
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 www.journalpatriot.com

Blazing the trail of progress in the State of Wilkes for over 114 years 28 pages • 50 cents

Journal-Patriot
Wilkes

P u b l i s h e d  W e d n e s d a y  •  N o r t h  W i l k e s b o r o ,  N . C .  V o l u m e  114 ,  N o .  6 6  •  U S P S  2 8 5 -7 0 0

GREENE’S HAT TRICK LIFTS WEST TO 4-0 WIN PAGE B1 AUTHOR VISITS WILKESBORO ELEMENTARY PAGE A11

TODAY

Partly sunny

High, 82 | Low, 59
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Showers likely

High, 69 | Low, 44 
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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) reported that 21.7% 
(14,857 people) of Wilkes 
residents were fully vacci-
nated for COVID-19 as of 
Monday.

That’s up from 20.5% 
a week earlier on April 19 
and 17.6% two weeks ear-
lier on April 12. Wilkes 
Health Department Direc-
tor Rachel Willard said she 
believes the lack of inter-
est in being vaccinated for 
COVID-19 in Wilkes reflects 

an attitude prevalent in 
many rural counties.

Wilkes County’s COVID-
19 vaccination rate contin-
ues to be one of the lowest 
among counties statewide. 
Iredell was the only adjoin-
ing county with a lower rate 
on Monday at 20.3%. Watau-
ga had the highest rate 
among adjoining counties at 
32.1%, followed by Allegha-
ny at 29.8%.

Ruther ford County had 

the lowest rate in western 
Nor th Carolina Monday 
at 19.6%. Several eastern 
Nor th Carolina counties 
had rates in the teens. Hoke 
County had the lowest in 
the state, with only 12% of 
its residents fully vaccinat-
ed.

DHHS reported that 38.1% 
of North Carolina residents 
were fully vaccinated as of 

Wilkes vaccination rate 
among lowest in N.C.
Drive-thru first dose clinics  

back at health department building

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The Wilkes County commissioners 
approved disbursing $5.16 million in 
unanticipated additional sales tax reve-
nue during their April 20 meeting.

The funds exceed what county gov-
ernment was expected to get by the 
end of February, based on revised fis-

cal 2020-21 sales tax revenue projec-
tions. Sales tax revenue received from 
the state is always two months behind, 
so the county’s total beyond February 
isn’t known yet. The fiscal year ends 
June 30.

The commissioners unanimously 
approved a budget amendment dis-
bursing the $5.16 million on April 20, 
which Wilkes County Finance Direc-
tor Chris Huffman said brought sales 
tax revenue as of the end of February 
in line with the amount budgeted.

Under  the  appr oved budget 

amendment, $275,000 goes for the 
county’s purchase of three acres from 
Oakwoods Properties LLC, with Brett 
Cothren as member-manager. The 
graded parcel is at the intersection 
of Courthouse Drive Extension and 
Executive Drive in Wilkesboro, adjoin-
ing the county-owned Wilkes Agricul-
tural Center parcel. Nothing was said 
about plans for the land when the pur-
chase was unanimously approved ear-
lier in the meeting. County Manager 

$5.16M in sales tax receipts disbursed
County buys land, funds 

WCC initiative, more
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The county commissioners approved buying three acres at the end of Courthouse Drive Extension in Wilkesboro without pub-
licly stating plans for the land. County Manager John Yates only wished to say it’s for a county government building. Earlier 
comments from commissioners indicate it’s the proposed site of a new Wilkes County Office Building.

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

A Wilkesboro man awaiting trial 
in Wilkes Superior Court on 46 fel-
ony sex crimes involving juveniles 
was found guilty of related child 
pornography charges in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Statesville Thursday.

A jur y found Michael Scott 
Hoover, 50, guilty of two counts of 

production and one count of pos-
session of child pornography. U.S. 
District Judge Kenneth D. Bell 
presided over the two-day trial.

A sentencing date hasn’t been 
set, but production of child por-
nography carries a mandator y 
sentence of 15 to 30 years in pris-
on per count and a $250,000 fine. 
Possession of child porn carries a 

maximum sentence of 10 years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. Hoover 
is in federal custody at the Meck-
lenburg County Jail in Charlotte 
as he awaits sentencing in federal 
court.

According to court documents 
and evidence and witnesses in 
the trial, Hoover produced child 
pornography on two occasions 

between June 2018 and August 
2019, by using two minors to 
engage in sexually explicit con-
duct and recorded it on his work 
cell phone.

A witness testified that an inter-
nal investigation by Wells Fargo, 
Hoover’s employer at the time, 

Man to be tried here for sex crimes convicted in U.S. Court

Michael  

Scott Hoover

BY STAFF REPORT

The Oakwoods Road bridge 
over Cub Creek in Wilkes-
boro could remain closed 
for about three more weeks 
or reopen in about a week, 
depending on what N.C. 
Depar tment of Transpor-
tation engineers in Raleigh 
decide.

Reopening the bridge by 
the end of next week is possi-
ble if engineers decide some 
of the transverse steel cables 
holding the bridge deck’s 
12 precast slabs of concrete 
tightly together need to be 
replaced but not the concrete 
slabs, said Andrew Glasco, 
transportation supervisor II 
in bridge maintenance for the 
DOT’s Wilkes and Caldwell 
county districts.

He said this would likely 
mean replacing three of these 
steel cables, which run hori-
zontally through the concrete 
slabs. Exposed steel hard-
ware placed on ends of these 
three cables became deterio-
rated to the point where the 
hardware no longer main-
tained cable tension.

Glasco said having to 
replace some of the 12 con-
crete slabs, likely two to four 
of them, would be a consider-
ably bigger job requiring use 
of a crane and dismantling 
more of the current bridge 
structure.

Deteriorat ion of  some 
of the concrete slabs is vis-
ible on the underside of 
the bridge. Glasco said salt 
placed on the road surface to 
melt winter ice is a key cause 
of the deterioration.

Engineers studying reports 
on the bridge from DOT 
bridge inspectors to deter-
mine what repairs are need-
ed are with the DOT’s Struc-
tures Management Unit.

The bridge was closed to 
traf fic about 1:30 p.m. April 
15 “out of an abundance of 
caution” after an inspection 
earlier in the day revealed 

Bridge 
could be 
closed 1 

or 3 more 
weeks
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