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A suspect in a Caldwell 
County murder was fatal-
ly shot in Traphill during an 
encounter with Wilkes Coun-
ty Sherif f ’s Of fice deputies 
late Friday night, said Wilkes 
Sheriff Chris Shew.

Thomas Charlie Billings, 
37, died outside a mobile 
home near the end of Traphill 
Ridge Road after being shot 
by at least one Wilkes deputy, 
said Shew.

Shew said Billings pointed 
a rifle at deputies when they 
found him outside the mobile 

home and they didn’t realize 
it was a pellet rifle until after 
he was shot. They were look-
ing for Billings in connection 
with a murder in Caldwell 
that occurred earlier Friday, 
he said.

“They told him to put it (the 
rifle) down multiple times and 

he (Billings) kept raising it up 
at them,” said Shew. Billings 
never fired the weapon, he 
added.

“I believe they acted appro-
priately because they couldn’t 
tell if it was a real gun. They 
would have had to have close-
ly examined it to determine it 

was a pellet gun.”
Billings and the deputies 

“were fairly close” to each 
other during the encounter, 
he said.

Shew declined to say how 
many deputies fired their 

Deputies fatally shoot murder suspect
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The Wilkes County and Wil-
kesboro governing bodies have 
discussed but still haven’t held 
public hearings on incentives 
proposed to land a company’s 
apparent significant economic 
investment with new jobs.

The hearing was on the agen-
da for the Wilkes County com-
missioners’ July 1 meeting but 
was continued with little dis-
cussion to their Aug. 3 meeting 
because no update was received 
on the company’s plans by the 
end of June.

‘Project Flow’ 
incentive 

hearings may 
be in August

Staff Photo — Marty McGee

Great American Fire Truck Parade rolled through North Wilkesboro and Wilkesboro again on July 4. It’s sponsored by the Wil-
kes County Fire & Rescue Association.

On Main Street of Wilkesboro

BY STAFF REPORT

A Yadkin County man 
lost  his l i fe  when the 
motorcycle he was oper-
ating wrecked on N.C. 18 
Nor th in Wilkes County 
near the Alleghany County 
line late Sunday afternoon.

Jef frey Eugene Helton, 
53, was operating a 2002 
Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle southbound on N.C. 18 
North when he wrecked in 
the first curve south of the 

Wilkes-Alleghany county 
line, said Trooper Sean 
Hall of the N.C. Highway 
Patrol.

“He was going a little 
too fast and lost control in 
the curve,” said Hall. This 
resulted in the motorcycle 
crossing over the nor th-
bound lane and hitting the 
metal guardrail along the 
downhill side of N.C. 18 
North, he said.

Helton was ejected, hit 
the guardrail and came to 

rest near the motorcycle, 
said Hall, adding that he 
died at the scene.

H a l l  s a i d  H e l t o n ’ s 
address was listed as 1149 
Walnut Drive, Hampton-
ville. Damage to the motor-
cycle wasn’t extreme, he 
added.

The wreck was reported 
at 5:44 p.m. and resulted in 
traffic in both lanes of N.C. 
18 North being closed to 
traf fic for about an hour, 
added Hall.

The Laurel Springs Fire 
Department blocked traf-
fic at the top of N.C. 18 
mountain near the county 
line and the McGrady Fire 
Department blocked it at 
the bottom of the moun-
tain.

Also responding were 
Wilkes Emergency Medi-
cal Services and Sgt. Jon-
athan Phillips, Trooper 
Jacob Cardwell and Troop-
er Joey Williams of the 
N.C. Highway Patrol.

Motorcyclist dies in wreck near county line
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An employee of the Wilkes 
County Tax Department since 
2008 is the new county tax 
administrator.

William A. “Will” Lankford 
Jr.’s appointment to the position, 
which includes tax assessor and 
tax collector, was unanimously 
approved by the county com-
missioners during their July 1 
meeting. It was ef fective that 
day.

He was sworn in by Eddie 
Settle, chairman of the commis-
sioners. Lankford, 43, has been 
one of the depar tment’s tax 
appraisers since Alex Hamilton, 
prior tax administrator, hired 
him.

“I’m really excited to get start-
ed,” said Lankford in an inter-
view. “We have a great team and 
I want to strive to provide the 
best public service possible.”

He also cited educating the 
public about county property 
tax matters as a goal.

Lankford said work has start-
ed on the next county proper-
ty revaluation, with new values 
expected to be in place for fiscal 
2022-23.

Lankford 
named tax 

administrator
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Two people filed for North Wil-
kesboro mayor, one for North Wil-
kesboro commissioner and one for 
Wilkesboro Town Council at the Wil-
kes County Board of Elections when 
the municipal candidate filing period 
opened July 2.

The f i l ing period cont inues 
through noon July 16.

No one else filed as a candidate in 
Wilkesboro or North Wilkesboro by 
the Wilkes Journal-Patriot’s press 
deadline early Tuesday afternoon.

On the ballot this year in Wilkes-
boro are two town council seats, while 
North Wilkesboro voters will elect a 
mayor and two commissioners. The 
two towns have non-partisan elections 
and all terms are for four years.

Lee W. Taylor filed as a candidate 

for Wilkesboro Town Council. Tay-
lor, 77, of East Main Street, said he is 
licensed as a United Methodist min-
ister and serves as assistant pastor of 
the Union-Arbor Grove charge. His 
wife, Susan Taylor, is pastor of that 
United Methodist charge. Taylor said 
he is retired from Wells Fargo, where 
he worked in a trust department.
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Four file for elected town positions 
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