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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT

A Surr y County man has 
been arrested on a charge 
of murder in the death of an 
eastern Wilkes County man.

T yler  Blake Daughen-
baugh, 22,  of  909 Hunt-
er Road, Mount Air y, was 
arrested about 8 p.m. June 
15, said Wilkes Sheriff Chris 
Shew.

Daughenbaugh was using 

a riding mower for 
transpor tation in a 
wooded area near 
his home when he 
was arrested without 
incident by person-
nel from the Wilkes 
and Surr y sherif f ’s 
o f f ices  and Sta te 
Bureau of Investiga-
tion, said Shew. He 
is in the Wilkes County Jail 
without bond.

Daughenbaugh is 
charged in connec-
tion with the shoot-
ing death of James 
Leroy Conley,  53, 
who was deceased 
when Wilkes Sher-
if f ’s Of fice deputies 
found him lying on 
the ground outside 
his home at 425 L & 

L Road in the Pleasant Hill 
community the mor ning  

of June 13.
Shew said Daughenbaugh 

and Conley were acquain-
tances. He declined to com-
ment on a possible motive, 
but said the arrest was made 
as a result of investigators 
interviewing people and fol-
lowing up on leads.

Shew said deputies went 
to the residence in response 
to a phone call made to the 
W ilkes Communicat ions 

Center at 8:44 a.m. June 
13. The possibility of more 
arrests hasn’t been r uled 
out but aren’t anticipated as 
the investigation continues, 
added the sheriff.

He said he wanted to 
thank the Surr y Sherif f ’s 
Of fice, Mount Air y Police 
Depar tment, Carroll Coun-
ty (Va.) Sherif f ’s Office and 
SBI for their assistance in 
the case.

Murder arrest made in Pleasant Hill case

Tyler Blake 
Daughenbaugh
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Scythian and Brother Oliver drew one of largest crowds ever at the Yadkin Valley Marketplace in downtown North Wilkesboro 
on Saturday night. The two bands were presented by the Town of North Wilkesboro and Window World. See Wilkes Living sec-
tion on Page C1 for story and more photos.

Bands draw large crowds at Yadkin Valley Marketplace

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The Wilkes County commis-
sioners discussed withholding 
funds from Blue Ridge Oppor-
tunity Commission (BROC) in 
the fiscal 2021-22 budget June 
15 due to an investigation of 
the agency.

Commissioners shared 
dif fering views on the mat-
ter before they unanimously 
approved a budget that left 
BROC’s funding unchanged 
from what County Manag-
er John Yates proposed last 
month.

When Chairman Eddie Set-
tle opened the floor for con-
sideration of adopting the new 
budget that night, he looked 
at Commissioner David Gam-
bill expectantly until Gambill 
responded, “I’ll bring it up.”

Budget OK’d 
with BROC 

funds despite 
investigation

BY STAFF REPORT

A Wilkes County man who won the $1 mil-
lion top prize with a 50X the Cash scratch-off 
ticket said the experience was surreal and 
left him more shocked that anything, stated a 
press release from the N.C. Education Lottery.

Lee Kilby of Wilkesboro recently purchased 
the ticket for $10 at Village Market No. 1 at 71 
Sparta Road, North Wilkesboro.

He had a choice of taking the $1 million 
as an annuity of $50,000 (before federal and 
state taxes) a year for 20 years, or a lump sum 
of $600,000. Kilby chose the lump sum of 
$600,000 and took home $424,503 after federal 
and state tax withholdings.

He claimed his prize Friday at lottery head-
quarters in Raleigh and told a lottery official, 
“When I scratched it off, I couldn’t believe 
what I was seeing…. I couldn’t be more excit-
ed about winning.”

Kilby won the last $1 million top prize, so the 
lottery will begin steps to end the game.

The press release said ticket sales from 
scratch-offs like 50X the Cash make it possible 
for the lottery to raise more than $725 million a 
year for education in North Carolina.

Wilkes man is 
lottery game’s 

last $1M winner

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The N.C. Cour t of Appeals 
ruled June 15 that an N.C. High-
way Patrol trooper unjustly lost 
his job after a motorcycle he was 
pursuing wrecked and the opera-
tor died just west of Wilkesboro 
on Jan. 9, 2019.

The appeals court also ordered 
that James E. Belcher of Millers 
Creek be reinstated by the High-
way Patrol. Belcher said Monday 
that he hadn’t yet decided what 
he’ll do.

Attorney Barr y K. Henline 
of Wilmington, representing 
Belcher, said Monday, “We’re 
pleased that the Court of Appeals 
determined that there were no 
policy violations that justified” 
Belcher being dismissed from the 
Highway Patrol.

Henline said the N.C. Supreme 
Court has the option of hearing 
the case, but this doesn’t automat-
ically occur because the Court of 
Appeals’ decision was unanimous. 
The Highway Patrol has 15 days 
to decide whether to petition for 
review, he added.

He said that under state law, 
Belcher is eligible for reimburse-
ment of lost Highway Patrol pay 
and Henline’s law firm is eligi-
ble to receive its legal fees in the 
case from the state. He said he 
plans to file a petition seeking 
these funds.

A wrongful death suit filed 
against Belcher in June 2020 by 
Angela White in Wilkes Supe-
rior Cour t in connection with 
Cooper’s death was voluntarily 
dismissed June 8. The suit was 
dismissed with prejudice, which 
means it can’t be refiled. Henline 
said no money was paid as part of 
the dismissal. White was Cooper’s 
mother and the administrator of 
his estate.

The Highway Patrol dismissed 
Belcher on July 1, 2019, saying 
he violated Highway Patrol chase 
and truthfulness policies during a 

pursuit on U.S. 421 that led to the 
death of Cody Adam Cooper, 26, 
of Ferguson.

Belcher appealed the dismiss-
al, ultimately appearing before 
Administrative Law Judge David 
F. Sutton after filing a contest-
ed case petition in the Office of 
Administrative Hearings. Sutton 
found just cause for Belcher’s dis-
missal, and Belcher appealed this 
to the Court of Appeals.

Sutton said Belcher violated 
Highway Patrol chase policy by 
continuing the pursue after the 
motorcycle star ted “weaving.” 
Sutton based this on video foot-
age from Belcher’s dash camera 
and on three troopers testifying 
on behalf of the Highway Patrol 
that Cooper’s actions constituted 
weaving.

Appeals court says trooper wrongly fired
The Highway Patrol dismissed James E. Belcher on July 1, 
2019, saying he violated Highway Patrol chase and 
truthfulness policies during a pursuit on U.S. 421 that led 
to the death of Cody Adam Cooper, 26, of Ferguson.
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