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Offering Hope 

BY JENNY DRABBLE

Winston-Salem Journal

Kevan Chandler spent a life-
time in a wheelchair dreaming of 
far off places before he decided to 
break the mold.

After venturing across Europe, 
Chandler has become a living ex-
ample that life is full of possibility 
and hope — a message he hopes 
to spread as he jets off to visit Chi-
nese orphanages in the fall.

“A lot of these kids have never 
seen an adult with a similar dis-

ability,” said Chandler, who has 
spinal muscular atrophy. “I hope 
our time with them and with their 
caregivers will be an encourage-
ment that, hey, there is a future, 
there is hope.”

Chandler, who spent most of 
his life in Winston-Salem, inad-
vertently became an advocate 
for people with disabilities when 
he traveled across Europe in a 
handmade backpack in lieu of 
his wheelchair.

In September, Chandler will 
embark on a trip to China where 

he and friends will stay at local 
orphanages in the capital city Bei-
jing and share their story.

Chinese authorities have esti-
mated that a large percentage of 
abandoned children there have 
disabilities.

“Whether it’s ‘Oh, look he’s trav-
eling the world’ or ‘Look how his 
friends help him,’ I hope the kids 
and caretakers will see they’re not 
bound by their disabilities,” said 
Chandler, a North Davidson High 
School graduate.

N. Davidson grad challenges norms
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Philip Keller carries Kevan Chandler, who has a neuromuscular dis-
ease, through the Kensington Gardens in England.

Clemmons 
asks for 

traffic 
options

BY LISA O’DONNELL

Winston-Salem Journal

CLEMMONS — Acting on an issue that domi-
nated the recent election, the Clemmons Coun-
cil passed a resolution last week clarifying its 
position on a N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion proposal to build a median on Lewisville-
Clemmons Road.

The resolution lets transportation offi cials 
know that it will not support a plan to build a 
median on Lewisville-Clemmons Road from 
Interstate 40 to U.S. 158. 

It also encourages the state to consider other 
solutions to the traffi c problems and appear-
ance of the fi ve-lane road that runs through 
the business district of Clemmons.

The state owns Lewisville-Clemmons Road 
and has a fi nal say on all projects. 

Council passes resolution 
not in support of median 

on Lewisville-Clemmons Road

Motion seeks 
to combine 
harassment 

lawsuits 
BY MICHAEL HEWLETT

Winston-Salem Journal

An attorney is seeking to consolidate two fed-
eral lawsuits that allege a Wilkes County man 
sexually harassed women who 
were trying to rent or buy homes 
from him over a 13-year period.

Two separate lawsuits, includ-
ing one fi led by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, accuse Robert 
Neal Hatfi eld of making unwel-
come sexual comments, inap-
propriately touching women 
and using his position to coerce 
women into doing sexual favors in exchange 
for reducing rent, loan or down payments as 
well as overlooking late payments. The Justice 

 Hatfi eld 

CHANDLER, Page A6

LAWSUITS, Page A6

CLEMMONS, Page A5

‘This whole experience 
is my prize’

Parkland High 
senior wins 
statewide 

monologue 
competition, will 
compete in New 

York City
BY MICHAEL BRAGG

Winston-Salem Journal

Growing up, Aniah Brown had 
thought she wanted to be a doc-
tor or a lawyer or something 
along those lines.

But by middle school, after 
she had discovered a love for 
acting, she decided she’d rather 
portray those types of roles 
instead.

The Parkland High 
School senior’s young 
acting career recently hit a 
milestone when Brown won 
fi rst place in the North 
Carolina August Wilson 
Monologue Competition in 
Greensboro on Feb. 10.

She and the second-place 
winner — Jack Greenberg from 
Greensboro — will travel to New 
York City in May to compete 
in the National August Wilson 
Monologue Competition against 
students from 11 other cities 
and will get to attend a Broad-
way musical, as well, according 
to Triad Stage offi cials.

“I’m actually ecstatic of going 
and actually winning because I 
doubt myself a lot, so it’s amaz-
ing,” Brown said.

DAVID ROLFE/JOURNAL

Parkland High School senior Aniah Brown, pictured performing a 
monologue from August Wilson’s play, “Jitney,” won the N.C. State 
Finals of the August Wilson Monologue competition. She will attend 
the national competition in New York City in May.
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