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N
early two years ago, Martin Roberts stood by a Boone bus stop talk-
ing to his cousin about the upcoming semester and his future goals.

He seemed like his normal, joking and pleasant self. But what 
his cousin didn’t know was that Martin had just left a cryptic note 
at his apartment.

She waved goodbye and got on the bus.
It was the last time anyone saw Martin.
A video from the bus shows Martin — then 19, with his backpack and 

Appalachian State University pullover — shrinking away in the distance as 
the bus departs the busy stop on campus, and then he’s gone without a trace.

An investigator told his family: “If I didn’t know better and I believed in 
‘The X-Files,’ I would believe a ship came down and picked him up and car-
ried him away.”

FAMILY CLINGS TO HOPE AS POLICE CONTINUE SEARCH  

TWO YEARS AFTER BOONE COLLEGE STUDENT’S DISAPPEARANCE

PHOTOS BY ALLISON LEE ISLEY/JOURNAL

John and Abbie Roberts sit on their son Martin’s bed in their home in Kernersville. Martin, then a 19-year-old college student, has been missing since April 2016, last 
seen in a video showing him walking away from a busy bus stop in Boone where he had been talking to a cousin. 

v One of Martin Roberts’ senior portraits is displayed in a frame in the Roberts’ 
home in Kernersville. Not a trace of their son has been found since 2016.

Have you seen 
Martin Roberts?

If you have seen 
Martin Roberts, know 
his whereabouts or 
have any information 
about the case, please 
contact the Boone 
Police Department 
at 828-268-6900, or 
High County Crime 
Stoppers at 828-268-
6959 or 828-737-0125.

More online
Video: The 
parents of 

Martin Roberts talk 
about their son and the 
investigation into his 
disappearance.
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ANSWERS, Page A4

Policy gets in the way of suitable memorial
T

o family, friends — 
anybody really who 
knows anything 

about how Stephen Amos 
II died — renaming a 
bridge in his honor ought 
to be a proverbial slam 
dunk.

Amos, a Winston-Sa-

lem police officer known 
as “Little Stephen” to his 
family, was shot in the 
chest the morning of Feb. 
27, 1995.

There are literally hun-
dreds of bridges and 
stretches of highway 
across the width and 

breadth of North Carolina 
named for cops, deco-
rated soldiers, influential 
politicians and other 
dignitaries.

So since Stephen Amos 
was killed in the line of 
duty, you’d think it a sim-
ple matter — dignified, 

decent and respectful — 
to honor his memory that 
same way.

But you’d be wrong.
Amos’ family learned 

that the hard way. Their 
request to honor Little Ste-
phen was denied despite 
letters of support from the 

mayors of Winston-Salem 
and Walkertown, U.S. Sen. 
Richard Burr, former Win-
ston-Salem police chief 
Barry Rountree and as-
sorted local church and 
business leaders.Scott Sexton

ssexton@wsjournal.com
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Florida residents take gun protest to streets / A22

Triad companies work 
to market the health 
benefits of hemp / C1

Wake Forest’s 
loss to N.C. State 
has a familiar feel 
to it / B1


