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After increasing by six from Sept. 
28 to Sept. 29 and by one on Tues-
day, Wilkes County had 167 confirmed 
COVID-19-related deaths as of Tues-
day.

The increase from 160 to 166 was 

the largest one-day jump in reported 
deaths from the virus since the pan-
demic began. Thirty-three such deaths 
were reported in Wilkes in September, 
the most here in a single month.

Wilkes Health Department Director 
Rachel Willard said the seven most 
recent deaths were people ranging in 

age from their 20s to their 60s and all 
occurring at Wilkes Medical Center 
or at hospitals outside of Wilkes. This 
reflected a statewide and nationwide 
trend of younger people dying from 
COVID-19.

There are reports of the virus claim-
ing the lives of multiple members of 
the same households in Wilkes.

According to a New York Times 
webs i te ,  W i lkes  ranked 35th 

among the state’s 100 counties in 
COVID-19-related deaths per 100,000 
people since the pandemic began as of 
Monday.

Alexander County ranked 13th and 
Surry County ranked 17th in these 
deaths per 100,000 people. Rankings 
for other adjoining counties were Cald-
well, 26th, Yadkin, 29th; Iredell, 30th; 

7 more deaths bring total to 167
Larger booster turnout expected with Moderna 
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Tommy Rhodes, a 25-year 
veteran of the Wilkesboro 
Police Depar tment,  was 
sworn in Friday as the town’s 
interim police chief.

“I just want to thank every-
body—my family, my daddy 
(retired North Wilkesboro 
Police Chief Randy Rhodes),” 
said Rhodes during the cer-
emony at town hall. “It’s a 
big step but we’ve got a great 
group of people (in the depart-
ment) and a great town.”

Rhodes had ser ved as 
the department’s major, or 
second-in-command, since 
July 13, when Craig Garris 
announced his retirement as 
police chief. Garris officially 
retired Friday.

“This town’s always been 
good to me and my family,” 
Rhodes continued. “I love 
every one of you and I look 
forward to being able to lead 
this agency and take us to new 
levels, I hope.”

Rhodes began his law 
enforcement career in Wil-
kesboro as a patrol officer in 
1996. He later served as patrol 
sergeant, Wilkes Sheriff’s dep-
uty, school resource officer, 
Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation officer, captain of the 
criminal investigations divi-
sions and captain of the patrol 
division.

Garris ser ved as chief 
since December 2015, replac-
ing Robert Bowlin when he 
retired. Garris spent almost 
32 years in law enforcement 

in Wilkesboro and North Wil-
kesboro.

“Chief Garris has truly laid 
down a good foundation for 
us,” noted Rhodes. “We are, in 
my opinion, a very well-oiled 
machine and we’ll keep roll-
ing.”

Garris commented on Fri-
day: “I am fully confident that 
Chief Rhodes will make the 
department better and better 
each day. It has been a won-
derful six years (serving as 
chief)—you’re not just my 
coworkers; you’re my friends. 
I’m looking forward now to 
Chief Rhodes’ future.”

Wilkesboro Town Manager 
Ken Noland said there are no 
immediate plans to advertise 
the position of police chief or 
consider anyone else besides 
Rhodes.

Rhodes is interim 
Wilkesboro police chief

Staff Photo — Marty McGee

Tommy Rhodes is sworn in Fri-
day as interim Wilkesboro 
police chief by Wilkesboro 
Mayor Mike Inscore.

Wilkesboro hosts state tourney

Doug McKenzie of Mooresville 
competes in the 2021 N.C. State 
Horseshoe Pitching Champion-
ships, held Saturday at Lowe’s 
Park at River’s Edge in Wilkes-
boro. Over 50 people competed, 
using the park’s 24 horseshoe 
pits. More photos on PAGE A10.

Staff Photo — Jule Hubbard
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Longtime Wilkes Relay for Life volunteer 
Annette Battle’s dream is that the money 
she helps raise for the American Cancer 
Society will result in treatments that don’t 
adversely impact healthy body parts.

This money funds research such as 
efforts to develop drugs that only kill can-
cerous cells or cause the body’s immune 
system to attack those specific cells.

Battle knows too well from personal expe-

rience the difficult side effects of cancer 
treatment, as well as the importance of 
early detection of cancer.

Battle, two of her sisters and a daughter-
in-law are breast cancer survivors. She lost 
a sister to breast cancer in August and her 
husband to brain cancer in 2013.

Battle has a son, now 47, who survived 
childhood leukemia while in middle school.

Battle described her son’s dif ficult 

BY STAFF REPORT

The annual Wilkes Relay 
for Life Celebration is from 
6-9 p.m. Friday at the North 
Wilkesboro Rotar y Club’s 
Worth Tomlinson Park, adja-
cent to West Park in North 
Wilkesboro.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this year’s event was 
modified by allowing Relay 
for Life fundraising teams and 
other participants to remain 
in vehicles in a designated 
“relay drive-in area” in the 
parking lot and still hear and 
see the celebration.

Teams can also set up 
booths for selling food and 
other fundraising activities as 
normal, but booths will be at 
least six feet apart.

The dozen or so Wilkes 
Relay for Life teams will be 
joined by a few Ashe County 
Relay for Life teams this year 
due to cancellation of their 
celebration, said Wilkes Relay 
for Life spokesman Jennifer 
Royall.

Last year’s Wilkes cele-
bration was canceled due to 

Annual Wilkes Relay for Life Celebration set for Friday

Cancer survivor: Early detection is key
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