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or almost 25 years, Tanya 

Tise hasn’t thought much 

about the man who killed 

her husband. And that 

couldn’t have been easy.
Lt. Aaron Tise Jr. — Gerome to Tanya — died 

early on the morning of June 26, 1992, when 
his police cruiser was crushed by a stolen road 
grader driven by a man named Conrad Crews.

Just 19 at the time, Crews had been re-
leased early from prison despite a 
fi ve-year sentence handed down 
four months before for firing a 
shotgun into a vehicle occupied 
by two police offi cers. That would 
be mighty hard for anybody not to 
think about.

“Honestly, after (he was sen-
tenced) I just put him out of my 
mind,” Tise said.

That changed three days after 
Christmas when she received a form letter from the state 
parole commission about Conrad Crews and case num-
ber 92024331.

“This letter is to inform you that, as required by North 
Carolina law, the Post-Release Supervision will soon be 

Tanya Tise looks through stacks of police records and court 
documents concerning the death of her husband. “There’s 

been a lot of crying. I read it for a while, then I have to get 
up and walk around some,” she said.
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Tanya Tise holds a photo of her husband, Lt. Aaron Gerome Tise of the Winston-Salem Police Department, who was killed in the line of 
duty by Conrad Crews in 1992. Crews is up for parole this year.

Form letter opens old wounds as man sentenced 
to life in police officer’s murder is up for parole
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‘I CAN’T FORGET’‘I CAN’T FORGET’ Ruger 
jobs, 

profits 
in flux

BY RICHARD CRAVER

Winston-Salem Journal

The economic and politi-
cal winds fiercely swirling 
around the fi rearms industry 
have enveloped Sturm, Ruger 
& Co.

In December 2016, at the 
end of the second term of the 
Obama administration, Ruger 
reached a peak of 2,430 full- 
and part-time jobs — more 
than double its 2008 total of 
1,145.

Last week, the company 
disclosed that it had elimi-
nated 28 percent of that work-
force, or 680 jobs, including 
at least 70 at its production 
plant in Mayodan.

Ruger’s headquarters is in 
Southport, Conn., along with 
other production operations 
in Earth City, Mo.; Newport, 
N.H.; and Prescott, Ariz.

WSSU 
 leader: 
HBCUs 
are vital 

BY MICHAEL BRAGG

Winston-Salem Journal

Chancellor Elwood Robin-
son enjoys the opportunity 
to have a conversation about 
Winston-Salem State Univer-
sity  and how this historically 
black college has and contin-
ues to play a vital role in the 
Triad.

Robinson recently had the 
chance to do 
just that, ap-
pearing  at a 
forum with 
o t h e r  a d -
ministrators 
from histor-
ically black 
colleges and 
universities 
that aired 
 Feb. 19 on UNC-TV.

Their conversations were 
followed by a showing of the 
documentary  “Tell Them We 
Are Rising,” which chronicles 
the origins, signifi cant events 
and current state of HBCUs in 
America today.

In his remarks at the forum, 
Robinson touted some of the 
successes  that WSSU has 

As supply exceeds 
demand, gun-maker 
fine-tunes operations

He cites their legacy 
of quality education, 
roles in community
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