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The W ilkesboro Town 
Council on Monday night 
hired a Charlotte -based 
engineering firm to create a 
preliminary report on alter-
natives for increasing capac-
ity at the town’s Cub Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The terms with HDR Engi-
neering Inc. of the Carolinas 
call for the firm to complete 
the report in 180 days and be 
paid no more than $202,700. 
This could be reimbursed 
later if the town is approved 
for project financing through 

the state’s Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund Program.

Wilkesboro officials expect 
to spend over $15 million 
on upgrading the wastewa-

ter treatment plant to meet 
increased demand from the 
Tyson Foods Inc. chicken 
processing complex, said 
Town Manager Ken Noland.

The upgrades would dou-
ble the plant’s capacity, said 
Sam Call, the town’s director 
of public works.

David Saunders, HDR vice 
president and Winston-Sa-
lem office manager, said the 
first goal of the study is “to 
provide immediate relief to 
the flow exceedances that are 
occurring at the wastewater 
plant.” He said at least three 
wastewater processes will be 

identified and HDR will help 
pick one to pursue.

“Needless to say, we need 
to plan for our future, and I 
think we’re at a point where 
we have to do that now out of 
a sense of urgency,” said Wil-
kesboro Mayor Mike Inscore.

“And we need it yesterday, 
so we’re going to plow for-
ward real fast,” said Noland 
during a Wilkes Economic 
Development Corp. board 
meeting Friday.

Noland explained during 
the EDC meeting that the 
good news is that the Tyson 
complex “is running hot, but 

the bad news is that they are 
at their capacity and we are at 
our capacity” for wastewater 
treatment.

Noland said Wilkesboro 
of ficials already communi-
cated the town’s wastewater 
needs with state officials, who 
verbally communicated that 
gallons of wastewater treat-
ed at the town plant can be 
increased as much as town 
officials want, “but what we’re 
putting into the (Yadkin) 
River now is what we’ll be 
putting in later.”

Expansion planned at wastewater plant

BY JULE HUBBARD                                
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Flooding and other storm 
water-related problems in the 
Wilkesboros are worsening, say 
local business and government 
officials.

Aging drainage systems and 
increasing severity and frequency 
of heavy rain have been cited in 
local discussions of these issues.

Recent heavy rain events 
caused storm water flooding at 
the Tyson Foods Inc. chicken pro-
cessing complex and at least one 
new sinkhole in Wilkesboro, said 
Wilkesboro Town Manager Ken 
Noland during the Wilkes Eco-
nomic Development Corp. board 
meeting Friday.

“Tyson had to shut down their 
plant three times in the last month 
over flooding into their facility, pri-
marily because of a worn out and 

inadequate storm drain system on 
Main Street” and storm water vol-
ume exceeding its capacity, said 
Noland.

“We’re working with Tyson to 
see if we can’t help them manage 
this right now…. The state really 
doesn’t have the ability to go out 
and do storm water work right 
now. Their hands have been tied 
to not spend on anything.”

Storm water unable to drain 
off during heavy rain events has 
flooded the portion of River Street 
in front of the Tyson Foods pro-
cessing complex in the recent 
past. Motorists attempting to 
drive through it have had to be 
rescued by emergency personnel 
when their vehicles stalled out.

WILKESBORO’S SINKHOLES

Also at the EDC board meeting, 
Noland gave an update on plans 

for repairing a sinkhole that has 
received extensive publicity and 
announced the recent appearance 
of a large sinkhole on another end 
of town. Both are the result of col-
lapsed culverts unable to carry 
storm water.

He said the N.C. Department 
of Transpor tation is accepting 
bids for the state’s portion of a 
new storm water culvert system 
planned to address sinkholes on 
and near the Taco Bell restaurant 
proper ty at the intersection of 
U.S. 421 and Winkler Mill Road.

Noland said that if the DOT 
receives a bid within budget, the 
state could approve a contract 
within 30 days. “We just hope we 
can get all that work done within a 
year or so.”

Division 11 Engineer Mike Pet-
tyjohn said recently that after bids 
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A 9.11-mile walk and run through North 
Wilkesboro and Wilkesboro Friday morn-
ing honored victims of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks on the United States.

North Wilkesboro-based Window World 
organized and hosted Team Red, White 
& Blue’s 9/11 Moving Tribute through 
the Wilkesboros. Dozens of people ran or 
walked on all or part of the route, which 
began with a ceremony at the Window 
World corporate office parking lot on Shav-
er Street.

BY JULE HUBBARD

Some of the challenges of the combi-
nation of learning remotely and in class-
rooms, underway in the Wilkes County 
Schools since Sept. 8, were raised during 
the Wilkes Board of Education meeting 
Monday night.

Dr. Donna Cotton, director of instruction 
for the Wilkes schools, reviewed expecta-
tions of teachers and students under this 
learning plan (Plan B), which the school 
system has used since Sept. 8.

The majority of Wilkes students are 
engaged in Plan B, which means alternat-
ing between learning in classrooms and 
remotely at home each school day. About 
25% of the students opted to work remotely 
each day for the first nine weeks.

Cotton said attendance expectations are 
the same for students each day. If teachers 
don’t hear from a student for three days, 
someone from the school system will go 
check on the child.

School board member Sharron Huf f-
man asked Cotton how a teacher knows 

Town officials face worsening 
storm water-related problems

Staff Photo — Marty McGee

The Town of Wilkesboro has a new sinkhole to address. This scene is along School Street, near the Wilkesboro 
Civic Center (in upper right).

Event helps 
keep inspiration 
from 9/11 alive

Challenges  
of learning in 
a pandemic 
addressed
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