
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 www.journalpatriot.com

Blazing the trail of progress in the State of Wilkes for over 114 years 26 pages • 50 cents

Journal-Patriot
Wilkes

P u b l i s h e d  W e d n e s d a y  •  N o r t h  W i l k e s b o r o ,  N . C .  V o l u m e  114 ,  N o .  81  •  U S P S  2 8 5 -7 0 0

3 NEW ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS ANNOUNCED PAGE A5 TWO CATFISH STATE RECORDS BROKEN PAGE B1

Wednesday

Chance of showers

High, 91 | Low, 67

Thursday

Chance of T-storms

High, 92 | Low, 68 

Friday

Chance of T-storms

High, 92 | Low, 67 

Classifieds �������B5-7

Comics ������������������C8

Editorials ������������� A4

Farm �����������������������C3

Faith �����������������������C6

Living ���������������������C1

Obituaries �������A6-8

Sports ��������������������B1

Wilkes Living ������C5

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

01Csunny.eps 02Cmsunn.eps 03Cpsunn.eps 04Cintcl.eps 05Chazsu.eps 06Cmscld.eps 07Ccloud.eps 08Cdrear.eps

11Cfog.eps 12Cshowr.eps 13Cmcshw.eps 14Cpsshw.eps 15Ctstor.eps 16Cmtstr.eps 17Cpstsr.eps 18Crain.eps

19C urr.eps 20Cmcldf.eps 21Cpsunf.eps 22Csnow.eps 23Cmcsno.eps 24Cice.eps 25Csleet.eps 26Cfrzra.eps

29Cransn.eps 30Chot.eps 31Ccold.eps 32Cwindy.eps

33Cclear.eps 34Cmclea.eps 35Cpcldy.eps 36Cintcl.eps 37Chazy.eps 38Cmcldy.eps 39Cpcshw.eps 40Cmcshw.eps

41Cpctst.eps 42Cmctst.eps 43Cmc r.eps 44Cmcsno.eps 60CFg_Su.eps 61CRa_Su.eps 62CSu_ts.eps

PC Color TV
Daytime icons

Night time icons

BY JULE HUBBARD

WILKES JOURNAL-PATRIOT STAFF

The COVID-19 pandemic 
caused a larger percentage 
increase in homeschooling 
statewide than in Wilkes 
County, according to data 
from the N.C. Department of 
Public Administration.

The number  of  home 
schools grew from 94,863 in 
the 2019-20 school year to 
112,614 in 2020-21, an 18.7% 
increase.  Home schools 

in W ilkes County alone 
increased by 15%, from 1,046 
in 2019-20 to 1,207 in 2020-21.

The states estimated that 
the number of home-schooled 
students statewide rose from 
149,173 in 2019-20 to 179,900 
in 2020-21, a 20.5% increase. 
The  number  o f  home -
schooled students increased 
about 19.94% in Wilkes only, 
from 1,559 in 2019-20 to 1,870 
in 2020-21

Enrollment in home schools 

isn’t exact because the state 
doesn’t necessarily receive 
accurate information, or any 
information, on the number of 
students in a home school.

Between 2016 and 2021, the 
number of home schools grew 
by 39% statewide and the num-
ber of students grew by 41%. 
The number of home schools 
increased from 784 in 2015-16 
to 1,207 in 2021-21 in Wilkes, 
a 64% increase. There were 
an estimated 1,195 home-

schooled students in Wilkes in 
2015-16 and 1,870 in 2020-21, 
also a 56% increase.

With the 179,900 estimate 
of home school enrollment 
in 2020-21, home schools are 
now the second most popu-
lar choice for education in the 
state after traditional public 
schools.

The public schools’ share 
of students statewide and in 
Wilkes has been dropping for 
years. Every year from 2016-

17 to 2019-20, the number 
of students served has been 
going down.

The N.C.  Div is ion  o f 
Non-Public Education puts 
enrollment in private schools 
at 107,341 for this school 
year,  an  increase  f rom 
103,959 the year before. 

The Wilkes County Schools 
offers home school students 

Homeschooling increases during pandemic

BY STAFF REPORT

Tyson Foods Inc., Wilkes County’s 
largest employer, announced Aug. 3 
that nearly all of its employees must 
be fully vaccinated by Nov. 1.

Tyson employees who are mem-
bers of a union will be subject to the 
results of union bargaining on this 
issue, the company stated. Excep-
tions for medical or religious rea-
sons will be considered.

Employees who are officers or in 
higher positions must be vaccinated 
by Sept. 24; other people working in 
offices by Oct. 1; all other employees 
by Nov. 1; and all new hires prior to 
starting work, Tyson announced.

The company said that upon ver-
ification in the Tyson Vaccination 
Verification Program, employees will 
receive $200 for being fully vaccinat-
ed. For employees who are members 
of unions, this is subject to ongoing 
discussions with unions.

This is an expansion of the compa-
ny’s existing policy of compensating 
workers for up to four hours of reg-
ular pay if they’re vaccinated outside 
of their normal shift or through an 
external source.

Tyson said almost half of its U.S. 
workforce has been vaccinated and 
coronavirus infection rates among 
employees remain low. Tyson has a 
workforce of about 2,300 people in 
Wilkes County, mostly at the compa-
ny’s chicken processing complex in 
Wilkesboro.

Donnie King, Tyson president 
and CEO, stated, “We did not take 
this decision lightly. We have spent 
months encouraging our team mem-
bers to get vaccinated…. We take 
this step today because nothing is 
more important than our team mem-
bers’ health and safety, and we thank 
them for the work they do, every 
day, to help us feed this country, and 
our world.”

King said new variants of COVID-
19 are more contagious, more deadly 
and responsible for most cases in 
America today.

“In some communities, doctors 
and hospitals are once again over-
whelmed, while the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention is 
reporting nearly all hospitalizations 
and deaths in the U.S. are among 

Tyson makes 
vaccination 
mandatory 

for employees
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The N.C. Local Gover nment 
Commission (LGC) on Aug. 3 
unanimously passed a resolution 
requiring the Town of Wilkesboro 
to hire additional help in submit-
ting delinquent financial audit 
reports for 2019 and 2020.

The resolution requires that 
the town “hire additional outside 
entity or entities, within 30 days 
of (Aug. 3), to assist the town in 
preparing its books and financial 
statements for audit.”

It fur ther compels the town to 

“take whatever steps need to be 
taken to complete the outstanding 
audits as soon as possible.”

The town must present the 
“expected and realistic timeline 
for completion of the 2019 and 
2020 audits, as well as the 2021 
audit which will be due Oct. 21” at 
the LGC’s next meeting on Sept. 
14.

Failure to comply with the reso-
lution “may result in the enforce-
ment of North Carolina G.S. 159-
181©, under which the (LGC) 
may assume control of the Town’s 
financial affairs.”

During the LGC’s meeting Aug. 
3, held remotely via Zoom, State 
Auditor Beth Wood asked LGC 
Secretar y Sharon Edmundson to 
define the issues that led to Wil-
kesboro’s delinquent audits.

“There were issues with their 
books not being ready in 2018,” 
she said. The town submitted its 
2018 audit on Dec. 1, 2020, more 
than two years after its due date, 
according to the LGC, which has 
fiscal responsibility oversight of 
local governments.

LGC reprimands Wilkesboro for late audits
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A  r a p i d  r i s e  i n 
COVID-19 cases in Wil-
kes County is continu-
ing, with 195 new cases 
confirmed here from 
Friday to Monday.

The W ilkes Coun-
ty Health Depar tment 
repor ted that  as of 
Monday, 7,488 Wilkes 
residents had tested 
positive for the virus 
s ince the pandemic 
began in March 2020.

Those included 314 
currently active cases, 
the most  s ince the 
h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t 
started reporting active 
cases in early February.

Ten of  these  314 
Wilkes residents with 
COVID-19 were in hos-
pitals, the most report-
ed by the health depart-
ment as hospitalized 
since 23 in early March.

S igns  announcing 
closures and reduced 
hours on doors of gov-
er nment of fices and 
n o n p r o f i t  a g e n c i e s 
in Wilkes graphical-
ly reflect the surge in 
COVID-19 cases here.

Hand-written signs 
on doors of the Wil-
kes Register of Deeds 
of fice in the Wilkes 
County  Cour thouse 
last week stated, “Due 
to  COVID,  we  a r e 

Closures affirm COVID-19 surge
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Signs on Wilkes Register of Deeds doors at Wilkes County Courthouse told people to be 
ready to wait due to a COVID-19-related reduction in staff.SEE SURGE/PAGE A3

SEE AUDITS/PAGE A2 SEE TYSON/PAGE A2

SEE HOMESCHOOLING/ 

PAGE A2


