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SENTIMENT WAS CLEAR in the message on the rear window of a car Thursday 
morning parked on Main Street in North Wilkesboro. Under an order issued by 

Gov. Roy Cooper, North Carolina starts the fi rst phase of easing COVID-19-rleat-
ed restrictions at 5 p.m. today.

Reopening process starts

Gov. Roy Cooper issued an 
order (Executive Order 138) 
Tuesday authorizing the start 
of phase one of a three-phase 
plan for fully reopening the state 
as his COVID-19-related stay at 
home order expires Friday.

Order 138 is in effect from 5 
p.m. Friday to 5 p.m. May 22, 
unless repealed or replaced by 
another order.

Dr. Mandy Cohen, secretary of 
the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services, empha-
sized the importance of three ac-
tions during this “cautious step 
forward.” Cohen called them the 
three W’s: “wear a face cover-
ing, wash your hands and wait 
six feet apart.”

Cooper said healthcare ex-
perts are hopeful that continued 
positive results in the indicators 
of “testing, tracing and trends” 
will allow the state to move into 
phase two on May 22.

Under phase two, the stay at 
home order would be completely 

lifted. Houses of worship, res-
taurants and bars would reopen, 
but with reduced capacity. The 
maximum number of people 
in gatherings would increase, 
but the state would encourage 
vulnerable populations to stay 
home.

In phase three, which would 
start after four to six weeks of 
success in the second phase, 
there would be an increase 
in maximum-capacity num-
bers and more people in mass 
gatherings.

Order 138 ends the distinc-
tion between essential and non-
essential businesses and allows 
most businesses to reopen. It 
allows people to leave home 
for commercial activity at any 
business.

The new order says state 
parks and trails may reopen, 
but public playgrounds remain 
closed during phase one.

MICHAEL’S JEWELRY on Main Street, North Wilkesboro, posted that it will reopen for business 
on Saturday following Gov. Roy Cooper’s order, issued Tuesday. Among others, the order allows 
stores that sell jewelry, clothes, books and other household items to reopen. Work is being done 
inside and outside the store Thursday morning in preparation for the reopening.

Some N.C. businesses 
must still be closed

Scaled-down 2020-21
county budget proposed
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

A draft fiscal 2020-21 
Wilkes County government 
budget with a projected 25% 
reduction in sales tax rev-
enue and across the board 
cuts in spending was present-
ed at the county commission-
ers meeting Tuesday night.

It includes a general fund 
budget of $76.54 million, 
down 11% from $85 million in 
fi scal 2019-20. Commission-
ers agreed to hold their fi rst 
budget work session on May 
26 and a public hearing on 
the spending plan. on June 2.

The projected decrease in 
sales tax revenue is due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, said 
County Manager John Yates, 
who presented the proposed 
budget. Sales tax revenue 
is forecast at $13.21 million, 
which is 21% of the county’s gen-
eral fund revenue in 2020-21.

The proposed budget 
leaves the property tax rate 
unchanged at 66 cents per 
$100 of property valuation. 
One cent of the tax rate gen-
erates a little over $550,000.

The tax rate was reduced 
by 1 cent in fi scal 2019-20 to 
remain “revenue neutral” af-
ter a new property valuation 
was completed that year. The 
revaluation upped the coun-
ty’s property tax base near-
ly 2%, from $4.94 billion to 
about $5.04 billion.

Yates projected 2020-21 
property tax collections at 
$38.4 million, representing 
50.32% of general fund reve-
nue next year. He based this 
on a 1.2% increase in the prop-
erty tax base. “Due to current 
economic conditions, we have 
lowered the tax collection 
rate by 1%” to 95.42%, he said.

Yates also proposed tak-
ing $3.3 million from coun-

ty government’s unassigned 
fund balance to balance the 
budget. He said this is needed 
for two new ambulance re-
mounts for Wilkes Emergency 
Medical Services for $217,000, 
a local match of $445,000 for 
a taxiway paving project at 
the Wilkes County Airport, 
$202,000 as the local match 
for ConnectNC bond funds for 
Wilkes Community College 
and to cover other expenses.

The county’s unassigned 
fund balance as of this past 
June 30 was $26.87 million, 
which was 36% of budgeted 
general fund expenditures. The 
new fi scal year starts on July 1.

“We did suspend purchas-
ing and travel to help offset 
the anticipated loss of rev-
enue for the last quarter of 
2019-20,” said Yates.

The proposed budget in-

Town offi cials urge vigilance 
due to rise in Wilkes cases

EDITOR’S NOTE: By Thursday 
evening, Wilkes County’s confi rmed 
COVID-19 total stood at 188.

By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

A state of emergency declaration 
signed by the Wilkesboro, North 
Wilkesboro and Ronda mayors was 
amended Thursday to align with 
Gov. Roy’s Cooper’s order starting 

the fi rst of three phases easing CO-
VID-19-related restrictions, but a 
press release from the three towns 
said their offi cial policy is to urge 
residents “to stay-at-home to the full-
est extent possible” due to continu-
ing health risks posed by the virus.

The release said the three mayors 
amended their state of emergency 

Seniors’ views sought
3 graduation ceremony options given
Input on three potential high 

school graduation ceremony con-
cepts is being sought from Wilkes 
County’s seniors as part of the plan-
ning process for marking this occa-
sion, said Wilkes School Superinten-
dent Mark Byrd.

Byrd said seniors at the fi ve Wilkes 
high schools are being contacted 
to indicate in a short survey if they 

prefer virtual ceremonies, drive-
up or drive-through ceremonies or 
delaying graduation ceremonies to 
a time when attendance numbers 
won’t have to be as limited.

He said that if any members of 
the class of 2020 haven’t been con-
tacted yet by their schools, they will 

Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E6
Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E7
Editorials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E4

Saturday
Sunny and cool

High 56 Low 31

Sunday
Frost early, sunny

High 66 Low 41

Monday
Sunny and mild

High 65 Low 39

Tuesday
Sunny, a little warmer

High 69 Low 46

W. Kerr Scott, state parks and Rendezvous Mtn. reopening in phases. Page E5


