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AND MARTY MCGEE
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About 35% (a little over 
3,100) of the students in 
the Wilkes County Schools 
returned to their classrooms 
Tuesday as the school district 
transitioned to a combination 
of in-person and remote learn-
ing (Plan B).

It was the first face-to-face 
classroom teaching in Wil-
kes public schools since Gov. 
Roy Cooper closed all pub-
lic schools statewide due to 
COVID-19 back in mid-March.

Among three options (Plans 
A, B and C) Cooper later told 
school districts to be pre-
pared to use in the 2020-21 
academic year, the governor 
chose B as the base plan. This 
limits school facilities to 50% 
of capacity, with students in 
their schools on portions of 
each day, week or month and 
engaged in remote learning 
(usually at home) when not in 
schools.

Under the version of Plan 
B used in Wilkes, students in 
each school who didn’t opt 

for fulltime remote learning 
were divided into two groups 
— Group A and Group B. The 
two groups are alternating 
between remote learning and 
in-person learning each school 
day.

This began Tuesday with 
all Group B students in their 
schools and all Group A stu-
dents learning remotely. On 
Wednesday, it will be reversed 
and so on. A school year cal-
endar showing this in great-
er detail is on the Wilkes 
School District website at 
https://www.wilkescounty-
schools.org/apps/news/arti-
cle/1256120.

About 25% (a little over 
2,300) of the students in the 
Wilkes schools chose to use 
remote learning every school 
day for the first nine weeks 
after Cooper ordered that this 
option be allowed. Wilkes 
school of ficials say students 
engaged in remote learn-
ing each day have the same 
expectations as those students 
enrolled under Plan B.

Under Plan B, there is addi-
tional cleaning of school build-

ings each day after school 
and during transitions. Social 
distancing guidelines are in 
place and both students and 
staff must wear cloth face cov-
erings. Daily temperature and 
health screening checks are 
required.

Every school is required to 
conduct symptom screening of 
any person entering a campus 
building, including students, 
teachers, staff and other visi-
tors. The Wilkes schools are 
using an attestation forms con-
cerning student health for par-
ents to complete and sign each 
day children come to school. 
Buses are running with one 
student per seat.

The U.S. Depar tment of 
Agriculture issued a waiver 
extending the operation of 
the Summer Meals Program 
through Dec. 31, which means 
all children ages 1-18 receive 
free lunch and breakfast 
meals. School meals are being 
served outside cafeterias

The N.C. High School Ath-
letic Association announced 

In-person learning starts for most students

Photo courtesy of Morgan Mathis/Wilkes County Schools

C.B. Eller Elementary School cafeteria manager Mary Church 
hands out breakfast meals to students as they arrive Tuesday 
morning instead of having students gather in the cafeteria.
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Wilkes Sherif f Chris Shew has 
announced felony drug charges filed 
against 45 people as a result of investi-
gations conducted over the past three 
months.

Shew said many of the investigations 
were initiated after citizens reported 
seeing suspicious activities in their com-
munities.

These latest cases, announced Sept. 
3, resulted in the seizure of 988 grams 
of meth with a street value of about 
$35,000, 12 grams of heroin worth about 
$1,800, 157 prescription pills (most-
ly Oxycodone pain pills) worth about 
$5,000 and 28 grams of cocaine worth 
about $1,200. About 29 grams of mari-
juana were seized.

Capt. Craig Dancy, who heads the 
sherif f ’s of fice’s narcotics unit, said 
meth is still the dominant illegal drug 
in Wilkes.

“People tell me they are afraid to use 
heroin because of fentanyl” it often con-
tains, he said. “I’ve had people come 
in and help us (by providing informa-
tion on drug activities) because a buddy 
overdosed on heroin.”

Dancy said arrests of other people as 
a result of recent drug investigations 
were delayed as part of efforts to keep 
the Wilkes County Jail inmate popula-
tion down during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He said these arrests with addi-
tional charges will be made soon.

Dancy also said that targets of recent 
drug investigations locally are carry-
ing firearms or have them nearby more 
than normal.

The recent cases include one in which 
Kevin Scott Townsend, 43, of Robin 
Lane, North Wilkesboro, is charged 

Felony drug 
charges against 
45 announced
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A company already building a 
new hangar for Samaritan’s Purse 
at the Wilkes County Airport has 
been awarded the contract for 
building a new taxiway connecting 
it to the runway.

A $1,106,533 bid from James 
R. Vannoy & Sons of West Jeffer-
son, the lowest of six submitted 
for the taxiway, was unanimously 
approved by the Wilkes County 
commissioners during their Sept. 
1 meeting.

The new taxiway will be funded 
with a $1.5 million state economic 
development grant awarded to the 
county last year. No local matching 
funds were required.

Construction on the taxiway 
should star t this month, said 
Jimmy Luther, aviation program 
manager for W.K. Dickson & Co. 
The Charlotte-based company han-

dles engineering for Wilkes Air-
port projects.

The next two lowest bids were 
$1,109,385 from Mathis & Son 
Grading of North Wilkesboro and 
$1,193,853 from Tri-County Paving 

of West Jefferson. The other bids 
were from Carl Rose & Sons Inc. 
of Elkin, $1,200,126; Mountain-
eer Contractors Inc. of Kingwood, 

BY STAFF REPORT

A Watauga County man 
died in a motorcycle acci-
dent on N.C. 18 South in 
the Boomer community 
Sunday afternoon.

Scott McDonough, 62, of 
Vilas was operating a 2012 
Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle southbound on N.C. 18 
South when it went off the 
right side of the two-lane 
road and struck a guard-
rail. McDonough was eject-
ed and landed on the other 
side of the guardrail.

The motorcycle contin-
ued along the guardrail 
about 50 more feet before 
stopping just beyond 
where the guardrail ends.

According to the report 
of Trooper Jacob Card-
well of the N.C. Highway 
Patrol, a witness in a vehi-
cle behind the motorcycle 
saw the Harley-Davidson 
veer off to the right, leave 
the highway and hit the 
guardrail.

The wreck occurred 
about 2:20 p.m. on a 
straight section of N.C. 18 
South about 1,500 feet east 
of the Thankful Church 
Road intersection with 
N.C. 18 South.

T h e  B o o m e r  F i r e 
Department provided traf-
fic control. Wilkes Emer-
gency Medical Services 
also responded.

Bid approved for new airport taxiway

Photo courtesy of Wilkes County Manager John Yates

James R. Vannoy & Sons is building a new 22,000-square-foot hangar for 
Samaritan’s Purse at the Wilkes County Airport. The county commissioners 
approved a bid from Vannoy for building a taxiway to service the new hangar.

Motorcycle operator dies in Sunday wreck

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

The operator of the Harley-Davidson motorcycle in the 
foreground died Sunday afternoon when the motorcy-
cle veered off N.C. 18 South and hit the guardrail in the 
upper left.SEE CHARGES/PAGE A2

SEE BID/PAGE A2

SEE STUDENTS/PAGE A2


