
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 www.journalpatriot.com

Blazing the trail of progress in the State of Wilkes for over 114 years 26 pages • 50 cents

Journal-Patriot
Wilkes

P u b l i s h e d  W e d n e s d a y  •  N o r t h  W i l k e s b o r o ,  N . C .  V o l u m e  114 ,  N o .  5 6  •  U S P S  2 8 5 -7 0 0

WEST GIRLS CLINCH FIRST SOLO LEAGUE TITLE PAGE B1 CAR CRASHES INTO FOUNDATION OF HOUSE PAGE A10

TODAY

Partly sunny

High, 41 | Low, 32

THURSDAY

Rain/freezing rain

High, 36 | Low, 32 

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny

High, 44 | Low, 20 

Business����������������B5

Classifieds ����B9-11

Comics ������������������B8

Editorials ������������� A4

Farm �����������������������B4

Obituaries �������A6-8

Sports ���������������B1-3

Wilkes Living ������B6

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOUNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

About 10,000 people had 
received first doses of the 
Moderna vaccine at Wilkes 
County Health Department 
clinics by the end of last 

week, said Wilkes Health 
Department Director Rachel 
Willard.

These included about 1,100 
people vaccinated in a drive-
through, first dose clinic at 
Lowe’s Park at River’s Edge 

in Wilkesboro on Thursday, 
Feb. 11.

Willard said the health 
depar tment is supposed to 
get enough Moderna vaccine 
for 1,200 first doses at a drive-
through clinic at River’s Edge 
Thursday. Enough vaccine 
is expected for 900 second 
doses at a drive-through clinic 
Friday at River’s Edge.

The health depar tment 

now requires appointments 
for first or second dose vac-
cinations. To schedule an 
appointment, call 336-990-
9950. Cards with the date and 
time of second dose appoint-
ments are given when people 
get their first doses.

Willard said she heard 
repor ts of people having 
much shorter waiting times 
when they called the health 

depar tment for first dose 
appointments last week. Oth-
ers working at the Feb. 11 
clinic said they heard state-
ments af firming this from 
people there to receive first 
doses.

As  o f  l as t  week,  the 
health depar tment has 10 
people answering calls for 

Calls for vaccine drop sharply
Cause attributed to progress in 
vaccinating people 65 and older

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A woman died as a result 
of a two-vehicle collision at 
the intersection of Stokes 
Street and N.C. 268 West in 
Wilkesboro Friday morning.

Edna Hayes Hall, 90, of 
Millers Creek, operating a 
2009 Ford Focus, died at 
the scene, said Capt. Jason 
Delbert of the Wilkesboro 
Police Department.

According to Wilkesboro 
Officer B.D. Dancy’s report, 
Hall was at the stop sign 

on Stokes Street and was 
attempting to turn left onto 
N.C. 268 West when her 
Ford collided with a 1995 
Toyota Tacoma pickup that 
was westbound on N.C. 268 
West. Dancy said Hall failed 
to see the pickup before pull-
ing out onto N.C. 268 West.

The front of the pickup, 
driven by Christopher Todd 
Reep, 37, of Boomer, hit the 
driver’s side of the Ford after 
the car pulled out onto N.C. 
268 West. The impact forced 
the Ford off the south side 

of N.C. 268 West, where 
it came to rest in the lawn 
of a business. The pickup 
remained in a lane of N.C. 
268 West.

Wilkes Emergency Med-
ical Ser vices transpor ted 
Hall’s husband, Thomas 
Franklin Hall, 82, of Millers 
Creek, to Wilkes Medical 
Center. He was sitting in the 
front passenger seat and had 
non-life threatening injuries, 
said Delbert.

1 dies in two-vehicle wreck
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A woman driving the Ford Focus in lower left died when a pickup hit 
the driver’s side of the car in the intersection of Stokes Street and N.C. 
268 West. The Ford is where it came to rest. The pickup was between 
the officer and the traffic cones before it was towed away.

BY STAFF REPORT

A 6-year-old girl sitting in 
a pickup when it was stolen 
from the Walmart Super park-
ing lot in Elkin Sunday morn-
ing was found unharmed 
about 15 miles 
a w a y  a t  a 
church in Yad-
k i n  C o u n t y 
later that day, 
said Capt. Josh 
Tulbert of the 
Elkin Pol ice 
Department.

Tulbert said 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
Davis Cof fey, 
37, of Lenoir, charged by 
Elkin police with second-de-
gree kidnapping, motor vehi-
cle theft and other offenses, 
apparently didn’t immediately 
realize the child was inside 
when he pushed the 17-year-
old female driver of the pick-
up away from the vehicle and 
drove off. The incident was 
reported at 10:42 a.m. Sunday.

Police: 
Pickup 

with child 
inside 
stolen

Lenoir man arrested 
in Wilkes County

Christopher 
Davis Coffey

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

V
olunteers are 
playing an integral 
role in the 

Wilkes County Health 
Department’s weekly 
drive-through COVID-19 
vaccination clinics at 
Lowe’s Park at River’s 
Edge in Wilkesboro.

Wilkes Health 
Department Rachel Willard 
said each first and second 
dose clinic is staffed by 
about 60 people, including 
about 25 volunteers.

Dr. Dariel Rathmel 
of North Wilkesboro is 
among the regular clinic 
volunteers. “This is a 
community effort,” said the 
retired internal medicine 
physician in between 
putting shots in arms at 
Thursday’s first dose clinic.

Rathmel said she 
volunteers because she 
believes it’s her civic 
responsibility and she 
wants to see everybody 
get vaccinated. “I’m loving 
every minute of it and am 
thrilled to see old patients 
of mine. And there’s such 

great teamwork here.”
She said the Wilkes 

Health Department has 
done a great job with the 
clinics. “It’s been a work in 
progress and we’re ironing 
out things as they arise.”

People frustrated 
over being unable to get 
connected when they dialed 
the health department 

number for a vaccination 
appointment earlier 
called Rathmel at home 
because they knew she 
was volunteering at the 
clinics. People working at 
the clinic Thursday said 
they heard it had become 
considerably easier to get 
an appointment.

Rathmel said she 

saw a car full of people 
from Greensboro with 
appointments at River’s 
Edge Thursday after 
they couldn’t get them in 
Greensboro.

“I just wish we had more 
vaccine. I wish we could do 
this 12 hours a day in shifts 

‘COMMUNITY EFFORT’
Volunteers 

play key role 
in weekly 
clinics at 

River’s Edge
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Fran Cantrell, left, a retired Wilkes school nurse, and Nancy Scroggs, a retired nurse practi-
tioner who teaches nursing, were one of 12 two-person teams vaccinating people at the Feb. 
11 COVID-19 clinic. They give the buttons to people who are vaccinated.
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