
Winston-Salem Journal  

Since 1897

©2018 Winston-Salem Journal   121st year, No. 326  

Local News A

Lotteries A2

SAM A2

Editorials A8

Business A9

Nation/World B 

Obits B5

Comics B7, B8

Puzzles B7

Bridge B8

Sports D

Classifi ed D5-D8

Fog this morning

High 75, Low 58
More, D8 

‘MY HOME IS IN 
HEAVEN. I’M JUST 

PASSING THROUGH 
THIS WORLD.’

Billy Graham: 1918-2018

THURSDAY www.journalnow.com   February 22, 2018  $1.00   

Sexton: School shooting 
revives grief, 
law concerns for 

local man / A4

Music provides common 
ground for duo born close 
to 60 years apart / relish

Wake Forest pulls away to beat Pitt 63-57 / D1

‘America’s Pastor’ 
has died at 99

BY RACHEL ZOLL AND JONATHAN 

DREW

The Associated Press

MONTREAT — The Rev. Billy 
Graham, the magnetic, movie-
star-handsome preacher who 
became a singular force in post-
war American religious life, a 
confidant of presidents and 
the most widely heard Chris-
tian evangelist in history, died 
Wednesday at 99.

“America’s Pastor,” as he was 
dubbed, had suffered from can-
cer, pneumonia and other ail-
ments and died at his home in 
North Carolina.

More than anyone else, Gra-
ham built evangelicalism into 
a force that rivaled liberal Prot-
estantism and Roman Catholi-
cism in the U.S. His leadership 
summits and crusades in more 
than 185 countries and territo-
ries forged powerful global links 
among conservative Christians 
and threw a lifeline to believers 
in the communist bloc.

Tributes to Graham poured 
in from major leaders, with 

President Donald Trump tweet-
ing: “The GREAT Billy Graham 
is dead. There was nobody like 
him! He will be missed by Chris-
tians and all religions. A very 
special man.” Former Presi-
dent Barack Obama said Gra-
ham “gave hope and guidance 
to generations of Americans.”

A tall, striking man with thick, 
swept-back hair, stark blue eyes 
and a fi rm jaw, Graham was a 
commanding presence in the 
pulpit, with a powerful baritone 
voice.

“The Bible says,” was his 
catchphrase. His unquestion-
ing belief in Scripture turned 
the Gospel into a “rapier” in his 
hands, he said.

Graham reached multitudes 
around the globe through pub-
lic appearances and his pio-
neering use of prime-time 
telecasts, network radio, daily 
newspaper columns, evan-
gelistic films and satellite TV 
hookups.

By his fi nal crusade in 2005 in 
New York City, he had preached 
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American evangelist Billy Graham reads passages from the Bible to a large, rapt audience in London’s Trafalgar Square on April 12, 1954. 
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Local 
community 

mourns 
loss of 

longtime 
evangelist

BY JENNY DRABBLE

Winston-Salem Journal

North Carolina-bred Billy 
Graham’s death sent rip-
ples through the commu-
nity Wednesday as many 
praised his service and 
mourned the loss of the re-
nowned evangelist.

Touted as the most infl u-
ential preacher of the 20th 
century, Graham died at 
age 99 in Montreat, about a 
two-hour drive from Char-
lotte, where he was born in 
1918.

“His death, in many 
ways, is a watershed mo-
ment in American reli-
gious history. He was the 
last great national Protes-
tant evangelist,” said Bill 
Leonard, a founding pro-
fessor at Wake Forest Uni-
versity School of Divinity. 
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Billy Graham at Wake Forest College on March 21, 1962.
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 ◆ Reactions to the death of the Rev. Billy Graham. Page A6.

 ◆ Graham in his own words. Page A7.

 ◆ A timeline of his life. Page A7.
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The Rev. Billy Graham, the most widely 
heard Christian evangelist, was unrivaled


