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North Korea offers talks with U.S.
By TED ANTHONy

The Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — 

The overtly political 2018 Win-
ter Olympics closed Sunday 
night very much as they began, 
with humanity’s finest athletes 
marching exuberantly across the 
world stage as three nations with 
decades of war and suspicion 
among them shared a VIP box — 
and a potential path away from 
conflict.

Senior North Korean official 
Kim Yong Chol, South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in and U.S. 
presidential adviser and first 
daughter Ivanka Trump sat in two 
rows of seats behind the Olym-

pic rings, meant to represent a 
competition of peace and inter-
national unity. In close proximity 
— though with no apparent com-
munication between Trump and 
Kim — they watched a spirited, 
elaborate show that concluded 
the Pyeongchang Games.

Even as dancers performed 

cultural stories to music before a 
huge crowd, South Korea’s pres-
idential office released a brief 
statement saying that Pyongyang 
had expressed willingness to hold 
talks with Washington.

The North has “ample inten-
tions of holding talks with the 
United States,” according to the 
office. The North’s delegation 
also agreed that “South-North 
relations and U.S.-North Korean 
relations should be improved to-
gether,” Moon’s office, known as 
the Blue House, said.

International Olympic Com-
mittee President Thomas Bach, 
just before declaring the games 
closed, addressed the two Koreas’ 

World stage provides potential path away from conflict 

Forsyth 
board 

eyes DSS 
changes

By FrAN DANiEL

Winston-Salem Journal

Consolidating the coun-
ty’s social services and public 
health agencies may be the way 
to go for more efficiency, several 
Forsyth County commission-
ers said.

“I see nothing but an upside 
on consolidation,” Commis-
sioner Don Martin said dur-
ing the Forsyth County Board 

o f  C o m m i s -
sioners’ winter 
work session on 
Thursday.

He believes 
that the agen-
c i e s’  c l i e n t s 
would notice im-
provements with 
the change.

Lanier Cansler, the chief ex-
ecutive of Cansler Collaborative 
Resources, talked about how 
statewide law changes might 
affect Forsyth County.

His company did a recent 
study for Forsyth County, ex-
ploring opportunities for 
county human services restruc-
turing based on legislative au-
thority granted to counties in 
North Carolina in 2012.

The state law gave county 
commissioners more flexibil-
ity in the type of organizational 
models used to provide human 
services programs.

N.C. House Bill 630, enacted 
during the 2017 N.C. General 
Assembly session, addresses 
various social services topics, 
including social services system 
reform. Social Services Regional 
Supervision and Collaboration 
Working Group was formed 
to make recommendations to 
DHHS regarding establishing 
a regional supervision and col-
laboration plan.

“In this process, they are 
putting a lot more responsibil-
ity and accountability on the 
counties,” Cansler said.

The study by Cansler Collab-
orative Resources recommends 
that commissioners create an in-
dependent consolidated human 
services board whose member-
ship would reflect health, social 
services and consumers, as well 
as create a consolidated human 
services agency. The county 

Changes to state law 
give counties more 

flexibility in operations
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ivanka Trump, daughter of U.S. President Donald Trump (from right), 
South Korean first lady Kim Jung-sook and South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in applaud as athletes from North and South Korea walk 
together at the closing ceremony of the 2018 Winter Olympics.

More inside

 ◆ White House will see if North 
Korea is serious about talks. Page 
A7.

 ◆ Politics aside, the 2018 Winter 
Olympics featured shining achieve-
ments as well as painful disappoint-
ments. Pages B1, B5.
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‘We applaud your courage’

From staff and wire reports

As some high school students face the 
threat of disciplinary action for participating 
in gun control demonstrations, dozens of col-
leges and universities are sending them a re-
assuring message: It won’t affect their chances 
of getting into their schools.

Nearly 50 schools, from Ivy Leaguers 
to public institutions, have taken to social 
media over the past few days to reassure stu-

dents that taking part would 
not jeopardize admissions 
consideration.

Wake Forest University is-
sued a statement over the 
weekend from its President 
Nathan Hatch addressing ap-
plicants who choose to par-
ticipate in peaceful protest in 
response to the events in Parkland, Fla.

“Your actions will have no adverse effect 
on your application to our university,” Hatch 
said. 

“Further, we applaud your courage and 
dedication in trying to seek a civil dialogue 
aimed at bringing a reasonable solution to 

one of our nation’s most divisive issues.”
“We believe in your passion, your resolve 

and your willingness to engage in thoughtful 
conversation. At the heart of a Wake Forest 
education is the ability to tackle our society’s 
most complex problems, together as one 
community committed to a common good. 
Your example is an inspiration to us all, and 
we support you fully. It is our great hope that 
we can restore the spirit of open dialogue and 
conversation about those issues that matter 
deeply to all our citizens.”

Yale University said on its Twitter account 
that it would not rescind admissions deci-
sions regardless of any penalties imposed 

Local schools see increase in threat reports 
By MicHAEL BrAgg

Winston-Salem Journal

Since the deadly shooting at a 
Florida high school last week, Win-
ston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 
has seen an increase in reports for 
social media posts and activity be-
lieved to be threatening in nature.

However, school and law enforce-

ment officials said none of these 
threats have been deemed credible 
— many of them misinterpreted ac-
tions or social media behavior that 
is in poor taste.

“I can tell you with absolute cer-
tainty we have seen no credible 
threat in our investigations,” said 
Jonathan Wilson, security director 
for WS/FCS.

State and nationwide, there have 
been multiple reports of threats of 
school shootings in the wake of one 
that took the lives of 14 students and 
three teachers at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla.

A 19-year-old former student 
went on campus Feb. 14 with an 

School district, 
law enforcement 
officials continue 
working together 

to assess any  
reported threats

Martin
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Colleges: Student protesters shouldn’t worry about admission

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Demonstrators take part in a student protest for gun control legislation in front of the White House in Washington on Feb. 21. Dozens of col-
leges and universities are telling students who may face discipline at their high schools for participating in gun control demonstrations to 
relax: it won’t affect their chances of getting into their schools.

Hatch
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Social media used to reassure 
students that taking part would

not jeopardize consideration
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