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The Wilkes County Board 
of Education unanimously 
approved allowing near-nor-
mal high school graduation 
ceremonies for the Class of 
2021 Monday night.

The ceremonies will be 
held May 28, with May 29 as 
the rain date.

The board approved the 
recommendations of Wilkes 
School Superintendent Mark 
Byrd for the ceremonies, 
which included holding them 
outdoors if possible; with 
capacity limits in compliance 
with Gov. Roy Cooper’s latest 
executive order; with phys-
ical distancing “to the best 
extent possible;” with people 

in the same households sit-
ting together as much as pos-
sible; with masks required for 
everyone over age 5; and with 
screening protocols and hand 
sanitizer present.

Last year, Wilkes high 
school seniors graduated one 
at a time with only immediate 
family members and a couple 
of school officials present due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.
East Wilkes, West Wilkes, 

Nor th Wilkes and Wilkes 
Central high schools will have 
their graduation ceremonies 
in their respective football sta-
diums. The outdoor location 
of the Wilkes Early College 
High School ceremony hasn’t 
been determined yet.

Early College High School

Wilkes Early College High 
School Principal Michelle 
Shepherd said the location of 
the WECHS graduation cere-
mony and number of guests 
allowed are among topics 
she and Wilkes Community 
College staff will discuss in a 
meeting being held Thursday 

Board OKs near-normal graduations
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Inmates being released 
from the Wilkes County 
Jail now have the choice of 
taking lifesaving medication 
with them as they go.

The jail received a dona-
tion of 400 Evzio kits from 
Wilkes County-based Proj-
ect Lazarus, each with two 
doses of the opioid over-
dose-reversing medication 
naloxone.

The first kits arrived in 
early March and Fred Bra-
son, Project Lazarus found-
er and president, brought 
more on Friday.

Major Jason Whitley, Wil-
kes County Jail director, 
said the jail’s nurse already 
used the devices to save the 
lives of two inmates who 
went into opioid overdose.

Naloxone rapidly stops an 
opioid overdose by revers-
ing and blocking the effects 
of opioids. It can quickly 
restore normal breathing 
to a person if their breath-
ing has slowed or stopped 
because of an opioid over-
dose.

Examples  of  opio ids 
i n c l u d e  o x y c o d o n e , 
hydrocodone, heroin and 
fentanyl.

Whitley said each inmate 
is being offered an Evzio kit 
when he or she is released 
from the jail. Educational 
videos on the devices are 
available to inmates while 
they’re in jail

Inmates offered opioid overdose 
reversal kits when released

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Fred Brason, right, founder and president of Project Lazarus, demonstrates the use of an Evzio 
naloxone device while Major Jason Whitley, Wilkes County Jail director, looks on. Boxes of the 
devices are in the background.
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Efforts to slow down traffic 
on North Wilkesboro streets 
have been successful, and 
more steps will be taken this 
year, said Town Manager Wil-
son Hooper.

Hooper briefed the town 
commissioners on “traf-
fic-calming” data during the 
board’s regular meeting held 
Tuesday on Zoom in the 

Nor th Wilkesboro Police 
Department’s training room.

“We fee l  pret ty  good 
about some of the steps 
we’ve taken,” said Hooper. 
“The heavy truck ordinance 
(30-by-30-inch “No Trucks”) 
signs should be posted in four 
to six weeks, and there’s more 
to come, including possibly 
curve squaring.”

Hooper said narrowing trav-
el lanes on Sixth Street and 

installing a digital speed sign 
on Eighth Street “have had 
some statistically significant 
effects on speed and volume.”

He added that the likely 
introduction of speed humps 
are “pricey but a few will 
deter traffic from entering the 
grid” of downtown residential 
streets.

On Feb. 25, the commis-
sioners approved an amend-
ment to town code prohibiting 

heavy truck traf fic (Class 6 
and above, unless permitted) 
down Finley Avenue and other 
grid junctions that include 
Hinshaw, Elizabeth, Franklin 
and D streets.

Hooper said earlier that 
heavy trucks are using these 
streets as cut-throughs and 
are impinging on residents’ 
quiet enjoyment of their 
homes. The trucks have also 
been observed running stop 

signs and exceeding posted 
speed limits, he said.

After an initial period of issu-
ing warnings to violators, fines 
collected from enforcement of 
the proposed ordinance would 
be sent, by law, to Wilkes 
County public schools. A vio-
lation of the ordinance would 
be considered a misdemeanor 
and be subject to a $50 fine.

More efforts to slow traffic in North Wilkesboro planned
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Ronda’s delinquent audit 
reports and Elkin’s decision 
to double what it charges 
for water sold to the eastern 
Wilkes County town were 
among issues discussed in a 
three-hour Ronda town board 
retreat at town hall on April 8.

A CPA firm hired to audit 
several years of Ronda’s 
financial records has essen-
tially completed this work for 
2017-18, but wants an expla-
nation of an “unusually large 
entr y” before releasing an 
exception-free audit report, 
said Michael Boaz, Ronda’s 
par t-time finance director. 
The firm was Rives & Asso-
ciates until its name was 
changed to RH CPAs

Boaz said in an interview 
that the entry in question is 
for revenue that balanced 
finances of Ronda’s water sys-
tem in a financial statement 
prepared three years ago by 
Robert P. Huntley CPA for 
Ronda and used by RH CPAs 
in its audit. He couldn’t recall 
the amount.

Boaz said he’s confident 
that he and the CPA who 
prepared the financial state-
ment talked about the entry 
in question, but neither could 
remember the reason for the 
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