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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

COVID-19 cases have been 
confirmed at two Wilkes 
County schools, said Wilkes 
School Superintendent Mark 
Byrd.

Mulber r y  E lementar y 

School on N.C. 18 North was 
closed Friday for additional 
cleaning as a result of a pos-
itive COVID-19 case, said 
Byrd that day, adding that it 
was the first Wilkes school 
closed due to the virus.

Byrd said Monday that he 

was aware of two people at 
North Wilkes High School 
in Hays testing positive for 
COVID-19, but added that 
school officials had no plans 
at that point to close North 
High. “However, that could 
change if additional cases 

arise. The parents of students 
directly impacted have been 
contacted,” Byrd said.

He added that  school 
of ficials were communicat-
ing with the Wilkes Health 
Depar tment about the two 
positive cases at North Wil-

kes High and additional 
cleaning had occurred at the 
school.

“ W h i l e  e v e r y  s i n g l e 
(COVID-19) case will not 
require us to close an entire 

COVID-19 confirmed at 2 Wilkes schools

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n -
demic  took away th is 
y e a r ’ s  B r u s h y  M o u n -
tain Apple Festival, but it 
also increased consumer 
demand for this favorite 
fruit of the Brushies.

R e c e n t  a u t u m n - l i k e 
weather intensified the incli-
nation to venture out on 
roads less traveled to apple 
houses and orchards in Wil-
kes and Alexander counties.

“People are tired of being 
shut in and want to get out 
and stretch their legs,” said 
orchardist Armit Tevepaugh 
of Vannoy Ridge Road in the 
Brushy Mountain commu-
nity.

“More people are can-
ning” and apples are a can-

ning favorite, Tevepaugh 
added. Demand for healthy 
food such as fresh, local 
fruit was already strong but 

he has seen it grow even 
stronger.

Tevepaugh said business 
has been better than usual 

for him since July. Like 
many local orchardists, his 
summer fruit sales are dom-
inated by peaches. He also 
of fers pick-your-own blue-
berries and blackberries.

Apple varieties on center 
stage now on the Brush-
ies include Gala, Jonagold, 
Empire, Ginger Gold, Paula 
Red, Sun Crisp, Blondee, 
red and golden delicious 
and Honey Crisp, a favorite. 
Fuji, Pink Lady and other 
varieties will be available 
soon.

Recent cool and clear 
weather also is enhanc-
ing the color and flavor of 
apples after weeks of above 
average rainfall.

The rain gauge at the 

Virus boosts demand for Brushy Mtn. apples

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Charles Olson helps his son, Kayden Olson, reach an apple Saturday at Perry Lowe Orchards’ pick-your-own operation on 
Moore Mountain Road in the Pores Knob community. The Olsons live in Hickory.

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard

Perry Lowe IV answers questions from pick-your-own cus-
tomers Saturday at Perry Lowe Orchards in the Pores Knob 
community. Lowe is manager of Perry Lowe Orchards and is 
part of his family’s sixth generation of apple growers.

BY STAFF REPORT

One man charged with mur-
der and another with attempt-
ed murder in unrelated cases 
were sentenced as part of plea 
agreements in a Wilkes Supe-
rior Court session held the 
second week of September.

Judge Richard Doughton 
of Sparta sentenced the two 
men.

BOOMER MURDER CASE

Thomas Yokum III, 46, 
of Boomer was sentenced 

t o  1 3 3 - 1 7 2 
months  (11 -
14 years) in 
pr i son  a f te r 
pleading guilty 
to second-de-
gree murder. 
Doughton gave 
Yokum credit 
for 692 days 
( n e a r l y  t w o 
years) already 

spent behind bars.
T h e  W i l k e s  S h e r i f f ’ s 

Office charged Yokum with 
murder for intentionally hit-
ting Michael Glenn Bentley 
twice with his Ford F-150 
pickup in the yard of Bent-
ley’s home at 3915 High 
Rock Road in Boomer on 
Oct. 18, 2018.

A sherif f ’s of fice spokes-
man said at the time that 
Yokum and Bentley knew 
each other and that the inci-
dent was domestic-related.

A deputy who responded 
to the incident said in his 
written report that Bentley 
and witnesses told them 
Bentley “had been run over 
by the male suspect.”

Yokum’s initial charge of 

Prison  
time given  
in murder, 
attempted 

murder cases

Thomas 

Yokum

BY MARTY MCGEE
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A Burlington-based compa-
ny has been hired to install a 
66-inch welded steel culvert 
underneath and along U.S. 
421 as par t of the replace-

ment of a dilapidated metal 
culvert system that caused 
sinkholes on the Taco Bell 
and Winkler Mill Shopping 
Center properties in western 
Wilkesboro.

The N.C. Depar tment of 

Transpor tation approved a 
$4.93 million bid from Trian-
gle Grading & Paving Inc. for 
the work earlier this month, 
said Wilkesboro Town Man-
ager Ken Noland. Work on 
this part of the project should 

start in the next few weeks, 
Noland added.

The new culver t being 
installed by Triangle will 
extend 420 feet along U.S. 
421 before it makes a right 
turn to go beneath U.S. 421 

for 460 feet to a culvert out-
let on the south side of U.S. 
421, said Kenny H. Heavner, 
DOT division contract engi-
neer. Heavner said it will be 

NCDOT awards contract for work addressing sinkholes
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