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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT

The Wilkes Sherif f ’s Of fice on 
Feb. 25 charged Joshua Anthony 
Allen and Vanessa 
Mae Davis, both of 
Nor th Wilkesboro, 
with one count each 
of murder, conspir-
acy to commit rob-
ber y and robber y 
with a  dangerous 
weapon in connec-
tion with the death of 
Renee Ann Walker of 
Wilkesboro.

Walker was repor ted missing 
to the Wilkesboro Police Depart-
ment on July 9, 2020, by her grand-
mother, Dare Miller. A sherif f ’s 

office press release said Walker, 26, 
when repor ted missing, was last 
seen at the Quality Inn in Wilkes-
boro in June 2020. She had been 

staying there.
The press release 

referred to investiga-
tors locating human 
remains of f Nor th 
Ridge Road, Roaring 
River, in December 
2020. The remains, 
found in an area about 
a mile from where 
Nor th Ridge Road 
intersects with N.C. 

268 East, were sent to Wake For-
est Baptist Medical Center in Win-
ston-Salem for an autopsy.

Law enforcement of ficers said 

earlier that they believed the 
remains were those of Walker, but 
this hadn’t been confirmed in the 
autopsy by late last week. The press 
release said the autopsy determined 
that the cause of death was a gun-
shot wound. Allen once lived of f 
North Ridge Road.

The press release also said 
that during the investigation, it 
was learned Allen and Davis had 
planned to rob Walker of her Qual-
ity Inn room key to gain access to 
her motel room.

The case has been jointly inves-
tigated by the Wilkes Sherif f ’s 
Office, Wilkesboro Police Depart-
ment, State Bureau of Investigation 
and Sparta Police Department.

2 jailed for Hamilton murder 
also charged in Walker death
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Wilkes County’s lack of competi-
tiveness for economic development 
without suitable buildings or sites 
was emphasized in a Feb. 25 county 
government budget work session.

It’s a message veteran Wilkes 
commissioners acknowledge hear-
ing before.

This time it came from Emily Mill-
er, president of Garner-based McAd-
ams & Associates LLC, as the com-
missioners begin the process devel-
oping a budget for fiscal 2021-22.

Miller provides local governments 
with administrative and consulting 
services to help them seek grants 
for economic development-related 
capital projects. She focuses on site 
development and infrastructure, 
mostly in rural communities.

She helped North Wilkesboro 
secure funds for a $2.2 million ele-
vated water storage tank off River 
Road-Liber ty Grove Road, with 
construction scheduled to star t 
this month. Miller helped the Wil-
kes Economic Development Corp. 
apply for a $1.5 million Golden LEAF 
Foundation grant for constructing a 
building the EDC could use to help 
bring about job and tax base growth.

She told commissioners that EDC 
records show Wilkes missed 35 
opportunities for expanded local or 
new operations since August 2018. 
Miller said that in all but five of the 
35, Wilkes was dropped from consid-
eration due to a lack of available and 
suitable buildings or graded sites.

BY STAFF REPORT

A large illegal distillery and 
several hundred gallons of 
moonshine were seized or 
destroyed and five people 
charged in Wilkes County as a 
result of an investigation initiat-
ed by Triad ABC Law Enforce-
ment in Winston-Salem.

Greg Miller, chief of Triad 
ABC, said Triad ABC agents 
and Wilkes Sherif f ’s Of fice 
detectives executed search war-
rants at 417 Brewer Baldwin 
Ridge Road in the Hays commu-
nity and at 587 Dellaplane Road 
in the Antioch community on 
Jan. 20.

Miller said the officers found 
a large active liquor still inside 
a building, several hundred 
gallons of non-tax paid liquor 
(moonshine) and several thou-
sand gallons of mash at the 
Brewer Baldwin Ridge Road 
location. He said the still was 
destroyed and some of the non-
tax paid liquor kept as evidence.

5 charged after still, hundreds 
of gallons of moonshine seized

Photo courtesy of Triad ABC Law Enforcement

Greg Miller, chief of Triad ABC Law Enforcement, said officers found an illegal still and 
several hundred gallons of moonshine in a building off Brewer Baldwin Ridge Road in 
the Rock Creek section of Hays on Jan. 20.

BY STAFF REPORT

The Wilkes Journal-Pa-
triot received four awards 
in the N.C. Press Associ-
ation’s 2020 news writing 
and photography compe-
tition, held remotely this 
year due to COVID-19.

Staf f member Mar ty 
McGee won first place and 
second place in feature 
photography, while staf f 
member Jule Hubbard 
won third place in spot 
news photography. The 
newspaper’s editorial page 
took second place.

McGee’s first place fea-

ture photo was titled “A 
L yrid meteor on Ear th 
Day.” It was published on 
April 29, 2020, and had the 
following cutline: “A Lyrd 
meteor streaks toward 
the southeastern horizon 
in the pre-dawn hours 
of Ear th Day (April 22). 
The annual Lyrid meteor 
shower peaked the night 
of April 21 into the morn-
ing of April 22, bringing 
about 15 to 20 meteors 
per hour over skies in Wil-
kes County, which were 
almost totally dark due to 
the nearly-new moon. The 

Milky Way galaxy is visi-
ble to the left of the mete-
or.”

McGee’s third place fea-
ture photo was titled, “Siz-
ing up Santa,” published 
on Dec. 10, 2020. The cut-
line read: “Sizing up Santa 
with an incredulous look is 
Finley Case of Wilkesboro, 
who was one of the first 
toddlers in line to meet 
the Jolly Old Saint Nich-
olas during ‘Christmas in 
the Commons’ Saturday in 
Wilkesboro.”

Hubbard’s third place 
spot news photo showed a 

motor vehicle chase sus-
pect being escor ted by 
Wilkes Sherif f ’s Of fice 
deputies from the woods 
along Fall Creek Road in 
western Wilkes County 
after he was apprehended. 
The photo appeared in the 
Jan. 8, 2020, issue.

The Wilkes Journal-Pa-
triot competed with the 
largest circulation non-dai-
ly newspapers. Winners 
were announced on Feb. 
25. Entries are judged by 
staf f members of news-
papers in a different state 
each year.

Newspaper’s photos, editorial page win awards
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Wilkes County Health Director 
Rachel Willard said at least 9,320 
Wilkes residents had received first 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine and at 
least 4,908 had received second 
doses by the end of last week.

Willard said the Wilkes Health 
Depar tment alone had adminis-
tered 9,788 first and second doses 
combined by then.

The health department reported 
that as of Monday, 6,001 Wilkes 
residents had been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 and 103 COVID-19-relat-
ed deaths of Wilkes residents had 
been confirmed since the pandem-
ic began in March 2020.

Also on Monday, Wilkes had 
215 active COVID-19 cases. This 
included 23 people who were hos-
pitalized.

The number of new cases of the 
virus per 100,000 people in Wilkes 
in the prior 14 days continued to 
drop and was 278 on Monday.

Over 9,000  
have first dose,  

nearly 5,000 have 
second in Wilkes
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County a weak 
contender for 

economic growth
Board again told Wilkes 

has lack of buildings, sites
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