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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

One-stop, early voting, 
when eligible people can reg-
ister to vote and then vote 
at the same time and place, 
starts Thursday and contin-
ues through Oct. 31 in Wilkes 
County and across the state.

In Wilkes County, early vot-
ing is available Thursday to 
Oct. 31 from:

• 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on 
weekdays;

• 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 17, and Saturday, Oct. 24

• 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 31.

TWO ONE-STOP,  
EARLY SITES

Unlike Election Day (Nov. 
3), when registered voters 
must vote at their assigned 

precincts, there are two des-
ignated sites for one-stop, 
early voting in Wilkes. Larger 
counties have more sites.

The two sites in Wilkes are 
the Wilkesboro Civic Center 
at 1241 School Street in Wil-
kesboro and the Edwin H. 
McGee Natural Resources 
Center at 928 Fairplains Road, 
North Wilkesboro. Direction-
al signs will be up on School 

Street and Fairplains Road.
To reach the W ilkes -

boro Civic Center, turn onto 
School Street from N.C. 268 
West (River Street) and look 
for it on the left after about a 
half mile. It’s just before Wil-
kesboro Elementary School 
and a short distance beyond 
the N.C. Driver’s License 
Examiner office.

The Edwin H. McGee Nat-

ural Resources Center can be 
reached from N.C. 268 East 
or N.C. 18 North. From N.C. 
18 North, turn east onto Fair-
plains Road a little less than a 
mile and the McGee Center 
will be on the right.

To reach the McGee Cen-
ter from N.C. 268 East, turn 
north on Fairplains Road just 

Early voting starts Thursday at two sites

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

Nine out of the 13 Wilkes 
County elementary school prin-
cipals surveyed favored allow-
ing their students to return 
to full-time in-person learning 
when the second grading peri-
od starts Oct. 20, said Wilkes 
School Superintendent Mark 
Byrd.

“I have to add that the other 
four (elementary school princi-
pals) said they would prefer to 
have students today” in full-time 
in-person learning, added Byrd, 
speaking at the Wilkes Board of 
Education meeting on Oct. 5.

Byrd said that after consult-
ing with elementar y school 
(grades K-5) principals and Wil-
kes Health Director Rachel Wil-
lard, Wilkes school administra-
tion recommended switching all 
elementary schools to full-time 
in-person learning (Plan A) on 
Oct. 20.

He said Willard told him that 
she feels very good about the 
return to full-time in-person 
learning in the elementar y 
schools.

Byrd said Tuesday that Wil-
kes school of ficials are excit-
ed about the return to full-time 
in-person learning in the ele-
mentary schools and empha-
sized that “we are doing every-
thing we possibly can to ensure 
their safety and that of our staff 
on a daily basis. That is always 
our number one priority.”

Plans for K-5 
full-time 
in-person 

learning told

BY MARTY MCGEE
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A civil rights lawsuit filed 
Tuesday seeks a cour t 
order requiring the Town 
of North Wilkesboro and 
its zoning board of adjust-
ment to allow the Catherine 
Barber Homeless Shelter to 
operate in a building at 106 
Elkin Highway (N.C. 268 
East).

The suit says the zon-
ing board’s Aug. 29 deci-
sion denying a conditional 
use permit needed for the 

homeless shelter to operate 
at 106 Elkin Highway was 
unconstitutional, irrational, 
arbitrary and capricious. It 
seeks a court order requir-
ing issuance of the permit.

Arlington, Va.-based Insti-
tute for Justice, a nonprof-
it legal firm representing 
the Barber shelter board 
at no charge, filed the suit 
against the town and its 
zoning board in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Statesville. 
The zoning board voted 
to deny the Barber shelter 

board’s application for the 
permit after holding a qua-
si-judicial hearing on the 
request that night.

Dr. Christopher E. Rob-
erts and his wife, Timberli 
W. Roberts, own the build-
ing at 106 Elkin Highway, 
which is just east of the 
N.C. 268/N.C. 18 intersec-
tion and just west of the 
N.C. 268/Flint Hill Road 
intersection. His dental 
practice, Brushy Mountain 
Dental, was there before 
i t  was moved to West 

Park Medical Park, North 
Wilkesboro. The couple 
of fered the 3,224-square-
foot, two-story building for 
free to the shelter board.

A press release issued 
by Town Manager Wil-
son Hooper Thursday said 
Mayor Robert Johnson and 
Board of Adjustment Chair-
man Lisa Casey received a 
summons and complaint for 
the suit Wednesday. Hoop-
er’s release said town staff 

Court order allowing homeless 
shelter in N.C. 268 building sought

Photo courtesy of Institute for Justice

Catherine Barber Memorial Homeless Shelter board members, from left, are Dan Huffman, Elizabeth Huffman, Lindsey 
Gardner, Fran Harvey, Jennifer Ledford, Bud Smith and Mary Smith. They’re standing in front of the building at 106 Elkin 
Highway where they want to operate a new homeless shelter. Smith is holding a letter from the Town of North Wilkesboro 
denying the conditional use permit needed for the homeless shelter to operate there.

BY MARTY MCGEE
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North Wilkesboro commis-
sioners approved the imme-
diate sale of 10 town-owned 
surplus properties—exclud-
ing another that the town mis-
takenly “sold” to a resident 
about five years ago—during 
the board’s regular monthly 
meeting at the Stone Center 
on Oct. 6.

The 0.10-acre parking lot at 
the corner of Hinshaw and 
Elizabeth streets, across from 
the Black Cat Station model 
railroad center (the old Wil-
kes Art Gallery) was identi-
fied as one of the parcels up 
for sale, with the caveat that 
it was subject to a “possible 
‘adverse possession’ claim.”

The term adverse posses-
sion refers to a legal principle 

that allows trespassers who 
openly inhabit and improve 
an other wise abandoned 
piece of property to gain title 
to that property after certain 
conditions are met.

Adverse possession is 
often referred to as “squat-
ter’s rights” and, under North 
Carolina law, an individual is 
required to occupy an other-
wise neglected property pub-

licly for at least 20 years, or 
seven years with “color of title” 
(meaning the party has reason 
to believe they have the right 
to possess the property).

Jimmy Foster, 85, has a 
home adjacent to the parking 
lot, at 1223 Hinshaw Street. 
He said during the public 
comments por tion of the 
meeting that his family has 
taken care of the parking lot 

for 107 years.
Foster said he signed a 

contract with the town and 
thought he had bought the 
proper ty for $615 in 2015 
or 2016, but the town later 
returned the check and told 
him the parcel was actually 
owned by the North Wilkes-
boro Housing Authority.

Resident asks town to deed property, citing ‘squatter’s rights’
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