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High, 54 | Low, 30 
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BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

By a 3-2 vote Monday night, 
the Wilkes Board of Edu-
cation approved continuing 

a mask mandate in place in 
schools since Aug. 31 at least 
through the end of Novem-
ber.

School board member Joan 

Caudill made the motion to 
extend the mandate a third 
month. Kirk Walker second-
ed this and Vice Chairman 
Sharron Hamby joined Walk-
er and Caudill in voting for 
the motion.

Voting against the motion 
were Hardin Kennedy and 
Chairman Rudy Holbrook, as 
they did when the mandate 

was continued on Oct. 4. Ken-
nedy participated in the meet-
ing Monday by Zoom, stating 
that he had tested positive for 
COVID-19.

During the meeting, Wilkes 
Health Department Director 
Rachel Willard recommended 
continuing the mask mandate 
for at least a month.

Willard said this was in 

consideration of K-6 students 
(children ages 5-11) not yet 
being eligible for COVID-19 
shots. She said they will likely 
be eligible within a week so 
keeping the mandate is fair 
for their sake.

She also said that despite 
impr ovement  in  r ecent 

School mask mandate renewed
Willard: COVID-19 metrics 

need to improve more

BY STAFF REPORT

A new report lists North Wil-
kesboro with the 10th widest 
gap between high income and 
low income households among 
50 municipalities with the larg-
est income gaps out of 7,632 
nationwide with populations 
between 1,000 and 25,000.

Boone is listed with the fifth 
widest gap. All but one of the 
top 10 are in Southern states, 
including the two in Nor th 
Carolina. Others in the top 
10 are Lake Providence, La., 
first; Quitman, Ga., second; 
Crystal River, Fla., third; Liv-
ingston, Ala., fourth; Stanford, 
Calif., sixth; Pikeville, Ky., sev-
enth; Mullins, S.C., eighth; and 
Greenwood, Miss., ninth.

The repor t was written by 
Samuel Stebbins of 24/7 Wall 
St., LLC., a Delaware corpora-
tion with a financial news and 
opinion company. 24/7 Wall St., 
LLC did a separate ranking for 
metro areas.

Using data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau’s 2019 American 
Community Survey, 24/7 Wall 
St., LLC ranked municipalities 
by their Gini coefficient. This 
is a measure of the distribution 
of income across a population 
developed by Italian statistician 

North 
Wilkesboro 
ranks high 
in income 
disparity

BY JULE HUBBARD
WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT

Two Caldwell County res-
idents were arrested in con-
nection with a man’s death 
from an apparent gunshot 
in the Ferguson community 
Friday morning, said Wil-
kes Sheriff Chris Shew.

S h e w  s a i d  T h o m a s 
Leslie Ferguson, 54, was 
deceased when Wilkes 
Sherif f ’s Of fice deputies 
found him in a single wide 
mobile home at 14772 
Highway 268.

Shew said deputies were 
dispatched in response to a 

report of a DOA (dead on 
arrival) case at the Fergu-
son address, 
which is just 
west of the 
N . C .  2 6 8 
bridge over 
E lk  Cr eek 
and near the 
Wilkes-Cald-
well line.

Shew said 
Ferguson’s 
address was listed as 4508 
Ferguson Lane, Lenoir 
(Yadkin Valley communi-
ty), but he apparently had 
been staying where he was 

found deceased.
In connection with Fergu-

son’s death, 
said Shew, 
t h e  s h e r -
i f f ’s  of f ice 
c h a r g e d 
Chasity Starr 
D a v i s ,  3 5 , 
with murder 
and William 
Hayes Cof-
fey, 54, with 

accessory after the fact of 
murder. Davis lives at 2928 
Barlowe Place, Lenoir, and 
Cof fey at 6049 Laytown 
Road, Lenoir.

Shew said Davis also is 
charged with larceny of 
a motor vehicle in con-
nection with the theft of 
Ferguson’s Chr ysler PT 
Cruiser from outside the 
mobile home where he 
was found deceased.

He said Davis was locat-
ed later Friday morning 
while walking along N.C. 
268,  near where depu-
t ies  found Ferguson’s 
car along the highway, 
and taken to the sherif f ’s 
office for questioning.

2 charged in connection with man’s death

Photo courtesy of Wilkes Sheriff Chris Shew

Thomas Leslie Ferguson was found deceased in this mobile home on the west side of Elk Creek in Ferguson. Nancy Graybeal, 
Wilkes Sheriff’s Office chief of detectives, is in the foreground Friday morning.

Chasity 
Starr Davis

William 
Hayes Coffey

BY STAFF REPORT

The Appalachian State Univer-
sity Police Department (APD) has 
charged an Appalachian 
employee who lives in Wilkes 
County with secret peeping.

The APD secured a war-
rant for the arrest of Jerr y 
Alan McGlamery, 49, of Lau-
relwood Drive, Wilkesboro, 
for this misdemeanor offense 
after his mobile phone was 
seized, according to a state-
ment from the university.

The Wilkes County Sheriff’s Office 
ser ved the warrant in Wilkes and 

McGlamery was taken into custody 
on Oct. 22.

According to  the s tatement , 
McGlamer y works for ASU 
as a faci l i t ies operat ions 
employee  and  has  been 
p laced  on  inves t iga tor y 
leave as the APD investiga-
tion continues. “He has not 
worked on campus since 
Oct. 15, and is not permit-
ted to return to campus,” the 
statement said.

McGlamer y was charged 
as a result of an investigation by 
the APD after it received a report 

of a mobile phone being in a vent 
of a third-floor bathroom in Eggers 
Residence Hall on Oct. 15. Eggers 
is an all-female dormitory.

The warrant charging McGlam-
ery said he peeped into a women’s 
shower room from an access point 
in the janitor’s closet on the third 
floor of Eggers. His next court date 
is Nov. 30 in Boone.

“By the morning of Oct. 16, the 
entire ventilation system in the 
building was inspected. That same 
day, additional physical and opera-
tional measures were put in place 
to ensure there is no access to any 

bathroom vents,” the university 
stated.

“A team of university representa-
tives, including staf f from Univer-
sity Housing, APD, the university’s 
counseling center, and the Of fice 
of the Dean of Students met with 
resident assistants and residents of 
Eggers Hall to provide information 
about the incident and of fer sup-
port and resources.”

According to the statement, the 
investigation is ongoing and anyone 
with information is encouraged to 
contact the APD at 828-262-8000 or 
at police@appstate.edu.

ASU employee from Wilkes charged with secret peeping

Jerry Alan 
McGlamery
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