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Motor-vehicle thefts accelerating
BY SARAH NEWELL

Winston-Salem Journal

In the blink of an eye, it can happen.
Turn on your car and run inside to grab 

your coffee or the jacket you didn’t think 
you’d need for the day. Come back outside 
and your car has been stolen from your 
driveway.

Within the past year, Winston-Salem 
has seen a sharp increase in the number 
of motor-vehicle thefts. These thefts in-
clude cars, SUVs and pick-ups only: In 

2016, there were 670 thefts, said Cpl. Carla 
Davis, a field service bureau investigator 
for the city. Last year, there were 946, a 41 
percent increase.

In 2018, from Jan. 1 to Feb. 21, the city 
has already had 142 motor vehicles stolen, 
Davis said. That surpassed the number of 
vehicles stolen in the same time period last 
year, which was 132. Davis said the reason 
for the increase is unclear, but the thefts 
do often occur in similar circumstances.

“It’s a crime of opportunity,” Davis said. 
“You’re only inside two, three, four min-

utes, and you don’t see someone walking 
down the road. I equate it to someone lay-
ing a $100 bill on the table. It’s temptation.”

Most of the vehicles stolen are unoccu-
pied and running, she said.

There are a few, however, that were sto-
len through another method, Davis said. 
Some were taken by someone going into 
an unlocked car and finding the valet key 
to the vehicle inside, she said. Or a per-
son found keys to a different car that was 
parked in the same driveway.

Details of athlete payments emerge

BY AARON BEARD

The Associated Press

New details of payments 
to athletes in a federal in-
vestigation that has lurked 
in the shadows since first 
rocking college basket-
ball last fall mark the lat-
est threat to the sport’s 

basic foundation, show-
ing the breadth of alleged 
corruption.

Bank records and other 
expense reports that are 
part of the investigation list 
a wide range of impermis-
sible payments from agents 
to at least two dozen players 
or their relatives, according 
to documents obtained by 
Yahoo Sports.

The depth of the viola-
tions raises questions about 
the structure of college ath-

letics, a business funded 
primarily through college 
football and basketball, in-
cluding $19.6 bil-
lion in TV money 
for  the  NCAA 
Tournament over 
the past 22 years 
— a hoops extrav-
aganza American 
sports fans know 
as March Madness.

NCAA President Mark 
Emmert said in a state-
ment Friday the allegations 

“if true, point to systematic 
failures that must be fixed 
and fixed now if we want 

college sports in 
America.”

Yahoo said Fri-
day that the doc-
uments obtained 
in discovery dur-
ing the investiga-
tion link current 

players including Michigan 
State’s Miles Bridges, Duke’s 
Wendell Carter and Ala-
bama’s Collin Sexton to po-

tential benefits that would 
be violations of NCAA rules.

Michigan State and Duke 
officials said Friday they 
didn’t believe their play-
ers did anything wrong, 
and Alabama coach Avery 
Johnson said Sexton, who 
was held out of the season 
opener for violating NCAA 
rules, will play Saturday 
against Arkansas.

According to the report, 
players over the past several 
years and family members 

allegedly received cash, en-
tertainment and travel ex-
penses from former NBA 
agent Andy Miller and his 
agency ASM Sports. Line 
items in four pages of doc-
uments released by Yahoo 
showed a wide range, in-
cluding some five-figure 
payments and two dinners 
for less than $40 each.

Don Jackson, an Ala-
bama-based attorney who 
has worked on numerous 

BB&T 
outage 
draws 

ire

BY RICHARD CRAVER

Winston-Salem Journal

An equipment malfunction 
at a data center disrupted the 
financial routines of millions of 
BB&T Corp. customers Friday, 
drawing unflattering reactions 
on social media, both locally 
and nationally.

Although the digital-banking 
outage began late Thursday af-
t e r n o o n , 
i t  s t a r t e d 
being felt in 
frustrating 
earnest as 
c u s t o m e r s 
tried to get 
money out of 
an ATM or when checking if the 
direct deposit of their paycheck 
had shown up.

According to the bank, its 
debit, credit and prepaid cards 
are unaffected, although some 
customers commenting on 
BB&T’s Facebook page said 
they have had difficulty in using 
them.

An outage map showed the 
biggest repercussions were 
being felt in Charlotte, the Triad 
and the Triangle, as well as in 
Atlanta, Washington, Maryland 
and Philadelphia. 

The bank has 2,044 branches 
in 15 states. Its corporate head-
quarters are in Winston-Salem.

It was an untimely service 

Judge vacates order that stalled investigation

BY MICHAEL HEWLETT

Winston-Salem Journal

A Forsyth County judge 
vacated a court order Fri-
day that prosecutors said 
was preventing the test-
ing of physical evidence in 
a case involving the death 

of a 2-year-old boy nearly 
three years ago.

Charles Thomas Stacks, 
32, is charged with first-de-
gree murder in the death 
of Jaxson Sonny Swaim, 
who died Aug. 19, 2015 at 
Brenner Children’s Hos-
pital. Winston-Salem po-

lice found 
t h e  c h i l d 
three days 
earlier at a 
house in the 
5400 block 
of  Gr ubbs 
Street. Jaxson 
h a d  a b ra -

sions all over his body and 
head injuries. Stacks was 
not Jaxson’s father but had 
been friends with Jaxson’s 

mother, Can-
dace Swaim, 
a n d  h a d 
been taking 
care of him.

A n  a u -
topsy report 
showed that 
Jaxson died 

from bleeding between the 
surface of his brain and its 
outer covering that was 
caused by a blunt-force 

head injury. Jaxson also 
had bite marks on his body 
that were later identified as 
human, prosecutors have 
said.

Forsyth County prosecu-
tors are pursuing the death 
penalty against Stacks. A 
trial is scheduled to start 
the week of Sept. 17.

At a hearing in Forsyth 
Superior Court on Friday, 
Assistant District Attorney 

Jennifer Martin said that 
an order signed by Judge 
Andy Cromer on Aug. 11, 
2017, has kept analysts at 
the State Crime Lab from 
testing physical evidence 
that Winston-Salem po-
lice detectives seized. That 
includes a hair found on 
a Louisville baseball bat 
that could either belong 
to Stacks or to Jaxson, 

Former Trump advisor 
pleads guilty, will help 
in Russia probe / B2

Thunderbirds 
score eight goals 
in blowout win 
over Knights / C1

Rockwell plans to maintain local plant after sale / B1

PROBE, Page A7

FBI investigation 
finds payments 

from agents
More inside

What effect, if 
any, will probe 
have on NCAA 
system? Page C1.

Digital-banking failure 
limits customers’ 

access to their money

BB&T, Page A6

More inside

Bank raises 
dividend thanks 
to tax reform. 
Page B1.

It’s a crime of opportunity. You’re only inside two, three, four minutes, 

and you don’t see someone walking down the road. I equate it to 

someone laying a $100 bill on the table. It’s temptation.

Cpl. Carla Davis, Winston-Salem field service bureau investigator
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is scheduled for September
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