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BY JULE HUBBARD

WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A draft policy revision allow-
ing Wilkes County animal con-
trol officers to have concealed 
handguns while on duty was 
tabled for more discussion 
during the March 2 county 
commissioners meeting.

Wilkes Animal Control 

Director Steve Rhoades asked 
that a county animal control 
firearms policy enacted in 
1999 be amended to allow this 
for animal control officers with 
state-issued concealed carry 
permits.

Rhoades said one county 
animal control of ficer has a 
concealed carry permit and 

is the only one who current-
ly wants to carry a concealed 
handgun while on duty.

Commission Chairman 
Eddie Settle said he was 
shocked that only one has a 
concealed carry permit. Settle 
said he wouldn’t be an animal 
control officer if he couldn’t 
carry a handgun.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  K e i t h 
Elmore asked if animal control 
officers now have rifles.

Rhoades said they all have 
10/22 rifles behind the seats 
of their vehicles. “They only 
get those out when needed for 
injured animals and things like 
that. It takes you just a minute 
to get those out if needed.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r  D a v i d 
Gambill said animal control 
of ficers should have more 
training than the eight hours 
required for a concealed 
carry permit, but also said 
he didn’t oppose letting them 
carry concealed handguns.

Board delays decision on firearms policy
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Ensuring North Wilkesboro and Wil-
kesboro are capable of supplying each 
other with water is North Wilkesboro’s 
top priority in fiscal 2021-22.

It topped the list of about a dozen 
goals identified by North Wilkesboro 
commissioners during their annual 
retreat Friday at the Stone Center.

The retreat was designed to provide 
guidance for developing a budget for 
the new fiscal year, which starts July 1.

North Wilkesboro Town Manager 
Wilson Hooper called the compatibili-
ty goal “reasonably achievable” as part 
of a long-term objective of ensuring 
the town has an adequate and safe 
water supply.

A decades-long joint effort by North 

Wilkesboro and Wilkesboro to make 
W. Kerr Scott Reservoir their water 
supply, based primarily on Nor th 
Wilkesboro needing a more reliable 
source, was officially dropped in 2019. 
Cost was the big issue despite the 
state okaying a 30-year, $30 million 
loan with zero interest for the project.

Nor th Wilkesboro of ficials have 
continued seeking alternatives to the 
town’s Reddies River Reservoir as a 

Compatibility of two town water  
systems top North Wilkesboro priority
Police, fire department facilities also rank high

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard)

Commissioner Bert Hall ranks his priorities on a list made in a retreat at the Stone Center in North Wilkesboro on Friday. Wait-
ing to do the same is Commissioner Debbie Ferguson, while Commissioner Andrew Palmer, sitting, prepares to decide.

WILKES COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL

BY STAFF REPORT

Plans for drive-through 
COVID-19 vaccination clin-
ics at the four Wilkes County 
middle schools for all eligi-
ble people were announced 
Tuesday by Wilkes Health 
Department Director Rachel 
Willard.

Willard said current plans 
are to have them on the third 
Saturday of each month at 
East Wilkes, West Wilkes, 
Central Wilkes and Nor th 
Wilkes middle schools, start-
ing March 20. She said the 
amount of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion allocated to the Wilkes 
Health Depar tment could 
impact these plans.

Willard said vaccination 
clinics are being held at the 
four middle schools to help 
make it easier for all Wilkes 
residents to get vaccinated. 
Times for these clinics will 
be announced soon.

She said enough Pfizer 
vaccine was allocated for 
1,170 doses to be adminis-
tered at Tyson facilities in 
four Nor th Carolina loca-
tions, including Wilkesboro, 
on Friday and Saturday. The 
other three are Claremont, 
Monroe and Sanford.

Matrix Medical staf f will 
vaccinate T yson employ-
ees at the company’s chick-
en processing complex in 

Vaccine 
clinics 

planned at 
4 middle 
schools
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A draft updated economic 
development incentives poli-
cy for new and existing busi-
nesses in Wilkes County was 
presented to the North Wil-
kesboro commissioners on 
March 2.

The policy was drafted by 

the Wilkes Economic Devel-
opment Corp. (EDC) and 
applies to new and existing 
businesses opening in the 
towns of North Wilkesboro, 
Wilkesboro or elsewhere in 
Wilkes.

LeeAnn Nixon, EDC pres-
ident, made the presentation 
to the North Wilkesboro com-

missioners. She said the EDC 
hired Cr ystal Morphis, an 
economic development con-
sultant, to update the county’s 
economic development invest-
ment policy, which was last 
updated in 2001.

Morphis  recent ly  met 
with staf f members of the 
two towns, the county and 

the EDC before advising the 
updates to the policy, which 
has not yet been formally dis-
cussed by the Wilkes County 
commissioners or the Wilkes-
boro Town Council.

The policy, if jointly adopt-
ed by the towns and county, 
would reward eligible busi-
nesses by calculating an 

incentive based on 80% of 
their increase in ad valorem 
tax for five, six or seven years, 
based on a points system 
that factors in how many jobs 
were created, the amount of 
money invested and the wages 
offered by the business.

Updated business incentives policy draft presented to board
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