wilkes Health Department
Director Rachel Willard.
On May 28, the health department reported that two inmates
and one staff person at the minimum custody state prison had
tested positive for COVID-19.
Also on May 28, the health department reported that a sixth
Wilkes County resident had died
from causes associated with CO-
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VID-19. The person, in his/her
60s, died Thursday at a hospital in
Winston-Salem. The county’s fifth
COVID-19-related death, a Wilkes
resident in his/her 70s, occurred
May 27 at a hospital in Guilford
County. Three of the other local
deaths occurred the prior week
and the fi rst occurred March 31.

on staff are tested when symptomatic and transferred to another
facility where they can be medically managed if they test positive.
The Wilkes Correctional Center
is a minimum custody state prison
on Statesville Road housing up to
262 adult males. There have been
1,188 positive COVID-19 cases and
16 deaths related to the virus in
2 inmates and 1 staff person
prisons and jails across the state.
A health department press reIn a prison or jail, a COVID-19
lease said the two inmates and one outbreak is defined as two or more
staff person at the Wilkes Correc- lab-confi rmed cases. When there
tional Center are in self-isolation.
It also said prison inmates or prisSee PRISON, Page A3
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